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¢luded with the Northam mill in the arrange-
ment with Messrs. Thomas & Co., Ltd., and the
Kellerberrin mill is an addition to the mill at
Cottesloe  in the arrangement wmade with
Messrs. Ockerby & Co., Ltd. The bare re-
muneration terms of the agreement were made
public in November last, and known to hon.
members when the 1917 Bill extending the
principal Act was agreed to in December.
These terms are set out in Clause 23 of the
agreement as finalised, with certain amplifica-
tions which have been inserted to make the
arrangement more clear. The provisions and
conditions of the agreement have been com-
pleted only after considerable negotiations
with the millers concerned, cxtending over
some three months. The agreement is com-
prehensive and almost self-explanatory. The
objeet of the arrangement with the millers
was twofeld: first, to grist as much of our
1916-17 wheat as was weeviled or in danger
of hecoming weeviled; and sccond, to turn as
much wheat of the Imperial order into flour
as possible, thus ensuring employment at the
mills and providing extensive quantities of
bran and pollard for local use. The alterna-
tive to a gristing arrangement was to supply
wheat fo the mills at a dock for weevil affec-
tion. From 4 scheme point of view this was
economically impractieable, as mo expert or
body of experts could fairly estimate the ex-
tent of weevil damage in a stack or portion
of a staek of wheat. The resnlt would be that
whatever dock was aeccepted by the miller
would be in his favour. No matter what
tribunal was agreed to by the parties con-
cerned to fix dockages, the miller would al-
ways have the last word, inasmuch as he would
refusc to receive the wheat on his premises.
It might be said it could force the miller to
close down., Perhaps it could do so, but the
weevil wonld go on eating the wheat. OQur
difficulty is to grist the wheat before too much
damage is done to it by the weevils. The
terms ultimately agreed upon with the millers
were the best thalt could be arranged in the
circomstances, although it is considered, with
regard to the bigger mills with up-to-date
plants, that those terms are on the liberal side.
TUnfortunately, no differentiation can be made
with the larger mills in ¢omparison with tbe
smaller ones, for even the millers in the State
are a close corporation, The late general
manager offered, subject to my confirmation,
634d. per bushel for gristing the weeviled
wheat, and this was his last recommendation
on the file. Before he left office, however, he
suggested to me verbally that in all the e¢ir-
cumstanced of the case I would be well ad-
vised to pay the 7d. per bushel. There is no
doubt that in our subsequent negotiations in
* the actual ¢onditions of the agreement we have
been able to get from the millers concessions
on aceount of this payment of 7d., which they
would not for one moment have considered if
the gristing charge had been reduced to the
bare G14d. per bushel. For instance, no grist-
ing allowance was arranged for on the weight
of bags ag is customary; the free storage of
one month’s producing capacity of the mill,
our flour, which in itself represents a big
item, was conceded; and arrangemenis were
made for the taking over of offal contracts
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at the market prices on the 3rd November, in-
stead of those set out in contracts at lower
prices.

Hon. Sir E, H. Wiitenoom: Another breach
of Mr. Hughes’ promises.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER (Honorary Minister):
Mr. Hughes made no promige to the millers.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: Yes, he did.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER (Honorary Minister):
The arrangement with the millers is as satis-
factory for them as it is to the wheat scheme,
Regarding the acquiring ageney agreement, I
maintain that the Government have done that
which is best on behalf of the wheat scheme.
We are paying a lower price for handling in
this State than is being paid in any other
State of the Commonwealth, and our wheat
has Béen equally well, if not better, handled
than ever beforc. In all the eciremmastances,
the Government T think have been justified in
making this arrangement on hehalf of the
scheme, and I have every eonfidence that hom.
members will endorse the action which has been
taken. I move—

‘“That the Bill be now read a second

time.*’

On motien by Houn, V, Hamersley the debate
adjourned. .

House adjourned at 8.25 p.m.

Regislative FHgsembly,

Tuesday, 9th April, 1918,

The SPRAKER took the Chair at 4.3 p.m,,
and read prayers.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—RECRUIT-
ING CONFERENCE, MELBOURNE.

The MINISTER FOR WORES (Hon W. J.
George—Murray) [4.33]: I desire to make a
brief statement in explanation of the absence
of the Premier, the leader of the Oppoition,
and the member for Forrest (Mr. O'Loghlen).
On Saturday afternoon last His Exzeellency
the Governor General of the Commonwealth
determined to convene a representative con-
ference of Australian public men for the pur-
pose of considering the urgent appeal of the
Prime Minister of Great Britain to the people
of the Dominions for further support to the
Empire and the Allies in the present great
¢risis,  The conferenece was appointed to
meet in Melbourne on Friday morning next;
and I am sure it will be the ardent wish of
all hon. members and of the people of thig
loyal State of Western Australia that, as a
result of the Governor General’s action, means
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the redemption of the promise of support made
by Australia to the Motherland on the out-
break of war, Included in those invited to
represent Western Australia at this confer-
ence were the Premier and the leader of the
Opposition in their Parliamentary capacities,
and Mr. O’Loghlen by virtue of his office as
President of the Australian Labour Federa-
tion. Although the notice received was very
brief, and notwithstanding the business still
awaiting consideration by Parliament, it was
felt by these gentlemen that the matter to be
dealt with at the confcrence was of paramount
eoncern, and that the proper representation of
the State of Western Australia was essential.
They consequently left for Melbourne by last
Monday evening’s train. In view of the neces-
sity for completing the business of the session
a8 soon as possible, in order to allow Ministers
some opportunity for administrative work
pending the re-assembling of Parliament for
its second sesvion about the middle of the
year, the Government are desirous of proceed-
ing with legislative work. In the absence of
the Premier, the honour and respensibility of
leading this House fall upon me, and I con-
fidently appeal to hon, members on all sides of
the Chamber to afford me consideration and
assistance,

flor ‘‘Questions on Notice’’ and ‘‘Papers
Presented’’ gee ‘*Votes and Proceedings.'’]

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1917-18.
1 Message.

Message from the Governor received and read
transmitting the Loan Kstimates for the year
1917-18, and recommending appropriations,

QUESTION—WEHEAT SHEDS, ROOFING.

Mr. MALEY (without notice) asked the
Minister for Works: What is the reason for
the non-completion of the roofing of the
gkeleton grain sheds at depots, seeing that,
aceording to a reply to a guestion asked by
me on the 21st March last, it was anticipated
that the roofing of all depots would be com-
pleted within a fortnight from that day?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
The reply referred to by the hon. member was
given in all geod faith. It was considered at
the time that there was reasonable ground for
expecting that the anticipations which were
expressed would be realised. TIb was antici-
pated that the whole of the material would be
on the ground, and also that the contractor
would be able to obtain the nmumhber of men
requigite to put it up. Those circumstaneces
being go, the hon. member’s question was
answered accordingly. He mnow wishes to
know why the work has not been fully earried
out. The reason why. the B wheat shed at
Spencer’s Brook has mot been completely
roofed is that the contractor has been unable
to obtain plumbers. Although galvanised cor-
rugated iron can be readily fixed on by any
intelligent handy-man, and certainly by car-
penters, still, under the rules of the plumhers’
union, no one but a plumber must put on gal-
vanised iron. In order to afford the hon.
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member the fullest information up te date, I
give a summary of telegrams on this subject
which have been received this morning. At
Spencer’s Brook, the A, D, and E sheds con-
tain no wheat; C shed is full of wheat and is
covered; B shed is roofed complete for 200
feet and this covering is hourly being extended.
The shed contains some wheat. During the early
part ot the season 12 gangs were employed, and
for working the wheat they had to be spread
out. The manager of the wheat scheme states
that none of the wheat is injuriously affected
and that the wheat which has got wet will not

hurt. The practice is to up-end such bags of
wheat and dry them, when they become all
right, The sereens at the sides of the shed

are availabie and are being used. At Midland
Junction the A shed is roofed completely and
the B shed, which covers 1,000 feet, has heen
roofed to the extent of 625 feet. At Tam-
bellup the sheds are all completely eovered.
At Narrogin, the roofs of A and B sheds are
completed; at C shed the timber work has
been completed, and all the wheat is covered
with corrugated iron. At Geraldton, the roof
of A shed bas been completed, and B shed
has been toofed to the extent of 100 feet, all
the wheat being covered.

BILT.—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
Becond Reading.

Debate resumed from the 4th April

Mr. MULLANY (Menzies) [4.44]: In sup-
porting the second reading of this most im-
portant Bill, I shall deal principally, or almost
wholly, with those contentious clauses which
have eaused so mueh discussion both in and
out of Parliament; 1 refer to the clauses
which attempt to combat venereal disease.
Important though many of the other matters
dealt within the Bill undoubtedly are, I think
they may as well be leit for discussion in
Committee. Since the Bill was introduced the
member for North-East Fremantle (Hon., W,
C. Angwin) has bezn through it so thoroughly
that he has upon the Notice Paper no fewer
than 26 amendments to be discussed, Know-
ing the hon. member as we do, we can have no
doubt that the Bill will he well considered in
¢very detail when in Committee. T think it
can be regarded as a sign of progress, a hope-
ful sign of the times, that this important
question of dealing with venereal disease ean
now be disecussed publicly and openly, and
that the veill of false delicacy which has heen
drawn over this subject in the past has hoea
pulled aside to such an extent that the ques-
tion can now he freely considered in a mixed
andience. This in itself is a very greaf step,
and will have far-reaching effects in the com-
hating of this awful secourge. I very much
regret that one important growp of organisa-
tions in the community, the friendly societies,
which were formed for the purpose of assist-
ing their members in distress, and of helping
humanity, are stii!l lagging behind and have
not yet risen to the importance of openly
combating venereal disease. Even to-day the
friendly societics debar their members from
treatment if those members are unfortunate
enough to have contracted venereal disease,
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My, Teesdale: Shame!

Mr. MULLAXY: It is a shame. I made
‘thi¢ statement in the House fonr years ago.
Seeing the advance achieved in this direction,
one would think that the friendly societies
would get down and help their members, in-
st.ad of freating a misfortune as a erime.
However, it is a hopeful sign that ali parties,
whether oppored to the Bill or in support of
it, whether or not thev think the Government
-are acting on right lines, can meet together
and discuss the question with the ome object
of vombating the disease and so increasing
the national weifare, A regrettable part of
the controversy which has raged over the Bill
‘has been the temdency of some public men to
deetare that this particular slisease is confined
to one class more than to ancther of the com-
mupity. Any man with a general knowledge
wof the subjeet will agrroe that if there is any
digease which can he classed] as univercal,
which rages throughout society from the high-
-est to the lowest, which is no respecter of per-
sons, it is this venercal disease. T say un-
‘heritatingly that there is no class of the com-
munity ° particularly sobject to or immune
from - this world-wide, universal disease;
neither is the disease confined to loealities.
Undoubtedly, from the evidence we have and
the knowiedge of men who have lived in dif-
ferent parts of Australia, we find this disease
not only in ecrowded cities, but in rural dis-
‘tricts, in mining eamps, cattle stations, sheep
shearers’ camps, seaports, even in ships at
sea. Go where one will, one finds this disease
existent,

Mr. Draper: Can you prove that?

Mr. MULLAXNY: TUndoubtedly.

My, Draper: You are the only one who ean,

Mr. MULLANY: One has only to use his
comon sense. I myself have seen in & north-
ern port of this State unfortunate aborigines
in such a condition from this disease that they
were nnable to walk aboard the ship sent to
earry them to the hospital islands, and had
to he placed in coal haskets to he hoisted
ahoard. This is one of the effcets of our
hoasted civilisation: the aborigines who, pre-
vious to the coming of the whites, were abso-
Tutely free from this Jdisease are to-day badly
affected by this awful scourge. Persons be-
coming infected by venereal disease are not
prostrated as are people suffering from ether
diceases. They are not forced to lay up, in
many instances they are still able to follow
their usual avocations. This fact constitutes
one of the greatest difficulties in the way of
suceessfully combating the disease. People
do nat realise the serignsness of the infection
they ha e contracted, and thev continue to zo
ahont amongst their fellow-men as they woull
not b> vermitted to do if suffering from other
similar discases.

Hon., W. (. Angwin:
tirely different classes of disease:
tagiors and the other infections.

Mr. MULLAXY: The hon. member had a
full three hours on this subject the other
night, and I tbink therefore it would be well
for Pim now to allow someone else to have a
little say.

There are two en-
one is eon-
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Hon, W. ¢, Angwin: Youn were lueky in
that I did net give you six hours.

Mr. MULLAXNY: Another great obstacle
in combating the disease is the cxtreme reluet-
ance felt by the victims to submit themselves
jor medieal treatmeat. More particularly
does this apply among Yyounger persons. In
the past they have been made to feel that they
shonld not have this (isease, that if they con-
tracted it the faet must be hidden. So it bas
not been possible for them to go to the usual
family doctor and make a eclean breast of the
whole sitwation. They hava not been ahle to
do this, and in consequence of this false deli-
caey the disease has gone on practically un-
checked, although the latert medical science
tells s that if taken in time the disease is
amenable to treatment and that, if combated
as other diseases are, praetically it can be
stamped out, Unfortunately we still have left
a few peonle who honestly Telieve it is well
that venereal disrase should exist as a check
on innnmoraiity, that having the fear of he-
coming infected with a disease such as this,
not from auny innate gooduess bhut merely
through fear of infection, people will he more
moral than they woulld he if that fear were
swept away, It seems to me that if ever
thzre was an idea inspired by hiz satanic ma-
jesty himself it is this horrible one. Again,
we are told that the Bill is direeted particu-
Iarly against women. [ say it is not so, Also
I wish to suy that T have no desire to attack
the women of this or any other State, Neither
has the Bill. Every decent-minded man be-
lieves that un¢uestionahly there is a consider-
ably higher sensc of morality amongst women
than amongst men. There can be no doubt
about that. Dut onfortunately, speaking of
women in the aggregute, no matter how de-
praved a man may be he ean find somewhere
2 woman whe is a fit nate for him,

Mr. Rocke: But he is responsible for her
depravity.

Mr. MULLANY: In 1913 the Scaddan
Government intredueed and passed through

this House a Bill that was, if anything, more
rastic than the Bill now before us. T say
this advisedly, beecause the actual wording of
the Seaddan measure was. that if the Com-
missioner of MHealth hal reason to helieve or
suspeet that any individval was suffering
from this (disease he had the power to compel
that individoal te undergo medical examina-
tion. Tn the Bill before us the wordl ‘fsus-
peet’” has beer dropped, and it now reads
““If th~ Commissioner has reason to lelieve,
ete.”’’ Some may sav that there is no differ-
ence hetween the two provisions. In my in-
terpretation there is a very considerahle dif-
ference, For instance, a ecertain gentleman,
jrominent in the City, has stated that if he
looks at a person he ecav tell hy the appear-
ance of the eve: whether that person is snffer-
ing from venereal disease. That might e a--
ce| te]d as a reason to suspect. If a reputable
nerson c¢omes along and gives verbal informa-
tion to the (Commissioner that another pe-son
i3 suffering from the disease. that would un-
doubtedly constitute reason to helieve. There
i3 a verv considerable Jifference in the word-
ing of the two provisiors.
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Mr. Munsie: But suppose that gentleman
vho suys he can diagnose from the appear-
ance of a person’s eyes were to go to the
Commissioner and give the information?

Hon., K. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): The Comunissioner would not helieve him.

Mr. MULLANY: It would be unfortunate
indeed if we had a Commissioner who would
be o foolish as to take any notice of a state-
ment sueh as that. [ have ne desire to twit
members who are opposing the present Bili
with the fact that they allowed the previous
Bill to go through. They may have had rea-
sou io change their opinions since the earlier
Bill was here. The present Bill is of sufficient
importance to be discussed on its merits, and
a member is justified in reversing the vote of
three years ago if he thinks he was wrong on
that oceasioi The Council made certain
amendments to the Scaddan Bill, the most im-
portant of whiekh provided that before the
Commissioner of [Tealth could take any action
he required to have a signed statement from
some person to the cffeet that the individoal
referred to was suffering from ienereal dis.
ease. Now we find the Commissioner of Pub-
lic Heaith states that this provicion for the
signed statement is hampering him in the
administration of the existing Aet. This Bill
is  being brought Dbefore us purely and
simply with the objeet of compelling people,
if they are suffering from the disease, in their
own interests anr in the interests of their
fellow men and women, to submit themselves
to medical examination and be cured if pos-
rible, The Commissioner has found that the
provision for the signed statzment has un-
doubtedly hampered him in his administration
of the Art. He, therefore, asks Parliament to
do awny with the neeessity for a signed state-
ment and to subctitute other safeguards. The
whole of the controversy now ranges about
two points. The first is, ean the Commis-
sioner compel safferers to widergo treatment
under the Aet as it stands to-day? Those
wlo are most opposed to the Bill admit the
nceessity for proper treatment to combat the
disease, hut there is a doubt as to whether this
provision has not hampered the Commissioner.
If one turns to the evidence bkefore the select
committee of another place one ean have no
doubt from a pervsal of it that this provision
for a signed statement has undoudtedly ham-
pered the Commissioner, and that it will net
allow him to work as he desires in his efforts
to stamp out this awful seourge. The second
point, which is a debatable one, is. would the
amendments now proposed and vnder consid-
eration in this Bill be, as claimed by its op-
ponents, such a menaee to the liberty and the
welfare of the citizens of the State as to (o
away with the posssible effects of the amend-
ments in combating the disense? These are
the two points which we have to congider. It
is admitted on all sides that it is necossary to
fight, and to o all we can to fight, this dis-
ease, There is a doubt, however, and pos-
sibly this has caused a difference of opinion
amongst many sections of the community, as
to whether the carrying out of the ameni-
ments in this Bill in their present form would
not he a greater menace to the welfare and
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liberty of the citizens than any possible bene-
fits that may be derived from them. On this-
point members will find that the, evidence be-
fore tle select committee is somewhat con-
ficting. There are people in opposition to-
this Bill who pat forward authorities,” who,
they claim, know all about secial diseases and
the efferts of legislation such as this, There-
are others, who can be taken as quite equally
good authorities on the sabject, who elaim
that it is impossible to de any goed without
these proposed amendments. It seems, there-
fore, that lon. members must use their own
diseretion after going through the evidence,
and must also use their own knowledge of’
the world to show them as to whether these.
cffects are likely to come about or not. For
my own part 1 believe that the ill-effects and
the nienace to the liberties of the citizens,
which have been spoken so much about, have:
keen very much cxaggerated. The member
for North-Fast Fremantle (Hon, W, ., An-
gwin) in opposing the Bill the other night
quoteld sections of the Acts from Vietoria and
Tasmania, in which States they have practi-
cally the same c¢lauses in operation as we have-
in the cxisting Act in this State. He stated,
‘‘Here we have Melbourne with its vast popu-
lation whieh is quite satisfied with the Act in
its present form; and if the Act is pgood
enough for Melbourne why is it not good
cnough for vs here?’’ He made the same re-
mark about Tasmania. He did not, however,
tell us that hoth Victoria and Tasmania have,
since the Aets were pasged in 1915, adopted
practically the same clauses dealing with the-
subject, and taken the lead from Western
Australia.

Hon: W. C. Angwin: They have not done so.

Mr. MULLANY : They have not gone so far
as we have gone bo-day, but they have taken
the lead from Western Australia to & large extent.
They have not yet had the experience in the-
administration of this Act that we have had
in Western Australia. This State was the first
State to have the courage to do something prac-
tical in the way of fighting this disease. I am
inclined t¢ helieve that Victoria and Tasmania,.
which have copied us so far, will, if we get these
amendments through, continue to copy Western
Australin, The hon. member also stressed the-
point, and T believe you, Sir, called him to order
for repetition, that Dr. Officer, a medical man
in this City, in giving evidence before the select
committee stated that the Bill had been entireiy
satisfactory.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : He did say so.

Mr. MULLANY: Thc hon. member did not
tell the House that Dr. Officer in his work as a
medieal man does not come into contect with
these contentious clauses at all, and the hon.
member must have knoym that. Dr. Officer
only comes in contact with the compulsory clauses,
Thet is to say, he has the power once any in-
dividual goes to him for treatment of this disease
to send that persen’s name along to the Commis-
gioner for Public Health, and automatically without
any further action being taken that patient
comes under the compulsory clauses.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Do you not know that
the Commissioner said—-

Mr. MULLANY : The hon. member had quite
enough to say the other night. Here is the differ-
ence. Dr. Officer does not come in contact with
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‘these contentious clauses at all. He has nothing
to do with the carrying cut of the Bill. Onee an
individual presents himself or herself for treatment
and examination and once the doctor has sub.
mitted their names to the Commissioncr for Public
Health, wpon the Cammissioner devolves the
responsibility of endeavouring to get these persons
t0 undergo treatment, the same as with every
person in the Ntate, provided they are suffering
from the disense. The fact is that the Com-
missionor for Public Health and Dr. Officer are
dealing with entirely different aspects of the Bill.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Commissioner said
he had difficnlty in getting them te undergo treat-
moent, and Dr. Officer stated that he had no diffi-
culty at all.

Mr. MULLANY : That bears out what [ am
#saying. We have the greatest difficulty in getting
people to offer themselves for treatment at all
The hon. member also stressed the peint, and
‘wag quite within his rights in deing so as no douhbt
be believed it to be a fact, that the Bill was mainly
dirceted against women. He criticised the Hon.
orary Minister in his introduction of the Bill,
and said he was altogether in favour of the men.
I do not want to have anything to say about the
Honorary Minister's statements, because he is
quite capable of defendingy himself. One remark
made by the hon. member was that he did not
consider the women were the culprits but that
the men were.  ¥For the purpose of this Bill thero
is no such thing as a culprit. neither man nor
woman, and the whole purpose of the Bill is not
to find eculprits or to punish people, but to help
those who are in distress no matter what their ago
is or what their sex may be.

Hon. W. C Angwin: No fear.

Mr. MULLANY :  Again, with regard to the
difference in the scxes, if hon. members will tum
to the ovidence of the select committee, question
23, thoy will find that the Commissioner for Public
Health was asked what proportion of the sexes
had presented themselves for treatment and
he gave some very striking tignres. He said in
reply to the question—

The total male cases, inchiding military
casos, i3 1,290 males and females 246 for the
year ended 30th June, 1917,

Here we find that a little over five male cases
are being treated for every one female case amongst
these who have presented themselves for treat-
ment during that period. Tt seems clear that in
the vast majority of cases these men have become
infected through some woman or another. There
may have been cases of what we may term quite
accidental infection, but these especially in the
case of males. are supposed to be very fow indeed.
Therefore, we can take it for the purpose of,
argument. that practically every onc of these men
was infected by some woman. This means one
of two things. either that the women must have
been responsibla for infecting these wen. or else
the females are not coming up for examination
and treatment in the samec proportion as the men
have been doing. We cannot get away from
these figures.

Mr. Pilkington : Probably both things are true.

Mr. MCLLANY : Quite so. I have no desire
to go into the details of the different cases dealt
with in the cvidence beforo the select committec
and it is unnccessary to do so. In dealing with
this aspect of the position, as to whether the
Commissioner has been hampered in his endeavour
to carry out the Bill through the necessity for &
signed statement, we must refer to one particular
case in which one girl has admittedly been the
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cause of infecting in one night no less than six
men, Xow, to take again the question of the
danger between the sexes there is ho probability,
and one might say no possibility, ¢f any one
man infecting half a dozen women in this way,
because it would not be possible. When we find
that we have unfortunately in onr population cases
of depravity such as this amongst the women
undoubtedly we must agree that the Act must
be enforced. Perhaps it is morc necessary to
endeavour to got the women, not to punish them,
but for their own protection and the protection
of the citizens of the State, to undergo treatment
than it i to get the men to undergo treatment.

Mr. Draper: 1s this a normal case

Mr. MULLAXNY : It surely cannot be a normal
one. Wo have had an outery made, and rightly
so, by those opposing the Bili, who say that we
cannot stamp out the disease by simply providing
free medical treatment and medical facilities,
and that we must make gome provigion for the
houging and carc of these unfortunate women
whilst Lhey are suflering from the disesse. I
yuite agree with that, Unfortunately, the woman
is in an infinitely worse position when infected
with this discass than is the man. Here again,
the member for North-East Fremauntle—T am
not aware that he did this deliberately—misre-
prescated the statement of the Honorary Minister
when he mado the remark that the men did not
matter s0 much. He made that remark after
stating that the Government fully realised the
unfortunate position that these women were in,
that the Government desired to do all they could
to help them, and that thoy would provide a
ward somewhere in which thesc unfortunate women
could be kept until they had been curcd. He
concluded by saying that it did not matter so
much for the men. The momber for North-East
Fremantle construed that romark inta an assertion
by the Honorary Minister that he did not care
whether men were brought under treatment or not.
That was cntircly unfair. Again, we hear that
there is grave danger that this will allow a man or
a woman, with a feeling of malice against some
other person, to send an anonymous letter to the
Commigsioner, that all they will have to do will
be to report to the Commissioner in that way that
such and such a porson is suffering from venercal
disease, and that then, of course, action will be
taken straight away. Some hon. members think
that the Commissioner of Health will act im-
mediately upon the receipt of an anonymous
letter. WWhat sort of a position would we be in
if any gentleman occupying the high and respon-
sible position of (‘fommissioner of Health were to
take the faintest notice of an anonymous com-
muanication ¥  What fair minded man would ever
take any action upon recvipt of such a communi-
cation * The opponents of the Bill are endeavour-
ing to rcad into it the fact that as it is not possible
to get signed statements, the authorities must
neoessarily accept unsigned statements. For the
sake of those who have any fear in that direction,
and personaltly I have none, an amendment can be
mado which will have the offect of setting out
explicitly that no notice whatever shall be taken
by the Commissioner of Health of any anonymous
communicationd. I belicve it is an offence against
the law of the State at the present time to send
anonymous ¢communications to anvone, and if the
person sending sech a missive is discovered, he or
she is liable to severe punishment. and the fact
that & communication of that kind may be sent
to the Commissioner of Health on a subject like
venareal disease will not absolve from punishment
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any sender in the event of that sender being
discovered. My interprotation of the clause is
that if the Commissivner has reason to believe
that a porson is suffering from venercal disease,
he will then take action. [ think that that is all
the power the Commissioner is asking. There is
&n additional safeguard in the appointment of a
committee, to whom the Commissioner must refes
all such matters. | rather regret that there is
to be such a committee. The Commissioner is
slways o man of repute, otherwise he would not
occupy such an important position, and ho could
deal with all cases without roferring them in any
way to a committee. However, that is a matter
of detail. The greatest and only argument which
has Leen used against the Bill is that if it is passed,
it will bo possible for a malicious person to give
such information to the Commissioner, on which
information a perfeetiy innocent girl may be sub-
jected to the indignity of receiving a notifieation
from the Commissioner that thero is reason to
beliove she is suffering fromn venereal disease and
she must present herself for examination to a
medical olficer. [ am prepared to admit that thore
is a remote possibility of such a thing as that
occurring. [ am also prepared to admit that it
would bhe an indignity aud calamity for such a
thing to happon, but knowing, as T think I do know,
that the dangor is so slight, knowing also as hen.
mombers know, that the fact of getting people
suffering from venereal disease in for treatment
will be so heneieial tu the community generally,
I belicve the very slight risk involved will be
worth taking. There is also the aspeet that the girl
who receives the notification, knowing that she
is innocent, is in a better position than the girl
who, unfortunately, has only just then realised
that tho statoment made about her is true.  There
arc unfortunate girls whom it will be necossary
to notify in the interests of themselves and of
the public, and. in conclusion, I can oaly say
that I wonld regret, as much as any other hon.
member, to find that any such thing happened to an
innocent girl.  Yet, in the interests of the people
of the State, & slight rist must be taken. The
result must he of great bone.t and will largely
outweirh any possible danger of such a thing
happening. Therefore, in the interests of the
people of the State, and to assist the Government
and the Medieal Department to stamp out this
scourge, I intend to support the second reading
of the Bill

AMr. PILKINGTOXN (Perth? [5-221: Like the
last spoaler. 1 propoze to condine myself to that
portion of the Bill which deals with venorcal dis-
eases, and which alone, 1 think, presents any
subjeet for serious controversy.  Arelect committeo
of the Upper House have reported on this portion
of the Bill and the Government have presented
a Bill to this House somewhat in this form : They
tell us venercal disease is very provalent in tho
State, and they tell us that the Bill which they
are now introducing is necessary in order te deal
with the prevalence of the malady. They give
certain instances which 1 may fairly call abnormal
cases. They are mostly of girls who are knewn
to be suffering from this disease. anrl who are known
to have infected many persons. Thoese cases
number, as I gather from the eviclence, half a dozen,
or a dozen, altogether. I am guoting those cases
as referred to by the selece committes and the
Minister, The Government submit an amending
Bill which, if adopted, they say, and probably
rightly, will enable the Commissioner of Health
to deal with these hali a dozen or dozen cases,
and with any similarly abnormal cases which may
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arise in the future. Therefore, they say this Bill
should be passed. What they omit to consider,
what the seloct commistee, [ venture to say,
have not considered, and what has not been con-
siclered by the witnesses whoso evidence 1 have
read, is this vital point : Asswming that the Bill,
it passed, will enable the Commissivner of Health
to deal with the cases to which he has referred,
and with gsimilar cases, the only eficet which such
a measure as this will have will be this: any person
who is familiar with legislation and its offocts
knows that very little logislation affects procisely
the object it is intended to attain. It is a pity
the Honorary Minister is not aware of that fact.
I ropeat, very little legislation affects precisely
the object it iz intended to attain, and » great deal
of legislation which does attain to some extent
the object it is intended to attain also produoces
other effeets which are disastrous, and [ venture
to say this proposed legislation would ~produce
disastrous cffects. For the moment let me put
aside those dangers referred to by the last speaker,
dangers which are very serious, that an innocent
woman—hceause with 2 man it masters com-
paratively little—may bo subjected to a shameful
humiliation. I put that aside for the moment,
though it is by no means a trifling matter, and [
would ask hon. members to consider, if we put
these drastic powers into the hands of the Com-
missioner of Health, what effect it will hkve upon
& man or woman suffering from ono of the discases
we are discussing. The effeet will be this: They
are alrcady fearful of putting themselves under
medical treatment and drastic legislation of this
sort tonfold intensifies that fear. Legislation of
this type—and 1 include in legislation of this type,
the principal Act which we are amending so far
a3 it deals with venereal diseases—drives men
and women who should go for medical treatmont
away from the medical man into the hands of the
quack. Reference has heen made on several
occasions to the evidence given hy the Com.
missioner of Health, and [ would like to say, speak-
ing of the Commissioner of Health, that T trust
that anvthing I may say will not he construed into
a suggestion which in any way roflects upon him.
[ have no doubt the Commissioner of Health is a
most competent aud zealous olficer, and in acting
az he has done, in suggesting this legislation,
he is acting as he thinks. in the hest intorests of
the comumnunity, and I have no doubt that in the
administration of such legislation he would in
every way show that care and zeal which T know
he possesses. But lot mo look at his ovidence
referred to by the previous speaker. We lind that
in the hrst year that this legislation was in apers-
tion 2,147 cases were notited. The last speaker
has pointed out the discrepancy in the number
of male and femsle notifications. Hon. members
will abserve that the total notitications during the
whole year were under one per cent. of the popula-
tion of the Stato. In view of the fact that these
notifications extend over a year, probably the
number of persons sufiering and notifed at any
one time were not more than half per cent. of the
whole population. I speak on & subject of this
sort with great diffidence as I do not pretend to
be an expert, and 1 am ignorant of many of the
facts which are known more or less to such persons
as the Public Health Commissioner, who has
studied the matter from an expert point of view.
But those figures suggest to me either that this
awful discase is not very prevalent in Western
Australia, or what 1 think is much moro likely
is that the existing Act has entirely failed becauso
there has not been notification except in & small
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percentage of cases. Or, perhaps, [ should say
because there has been a failure of notitication
in a large number of cases. [t is ditticult, of course,
for anyone to say how prevalent these discase; are,
that is to say, prevalence as compared with pre.
valence in other countriva, Two years ago o
Royal Commission sitting in England came to this
conclusion—

The Commissionors are led to the conclusion
that a number of persons who have boeen infected
with svphilis. acyuired or congonital, cannot fall
bolow 10 por eent, of the whole population in
the large cities and the percentage infected with
gonorrheea mnst greatly ecceed this proportion.

In & note by the compiler of this synopais of
the report of the Commission, it is pointed out—

If this conclusion is correet, it implies 430,000
syphilitic persons in London : and, inasmuch
as the mortality figures of syphilis for the whole
Kingdem a nount to -6 times that of London.
it suggests that there must be three million
syphilities in the Kingdom,

That is dealing with syphilis alone. [f therc is
anvy truth in those figures though 1 adwmit that
tanzuage is of a kind which may be subject to
explanation by a medical man, but these rigures
suggest the condition in Western Australis is not
serious, that the cliscases are not prevalent if
there are only 2,147 cases in one year. I do not
believe that is the proper conclusion. The proper
conclusion T venture to say, is that during the lirst
voa: of the opamtion of the Act, persons suffering
from these diseases werc afraid partly because of
the Act, partly beeausc it i3 always the case, to
subject themselves to medical treatment. 1f that
is s0 the Act has been a failure. The point is
if the Act has been a failure are we to run the
risk, not so slight a risk as the last speaker sug-
gested, of women being subjected to this hideous
humiliation—I[ repeat this hidcous humilintion.

Hon. R. F. Underwood (Honorary Minister): It
is their their own fault.

Mr. PILKINGTOXN : [ say it is ten thousand
times more hideous for & woeman who is innncent
te be subjected to this humiliation, than it is
in the case of a person suffering from the disease,
becanse in most cases they soffer from it through
their own fault. [ repeat it is o humiliation for
an innocent woman to be examined for this disease
through no fault of her own. If this class of
legislation has not been successful its Iailure to

succeed has had the same fate that all other-

legislation in the past has had. This is a matter
that has been the subject of legislation in various
eountries, in England, in Frarce, in Germany,
in Denmark and elsewhere. The whole of that
legislation and its effects were before the Royal
Commission in England and that bods came to the
conclusion that this class of legislation was not
effective.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minister)
Why not refer to the Commission which sat in
Anstralia *

Mr. PILKINCTOXN: I wish to refer to an
article which the Honormary Minister guoted in
introducing the - Bill. Strangely encugh he
referred to it as justifying the Bill he was intro-
ducing. The article appears in the ' Nineteenth
Century ' of September last by Rir Bryan Denkin,
admittedly an authority on the subject and it is
strangely taken as an autherity of the methods
advocated by the Government to.day.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minister)
It does not touch it.

Mr. PILKINGTON : I will read & portion o
the article which I think will be sufticient t
justify what T have sail. The whole artiele ha
shown what in the opinion of the writer is th
proper method to deal with the matter. and tha
the legisiation attempted in the past has not bee
effcetive. [ om reading from rage 585 if th
Honorary Minister wishes to follow me. and ther
it says as follows :—

am, however, strongly convinced tha
public opinion, properly and clearly instructe
will not favour the view that these strikingl
prevalent and  disastrous, but nevertheles

pre-eminently preventable diseases are to b

sttacked merely by warmings ayainst their ev

physieal results, by checks on drunkennest
by moral admonitions respeeting irrcguls
sexual intercourse generally, or by etforts &
securc the best trestment of the infeeted ofte
the disease has hern contracted.
Hon. members wiil observe these are the method
adopted—

Such indirect measures and others of ver
different kinds have boen tried fur centurie:
nndd have met, it may be, with some slight an
sporadic success, but as o whale their reselt ha
been signal and inevitable failure.

That is the opinion of the leamed writer to who
the Minister made reference and was his authorit
on the subject on introducing the Bill.

Mr. Teesdole : What doos he suggest *

Mr. PILKINGTON : 1 will come to his sugge
tions, I thercfore say in reference to the Bi
in the first place, this class of legislation [ d
not believe is effective. 1t is not so far as it ca
be judged by the legislation in Western Austroli
It bhas failed clsewhere.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minister)
No. .

Mr. PILKINGTON:  H legislation of th
kind, however drastic, was going to stamp ou
the disease, I should 1 ght for it though | hami
iated every woman in Western Australia : but
am not prepared to vote for it if it means tryin
to stamp out the discase by means which we hav
reason to believe will not be effieetive, and whic
yet involve the risk of humiliating women.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Hororary Minister)
What do you propose ?

Mr. PILKINGTOX : Tam coming to the questio:
of what the (Government might consider. It ha
been suggested that there is no real danger becauvs
the Commissioner is going to be very carcfu
I do aot think the Commissiener himself realise
the pesition lm is endeavouring to place himsel
in. He tells us in the evidence that he will by
quite able by cross evamination to tell whethe
the cvidence which he wgets is eorrect or not
do not know sanything about venereal disease
but I do know something about cross examination
and if the Commissioner is able to do what h
say3s he must be the best cross cxaminer whe
aver lived. [ would like to ask the {ommissione
if he qguite estimates what he states. Rupposi
two or three men whom he knows nothing about—
they may be truthful—come to him and say—
* We have all been infected by so and s0.”" Wha
is he goine to o *  1s he to aay, " I do not beliew
you” They mav be telling the truth. H
savs, ©° [ will cross exemine yvou and if vou do no
break dewn under cross cxaminetion you an
telling the truth.” If he does move and th
woman is innocent, he places himself in a difficul
position. There is no doubt such legislation i
desperately drastic and lends itself to seriou
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abuges and is utterly unjustifiable unless it can
be ehown, what never can be shown, that it will
lead to the stamping out of the disease. This
class of legislation ought not to be passed in this
drastic form.

Mr. Teesdalo: Are you nover going to try ?

The Colonial Treasurer :  Will it ameliorate the
disease ?

Mr. PILKINGTON : At present I believe it
never will ameliorate the disease. This form of
legislation has been tried over and over again.

Hon. R. H Underwood {Honorary Minister):
This form has never been tried over and over
again,

Mr, PILKINGTON: The Honorary Minister
does not understand English. I do not say this
Act, but this class, this type of legislation, has
been tried over and over again.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minister):
It has never been tried in England ; it has in
Denmark.

Ale. PILKINGTON: In Denmark thera is
very similar legislation to this, and the Contagious
Discasos Act was tried in England—a very fair
test of this legislation, and they failed. We
have nat the figures, but I belisve we have already
failed with our Act here.  Wa have failed because
the figurcs show that peoplo have not gone te
medical men. We have got to get a person to
go to & medical man first. The man in the streot
looks at it in this way. He knows there is a
Medical Department waiting to grab him as a
patient and to curg him. He does not want the
Modical Department to get hold of him so he goes
to a quack 1 helicve legislation of this sort
instead of doing goed, does harm. I cannot
prove it, of course it is open to opinion, but I
believe it does harm. We have strong reason for
belioving that persons in  Western Australia
suffering from this disease have not gone to medicak
men  They did not go in the first vear the Act
was in force from the figurcs which we have before
us, I was asked to say what [ propose. | am
not an expert in the matter, [ do not proposc to
say that | can introduce a remedy, but I do pro-
pose¢ o suggestion and the consideration of the
remedy put forward by Sir Bryan Donkin in the
article which was referred to, and apparently in
fearful language by the select committce that
reported on this matter. I would ask if the
Government and the Medical Department are in
earnest if they mean to deal with this fully,
will thoy be prepared to consider Sir Bryan
Donkin’s suggestions even though it may bring
down upon them a mass of vituperation and
attack from various sources. Tn the report at
the very end we find this paragraph. [t iz on the
last page but onc—-

Your Committee observes with intcrest that
the prophylaxis or preventive treatment of

venereal digease is occupying the attention of

at least the military medical authorities, and

hopes that an unprejudicod consideration may

be given to this subject.
Che article to which I have referred, that of Sir
Bryan Donkin, and which the honorary Minister
ised, suggests a remcdy which may be shortly
lescribed as being medical treatment, either im-
nediately before or immediately after the person
as exposed himself or herself to infection. | am
rell aware of the opposition which such a sugges-
ion will cause, but I submit if this House is in
arnest, if tha Governm~nt and the Medical Depars-
1ent are in earncst, this matter will receive their
onsideration, and they will if possible devise a
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means whereby it may be put into foree in this
State so as to put an end or almest put an end to
venereal disease in Western Australia.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minister):
It is in foreco now, just at the corner of Barrack
and Wellington streets.

Mr. PILKINGTOX : Of course T know that one
can always buy chemicals ab any chemists and it
must follow that anyone liable to suffer from a
discase can get chemicals and prevent the disease.

The Minister for Works : Are you going to make
immorality safe ?

Mr, PILKINGTOX : If to make immorality safe
neans stamping out the disease, I am going to
make immorality safe. It the hon, member means
that morality should be left unsafe, open to attacks
of venereal disease, lot him say s0. Lot him say:
1 will pot stamp out tho digease, T prefer it to
provail.”  That is the old argument ; this is the
argument, vou are making vice ensy. The method
advocated by Sir Bryan Donkin in the article is
the method which alone has succeeded in combating
venereal discase and that alone.

The Minister for Works: It is up against the
arguments of the churches,

Mr. PILKINGTOXN : I am perfectly indifferent
as icgards the arguments of the churches and the
women. 1 am not concerned with those argu-
ments ; [ am concerned with what I think. If I
am attacked by the churches and the women, I
shall not care two straws.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: The purpose of this Bill
is to stamp ont venereal disease. You want to
prevent venereal disease.

Mr, PILKINGTON : I want to prevent venereal
disease from arising. The Bill is intended to treat
vencreal discase after it comes inte existence,
Sir Bryan Donkin's method prevents the disease
from coming inlo existence, by treating the person
who has subjected himself or herself to infection,
treating sach porson immediately after being so
subjectod. Tn the first place, let me point out the
resulis which have been attained by this method.
The ~* Nineteenth Century ~ article, to which the
Honorary Minister has referrod, gives, on page 583,
a remedy. This remedy has been known for a
good many years: known in a scientific sense ;
but so little has it been kuown in the general sense
that even Sir Bryan Donkin states that a book
on the subject, published in 1909, came to his
knowledge only a few months before he wrote thia
article published in September of last year. The
romedy was more gonerally known in Aunstria
and Germony thanin England. Sir Bryan Donkin
gives this illustration of tha effects of the remedy—

An army order was issued in Austria in 1907
. for the prevention of venereal diseases, and

carried out with the result of a decrease of 62

per cent. in the amount of disease in some of

the regiments, and later in the same year a

docree of the war office to the same effect was

issned in France.
The point is that thers was a reduction of 62 per
cent. in the amount of disease. Sir Bryan Donkin
also quotes an article from the * Lancet.” He
8ays—

3 The * Lancet ” article, in illustration of the

recent attitude to this question, refers to the

important fact that ** in military administration,
dirocted to the enly organised group of society
in which, before the awakening of to-day,
measures had been adopted to deal with veaereal
diseases, this inunetion (/.r., with calomel oint-
ment} had already hecome a routine measure.
An army order issued in March, 1916, directed
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medical officers to arrange ' an orgenised system
by which soldiers who had exposed themselves
to the danger of vencresal infection were reyuired
to attend for treatruent within 24 hours of in-
fection, ete.” We understand that in the case
of one battalion of {,700 men in which these facili-

ties for preventive treatment were introduced.

the incidence of venercal disease immediately

fell to less than a quarter of the provious figure.”
That is a reduction of over 75 per cent.  Sir Bryan
Donkin proceeds—

There is no reason whatever to question this
result, or that even better success might perhaps
be attained, similar facilities and instructions
being given. not only in the Army and Navy
but also in the civil population.

Sir Bryan Donkin quotes the following from o
communication which, he savs, was sent to him
by a specially oxperienced medical authority—

1t is well known that the infective organisms
of syphilis and ponorrhaa are more easily
destroved in the first 24 hours after exposure to
infection than at any time aftor the onset of
the discase. If due precautions are taken nho
child, even if born of infected parents, need ever
acquire gonococcal ophthalmia.  Preventive
treatment in this case is well recognised and
widely employed. It should be equally recog-
nised and employed against gonorrhaxa itself,
Both infections arc easy to prevent, and both
exceedingly difficult to cure,

That is the keynote of the whole of his argument—
to prevent these diseases is medically easy, and to
cure them is medically diftcult. The statement
quoted hy Sir Bryan Donkin contihues —

The preventive treatment of syphilis is even
casier. and is often sucecessful when applied
some three days after exposure. Preventive
treatment, summed up in & word, is cleanliness,
second indeed to Codlinezs, but much more
easily enforced. It is probable that careful
washing with soap and warm water immediately
or a few hours after exposwe to infection would
prevent the onset of disease in most cates,
and if, in addition, medical means are suitably
applied, the oceurrence of diseaso can be reduced
by 80 or 90 per cent.

It is said by the Honorary Minister that these
practices are available. Of course, one can buy
these things in any chemist's gshop in Perth, or,
for that matter, in any chemist's shop in the world.
But the poiut is, are they made known and avail-
able to the public so that they may be used gener-
ally and these diseases prevented * Are the
Government prepared to use these measures as
a means of cutting out these diseases from Western
Australia *  As [ stated a little while agoe, T of
course do not profess to have any medicinal know.
ledge of these diseases. I merely put forward
what appears to me to be & mothod of dealing
with thom, which has alone, of all methods. been
soccessful, and which therefore 1 suggest should
receive the serious consideration of the Government
and of this House. Of course, if by reading these
articles ] have been mislead into a wrong bhelief
that these methods are geod, when in fact they are
not good, that is a different matter altogether, 1
will bow to medical authority if so advised. Eunt I
notice that Dr. Trethowan, in his evidence hefore
the seleot committee, speaks in the same way of
these preventives as being effcctive. And there is
a still more remarkahle ease. In answer to Sir
Bryan Donkin's article published in the - Nine-
tecuth Century ” of September last, there appeared
in the following issue of the same journal an article
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by Sir Francis Champney, a medical man of the
highest repute. He attacks Sir Bryan Donkin’y
methods very strongly and very vigorously, but
he never suggests that the medieal results cannot
be obtained. So far as the medical results are
concerned, he apparently accepts them without
question. Ho attacks these methods solely upon
moral and religious grounds. He says that pre
ventives are immoral. For some ieason there
appears to be an inclination to shrink from nd.
vocating the methods which Sir Bryan Donkiu
atdvocates. Sir Bryan points out, in the articl
to which T have referred, that the Biitish Royal
Commission which reported in March, 1916, doc
not mention these methods except in a very
casual faghion, Tt is true also that our seleci
committee dealt with the matter in a simila
way. So far as [ can sco, however, the medica
evidence all peints in one direction. Let us dea
with the medical aspect first, quite apart from
any moral or religious considerations. It wouk
appear to he & medical fact—although of course
upon this point 1 may be open to correction—
that if we could persuade people who cxpost
themselves to infection to adopt those method:
which are to-day adopted by the soldiers at thi
Front, if we could persunde these people to mak
use of these preventive measurces, then in al
probability vencieal diseases would be pracsicall;
wiped out. There ought to be little diffcult;
in arranging that these 1emedies should be mad:
available to everyone. Methods are suggeste
in the article from which [ have quoted. 1t i
recommended that the preventives shounld b
placed in public lavatories, and sold at a ver
small price. There would be no difticulty i
the Covernment arc prerared to face the matter
prepared to say, * We are going to make publi
the fact that any person whe indulges in im
morality can make himsclf practically perfectl;
safe by the usc of this means.” If we are preparec
to do that, then there sccms to me to be litth
diffieulty in reaching the medical result of reducing
these diseases by enormous percentages. I an
well awnre that these suggestions will create ¢
good deal of opposition. [ venture to think the:
would create very little opposition if it were no
for the, as it were, inherited views which perhap.
we all hold to some extent, by reason of the opin
ions held with regard to the former Contagiou:
Diseases Acts of England. Those Acts presentec
an appearance—l do not say that it was the
fact—to at any rate a large number of the peoph
of England that the Covernment were providing
houses of ill-fame for the use of the public ; anc
that shocked the conscience of the public. Now ¢
similar attitude is adopted by a large number o
persons agoinst the methods advocated by Si
Bryan Donkin, or the methods that might be
adopted. Indeed, the book I refer to, by Mr
Robson, published in 1909, was refused cireulatior
in the libraries, and the booksellers would noi
handle it. Even Sir Bryan Donkin never got tc
know of it until eight vears after it was written
There is a geneml feeling, 1 am well aware, againa!
the adoption of these methods. But. assuming
that the medical fact is established—and as to tha
I say, of course, that we must rely upon medica
evidence—that by using these methods the dis
cases can be destroyed, or nearly cut out, shoul
not these methods be applied ¥ 1 submit, witl
some conlidence, that they should. And T submit
with some confidence, that there is not any im
morality in applying those methods. I.submj
that if ther is any immonmlity connected witl
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the maiter of applying or not applying them, so
far as those in authority are concerned, the im-
morality would consist in a refusal to apply
measure: which wonld eradicate venercal discases.

The Minister for Works : How would vou apply
the methods to those who have inherited the
diseascs *

Mr, PILKINGTON :
in such caset

The Minister for Works :
in those cases. then?

Mr. PILKINGTOXN : Treatment must be
provided for those cases. 1 do not pretend that
these methods will prove porfect. but I do sav
they will greatly reduce, so far as the medical
evidence at my disposal goes— of course T may
be misled—the incidence of these discases.  On this
point T gather Dr Trethowan holds the same
opinion as ¥ir Bryan Donkin : and T can find no-
thing in the evidence of the Commissioner of
Public Health to throw doubt upon the matter.
In fact, we arc now told by the Honorary Minister
that the Commissioner of Public Health has
lectured on the subject, and that he supports the
view put forward. I should be surprised to hear
that the Commissioner does not hold the same
view as Sir Bryan Donkin,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I do not think those
methods would inerease inmanorality.

Mr PILKINGTON: T do not believe they
would, and for this reason: this thing is well
egtablished : for some reason difficult to under
stand, the prevalence of these disenses does not,
in fact, act as a deterrent. DBut I want to put
this point—and I know that the sttack will be
made upon the only ground that it can be made,
the suggestion of immorality. We shall be told,
““ You are making vice casy.” That is the attack
which will be made upon me now, I suppose. I
shall be told that I am trying to make vice casy.
Very well But I would ask the person who
makes that charge whether, if he could by the
wave of & wand eradicate these diseases from the
face of the earth, he would de so? Of course
he would. And then he would make vice easy.
If we succeed in the object which, apparently,
we are all trying to reach, that is to say the cutting
out of these diseases, we shall he making vice
easy.

The Minister for Works : And saving the human
race. \Which is the more important ?

Mr. PILKINGTOX : T should think that both
arc important—both to cut out venercal disease
and to save the human race. 1 do not know to
which object the Minister for Works is referring.
But I do suggest that the argument that we shall
be making vice easy is » fallacious arguments,
entircly fallacious. We are out to make vico
easy, if that means that these diseases are o be
cut away. Tt is the opinion of a gnod many people,
that 400 years ago the venercal disease, syphilis
was unknown. [ do not say that opinion is
right. It is the opinion of Sir Francis Champneys
that in the early part of the Christian cra there
was no venereal disease.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minister) :
I theught it was hrought from America by the
men who travelled with Columbus,

Mr. PILKINGTOXN : Some are of that opinion ;
sthers are not. Reference will be found to venereal
{iseases in the fifteenth chapter of Leviticus.
Chere arc many persons, inchiling Sir Franeis
Shampneys. who believe there was a time when
hose diseascs did not exist. T that is so, I would
wint out that a Lkeneficent Providence, in His

They would not apply

What weuld you do
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wisdom, at opne time made vice easy. There can
be no immorality in cutting cut & discase. If these
methods can cut out this discase from Westorn
Australia they ought to be employed. I earnestly
ask hon. members, if they do consider these
methods might be used with advantage, to deal

- with the question of the morality or immorality

of it with care and camestness ; because 1 fcel
certain that those persons who congider, as Rir
Francis Champneys did. that thers is something
immoral in the method, are affected by prejudice,
or by the point of view from which they have long
been accustomed to look at this question. I know
well what the ordinary peint of view of half the
people of Englani was in regard to the Contagious
Diseases Act. The gencral opinion was that it
was some sort of Government cloak for vice.
Whether it was so or not, it i3 quite immatorial
to argue now. That point of view is causing a
hostility te Sir Bryan Donkin's suggestion—which
is by no means new, but which he has published
for the first time to the ordinary man.  Very fow
persons in this Stato had ever read about those
methods until that article was published. I
suppose every person who is interested in the
matter wants to see the disease cut away. I
suppose that those who decry these methods as
immoral or irreligions are equally desirous of
seeing the diseages destroyed. This is what
I would ask those persons to consider: Do they
consider it immornal to destroy these diseases root
and branch ? They could not say anything
but " No” Well, let them remember that when
they have done that any man, and any woman,
may practice immorality without the slightest
danger of contmacting venereal disease.  Vico
will be made easy, as it was, perhaps, made easy
by Providence in the beginning.

Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [6:3]: T was
hopeful that we should have heard something
from the Minister for Works in reply to the very
able speech which we have been privileged to
hear. I have hesitancy in addressing the House
after listening to that speech, because to my mind,
it so thoroughly hits the subject, deals with it
s0 trenchantly and puts the matter so clearly
before the House that it leaves very little more
to bo said. If I weary the Housc somewhat in the
course of my speech, 1t will only be in the elabora-
tion of the principles and views {aid down by the
member for Perth (Mr. Pilkington) following not
upen theory, not upon mere speculative opinion,
but on the expericnce of capable medical men
who have made the subject a special study. Lagree
with the hon. member that the only peint worth
debating in thc measure we are now considering
is the matter of dealing with legislation forcradicat.
ing venereal diseases. At the same time, I must
pay a compliment to my [riend, the member for
North-East Fremantle (Hon. W, C. Angwin) for
having gone to congiderable pains to point out that
the Bill, apart from those clauses, iz one that
practically grants unwarranted powers to the
Health Department and to the Cummissioner for
Public Health. I purpose to leave those clauses
dealing with the power given to the Commissioner
and to the Health Department until we reach
the (‘'ommittee stage ; but 1 do intend, with the
privilege of the House, to deal at considerable
length with the subject that is the hone of con-
tention in this measure, First of all, the right
note was struck by the member for Perth when
he pointed out that generally we approach this
subject with preconceived notions that we have
imbibed, not only from our youth but, if there be
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anything in heredity, we have acinally inherited.
There is a deep rooted prejudice in the general
public against treating subjecte scxually related
in any form whatever. As bas been pointed out,
the very fact that we can discuss the matier so
freely in this Assembly, and that public meetings
can be held whereat women not only attend but
have the privilege and thc courage to address
large audiences on the subject, is signilicant of a
vast change that is passing over the public mind.
T rejoice in that ; there is more good in that than
there is in the Bill we arc asked to endorse. Tt is
knowledge, knowledge and cleanliness that are
to eradicate this disease, knowledge, cleanliness,
and absolute freedom from that hesitancy to deal
with sexual matters as if they were something
tabooed. I can well understand how the subject
has been taboocd.  There was a fime in the history
of the humen race when prostitution was an
absolutely sacred thing, when it was part and parcel
of the religions of the prople. We have only to
read our Herodotus to learn that at one period
in Bayblon every woman was compelled to submit
herself to a stranger.  We are told with a touch of
pity that one woman worshipped at the shrine of
Mylitta, waiting for a stranger to throw a coin in
her lap, for the space of three years, because her
more fortunate sisters had taken the custom of
the godess so to speak, and had acquired priority.
And it was not alone Mylitta, but at Ashiorath,
Astarte, and Tanith of old Carthage. And even
in the days of old Creece, the Greeks in their re-
ligious ceremonies practising the same religious
zeal in the worship of the fertility of Nature as
represented by the mother godess, made prostitu-
tion itself to be surrounded by reverence and
sanctity. Tt was not until the quickening of the
intellect, until the conflict of nations in intellectual
struggle for superiority in the domain of com-
parison that a revulsion took place, and in addition
to having the devotees of Venus we had the de-
votees of the chaste gudessess and the vestal virging
whose celibacy was hung around by every possible
safeguard, and where violation was aflected by the
penalty of death.  But it was not till the Roman,
I may say perhaps, the Greek and Roman Empires,
had spread luxury in the East and had made
an inroad to the decadence of the old religions of
Egypt and the worship of Isis and Osiris that o
gpecies of revolt against sexual indulgence in any
form arose. And before the days of Christianity,
in old Egypt there were the Asectics, those who
were devoted to eelebacy in the strictest sense of
the word. And from sects of this kind arose that
school of Alexandria, that eclectic school that
ultimately gave us the Theraputac of Egvpt and
our Essenes of Palestine, and the Christians hefore
Christ, so graphically described by the first great
Christian histovian, Eussibius. This school, these
orders of chaste men and chaste women who lived
in the desert and secluded themsclves from sexual
suggestions in every possihle form, took their rise
and got their station in Egyvpt. And the early
christian writings teem with instances of antipathy
to sexual matters and sexual relationship. Even
in our New Testament we rcad that it is better
to marry than to burn; the inferencc being that
3f one can aveid burning it = better not to marry
at all

Sitting suspended from G-15 to 7-30 p.m.

Hon. T. WALKER : It is more than mere in.
tellectual peculiarity. Tt has its roots deep down
in those relirious convictions that 1 was endeavour.

ing to trace beforn we adjourned for tea. To pro-
perly understand it we have to realise the origin
of those various sects that culminated by sclection
after 300 or 400 years in what we call christianity.
In the second century, particularly, we find a
fierce conlliet raging that lasted in some respects
up to the fourth century between two prominent
bodies of men ealled respectively pnostics and
montanists. I want particularly to draw attention
to theso hecause the montanists are the representa-
tives of the old Ascotees. We may trace that
antipathy back from the time of the Therapeutal
and the Essenets and to the conflicting schools of
Alexandria.  The gnostics hbelieved in only a
spiritual christianity, a christianity that was
philnsophical not actual, and the montanists be-
licved in a reality with some modifieations of
spiritunl explanation in the christian experience.

Hon, R. H. Underwoud {Honorary Minister):
When du you anticipate getting to the Bill ?

Hon. I'. WALKER : The montanists who were
looking forward, not looking back to the past,
to the Messiah, the Christ coming, made it the most
pertment of their doctrines that they should put
away the flesh, aned with the flesh was included
cverything soxual. Tt became a mania with them
to put away the fiesh, aud, for their hatred
of overything they christened carnal, they were
willing to underge martyrdom and porsecution of
every kind, and they actually did so. They were
an exceedingly powerful sect, and it is through their
teachings that the very Church of Rome tonk its
antipathy to scxual matters. From that time
onward sex has been an abomination, and woman,
particularly, has suffered in this respeet,  The great
controversy between the mountanists and their
rivals at Carthage was as to whether virgins should
be veiled.  Tn the latter days the antipathy became
so strong that Lecky records that one of the Saints
refuced to keep fowls beeause there were amongst
them those of the female sex. Such was the
antipathy to sex and it exists to this hour. There
is no suhject more tabooed than sex. One cannot
discuss it in public. One cannot publish works
upon it without heing liable to prosecution. Even
the works of the great scicntist, Haveloch Ellis,
are banned hecause they deal particularly with
sexual matiers. They have been prohibited
circufation, although there can be nothing to gainssy
in these as regards their moral intent, their useful
purposes ag scicntific treatment, anid their value
generally to humanity. We have at last passed
that stage when weo must not treat upon sex matters
openly.  The interjection of the Minister for Works
ahout making vice and punishmont for sing is &
remnant of that specics of thonght and worse than
thought. feeling. If it were only that we cnuld
combat it with argument, but it i3 deep seated in
the feelings of mankind. There would be no man
who would perhaps scream more than the Minister
for Works if we pursued the policy sugmested by
the learned physician quoted by the member for
Perth (Mr. TPilkington’, and had prophylacties in
ready access tn evervhedy liahle to suffer and not
onlv actnally suffering.

Hon. R. H. Underwaod (Hoaarary Minister):
He has not ouoted from any phyvsician.

Hon. T. WALKER: Undoubtedly the hon.
member did. 1 say there would he none who
would scream more than some of those who are
supperting this measure to-night if the chemist’s
shop referred to at the corner of Barrack and
Wellington Streets

Hon. R. H. Underwood {Honorary Minister):
You couhl get them free.
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Hon. T. WALKER : Advertised it. If a
chemist advertised a preventative for these venereal
discasy, immediately the police would be down
upon the advertising chemist, and [ suppose
through the agency of the very department
represented by the introduction of this Bill
It is that fecling we must get rid of, if we are to
care this evil or treat it rationally,

The Minister for Works: s it not better to
have treatment by those who are qualified to
apply the treatment than allow the people to take
medicines promiscuously and in ignorance ?

Hon, T. WALKER: [f we actually have the
prophylactic and if we actually have the pre-
vantative, and it is known and tested and ean
be sold or bought anywhere the ignorant may
tae ib, &3 they may tak%e any other physics
chemically and professionally prepared.

The Minister for Works : And you must guaran.
tee that it will have no injurious effect. or any
effect except that which is wanted.

Hon. T. WALKER: Of course we would
guatantee to that extent. We look upon the
medical professisn to guard wa in that respect.

The Minister for Works: [ am oaly looking
at ths lozical conseguence.

Hon T. WALKER : Thesc consequcnces are
that if we offer a preventative, one which will
lessen the linbility to infection, and bears upon
it the guarantee of the medical talent of the
world, it is not only safe t¢ use it where risk is
to be run, or is actually run—

Hon. 8. H. Underwood (Honorary Minister) :
They have been using it for the last 50 yoars.

Hon. T WALKER : That is the proper channel
to take. That is the duty we have in view. and
in these gurroundings as represented in this Bill—

Hon. R. H. Underwocd (Honorary Minister):
That is one of our dutics which we are carrying
out.

Hon. T. WALKER : Undoubtedly. [t isone
which is liable to crandicate the cvil and so faras I
know the only one, and I believe it to he my
daty to show—

Hon, R. H, Underwood (Honorary Minister):
They have been nsing it for 30 years.

Hon. T. WALKER: The hon. member will
have an cpportunity of speaking again later on,
and | hope he will have patience and listen to
others new. This focling of prejudice, this love
of ignoranse upen the subject, this tabooing of
enlightenment. have been reaponsible for the very
introduction of the worst forms of vencroal disease
amongst us, Reference was made by the member
for Perth to the introduction of syphilis in the
fifteenth century. [ want hon. members to bear
in mind that prier to that, though tierc¢ a3 no
lack of what we should call immonlity, though
there were courtesans everywhere, though there
was promiscuity of soxual intercourse all through
Europe, that disease had not been known until
Colcmbus’s retum  with his soldierss from  the
West Indies. My authority, and T think it is
wise that members should know this, for it shows
the state of morais and how we sometimes hypo-
oritically hide facts, not.only historical facts,
but those which nre prmsent amongst uws o suit
our own ends. is no less a one than Draper, in his
 Tntellectual development of Europe,” and he
says—

The attention of all Europe was snddenly
arrested by a discase which hroke out soon after
the discovery of America. It raged with par.
ticular violence in the French army commanded
by Charles VITI. at the siege of Naples, A.D,
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1403, and spread almost like an epidemic. T
wai syphilis. Though there have been modical
authors who supposed that it was only an
cxacerbation of a malady known from an.
tiquity, that opinion cannot be maintained
after the loarned rescarches of Astrue. That
it was something recognised at the time na
altogether new scems to be demonstrated by
the accusation of different nabions against
each other of having given origin to it. Very
soon  however, the truth appesred. Tt had
been brought Ly the sailors of Columbus from
the West Indies. [ts true character, and the
conditions of its propagation, were fully es-
bublished by Fernel. Now. giving full weight
to the fact that the virulence of a disease may
be greatest at its first invasion, but remembering
that therc is mothing in the history of ayphilis
that would lead us to suppose it ever was, or
indeed couid be infectious. but only contagious,
or communicated by direet contact from person
to pergon : remembering also the special eir.
cumstances under which in this disease, that
contagion is imparted, the ropidity of its spread
all aver Europe is a signiticant illusteation of
the fearful immorality of the times. [F con-
temporary authors are to be trusted, there was
nt a class married or unmarried, clergy or laity,
from the holy father Len X., to the beggar by
the wayside, frec from it, Tt swept over Europe
not as Agiatic cholera has done rumning along
the great lines of trade, and leaving extensive
tracts untouched, settling upon and devastating
great cities here and there, while others had an
immunity. The march of syphilis was equable,
unbrokenr, uvniversal, making good its ground
from its point of appearance in the south west,
steadily and swiftly taking possossion of the
entire continent, and offermg an open mani-
festation and measure of the seerct wickedness
of society.

What was true then has been true ever since and
was true before. Let us not put on & hypoeritical
cloa’:. There can he no denial of the fact that the
sexual impulse is strongest in human nature and
will break through its bounds in all ages and
amongst all people. There san he no question
that whatever veil of apparent prudery or morality
with which we may cover this subject. it is always
there. As the philosopher Schopenhaure has
pointedd out, man is & polygamous animal. So
long a3 he is such we shall have the phenomena
of illicit or illegal or immeoral, if you like, sexual
connection, and therefore it is all the more necessary
that we should treat it not as a crime, not aa
somcthing te dog the police on with, or through,
or for, but as something inevitable, that we must
meet phitosophically and kindly and in the spirig
of humanity. That is the atbitude we must as-
sume if we wish to do any good in the erndication
of thia evil. That it is an evil there can be no
(question, and it i sn evil that does not confine
itaell (o the one who gets the contagion. It may
be handed on to generations afterwards, There i3
no discase perhaps so terrible but there is no
need to become hysterical in discussing a subject
of this kind. “Therc ¢can be no guestion that the
virulence of the disease is not what it was when
it broke out on the retwn of Colombus from the
West Indies. and considering that a man in about
400 years may have something like 4,000 ancestors
male and female, it is very doubtful whether there
are many living who have not at some stage had
the taint of venercal discase in some form or
other. So that the virulence is decreasing. Bub
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as with other diseases, there comes 8 recrudescence
of it when our soldiers visit alien peoples and the
same strong, uncontrollable impulse leads them
to illicit interccurse with strangers and they bring
back a virulence of the disease that is new and
far more dangerous. That is the stem {eature
with which the armies battling now in Europe
and in other parts of the world have to contend
with, The disease might of itself in the course
of time, perish, Its virulence would be gone if
we did not renew it by these contacts, and with
the refertilising blood so to speak. That is actually
what takes place during these great European
wars, [ think we cannot let the public know
toe much about the danger that is run by the
existence of this disease amongst ws. Thore are
innumernble authoritics, but | would like to place
it on record and draw the attention of the public
to tho dangers of these diseases in our midsg,
I am going to read an oxtract from " The Nexual
Question,” by Prof. Forel.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minister):
Why not Dr. Cumpston ¥

Hon. T. WALKER : I am going to quote from
this man because he is an authority whose judy-
ment and whose knowledge will not be questioned.
He was formerly professor of Psychiatry at and
Director cf the Insane Asylum, Zurich. Switzer-
land. He says—

Tn wumen the results of gonorrheena are, if
possible worse than in men, because it is more
difieult to cure. A prostitute aficcted with
gonorrheea may infeet an enormous number of
men and in this case medical inspection of
brothels is no guarantee. The gonococei are
concenled in all the comers and folds of the
internal genital organs of woman, where they
set wp inflammation of the womb, the Fallopian
tubes and cven the ovaries, which may lead to
acdhesions between the adbominal organs.
Women affected with chronic gonorrheen generally
become sterile.  When the womb and the
avaries are affected there is much suffering and
the woman may be confined to bed for some
years. Strictures of the urcthra and inflam-
mation of the bladder are more rare in women
than in men as the result of gonorrhea. But
gonorrhoea is not confined to the adults of both
soxcs. ‘The innocent child whe at birth has to
pass through its mother’s vulva, when this is
aficcted with gonorrheea, undergoes o baptism
of gonncocei which attack the conjunctive of
the cyes and sets up a severe purulent inflam.
mation, called ophthalmin of the newly hom.
This is one of the chicf causes of total hlindness,
and if the child is not entirely hlind, there are
often large white patches left ¢n the comea
which considerably interfere with the sight.
(onorrheeal ophthalmia may also occur in adults
by conveying pus from the urethrn to the eyes
by the fingers. Syphilis: this discase is still
more formidable than gonorrhrea. It is caused
by a microbe which has recently heen discovered
{Spirochocta pallida*. Svphilis is much more
chronic than gonorrheea and commences with
a small sore indurated at iis base and called
the hard chancre. This is situated on the
aenital organs or clsewhere : in the mouth for
instance, when this has been in contact with
tha bucea! or genital organs of a person infected
with syphilis. The syphilitic poison spreads
through the hody by means of the blood and
Iymph. At the end of a few weoks cruptions
appear on the body and face, and then com-
mencees a series of disastere the cause of which
may be snspended over the victim for his whole
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life, like the sword of Damocles, even when he
believes himself cured ; for the cure of syphilia
is often uncertain. This discase may remain
latent for months and vears to reappear later
on in different organs and cause fresh legions.
Syphilis causes ulcers of the skin and mucuous
membrane ; it sometimes causes decay of the
bones; it may cause diseasc of the internal
organs, such as the liver and lungs ; it aflects
the walls of the blood vessels, causing them
to become hard and brittle : it causes diseases
of the eycs, especially of the iris and retina,
tumors in the brain, paralysis, ete. 1n fact it
apares none of the organs of the budy.,  Amongst
the most terrible results of syphilis we musé
mention locomotor ataxy (sclerosis of the
posteriar columns of the spinal cord: with its
lightning paing and paralysis of the logs and
arms: also general paralysis of the insane,
which by causing gradual atrophy of the brain,
destroys one after the other, sensations, move-
ments and all the mental faculties. These
two diseases which are so common at the present
day, only oceur in old syphililics, tive to twenty
years, or more often ten to fifteen years
after infection, and as a rule in persons wha
think they have been completely cured.  Both
these diseases are fatal. Before causing death,
locomotor ataxy cauges intolerable pain for
several years. General paralvsis first gives
rise te grandiose ideas, and after disintegrating
the human personality bit by bit, ends by
transforming the individual into a being much
inferior to animals, and of an aspect as miserable
as it is repulsive. A general paralytic in his
last stage is little more than a vegetating ruin,
in whom the nervons activities are decomposed
little by little, after the gradual disappearance
of all the mental faculties. This i3 the result
of slow atrgphy of the brain and gradual de-
struction of its microscopic elements, or neurones.
Therc is more that might be said, but what [ have
read is quite enough to show what a terrible
discase it 3. And it is not because these who
voluntarily indulge in illicit inter¢ourse juffer
from the results of contagion, huc it is because
this disease, once acquired and whilst in its
acute stage, can be made to flng the absolute
innocent.  As this writer and other writers
have shown it is not alone the innocent wife,
but the babe unbom. 1t is not alone those of
whom there are more or less who suffer, but the
poison is such that by coming in contact with
articles touched by those suffering from the
disease, if the poisun hns been conveyed to the
article the article can convey it to a third,
And there have been those who have abtained
syphilis by no other reason than by hissing dis-
easecdd people. There have been cases ol the
discase heing contracted hy simple contact with
the implements that are used in the werkshop.
There have been’ cases where the utensils for
drinking have conveyed the disease to the mouth
of the innocent. So therc can be no yuestion of
the territic. the awful nature of the venereal
ailments. Therefore, there can be no doubt
of the wisdom of checking the malady, and no
doubt of the wisdom of preventing it.  And that
is the whole point I want to make. It is all right
enough bringing humanity in after the disease
is contracted, when its danger has commenced
to run its course. ‘The point should be te bring
humanity in before the danger is cncountered,
before the risk is run, before the discase trkes
root. And I want to know even now that it has
taken 1oot, if we are going, by the Bill, the right
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way about stopping it. The member for Perth
(Mr. Pilkingtyn rightly drew attention to the
methods of pievention, trying to stop it by cure,
by treating it and by examining it, hy giving
certi (oates after the disease has run o portion
of its course. I want to show by authority,
that is by this book, that that method has been
tried and ahsolutely failed. 1f it had not failed,
and T was not convinced it had failed, the Bill
would have no stronger champion that it would
have in me. Flexner in his * Prostitution in
Europe ” has some very instructive remarks
on the efforts that have been made by the best
medical scirools to check by regulation, examin-
ation, and trcatiment, the ravages of the disease
on the Continent of Europe. He says—

It is occasionally denied that the mere exis-
tence of regulation tends to develop recklessness
on the basis of assumed security. Blaschkos
for example, a distinguished authority, while
conceding that here and there an individual
is mislecl, does not beliove that the problem as a
whole is appreciably affected. But NBlaschko
starts with the assumption that things have
always becn as they are and will never be much
different. My own impressions are, however,
distinctly opposed to Biaschko's view : T have,
I think ohserved unmistakable evidence that
regulation is itself one of the factors in de-
moralisation, by reason of the prominence it
gives to prostitution, the undermining of the
forces that make for good onduct, and the
illusions of safety that it creates. My notes
contain many random conversations which
cannot be wholly without representative signifi-
cance as to the last-named point. T happened,
for example, to call on one of the most eminent
of French dermatologists at the time when he
was congulted by a wealthy Mexican gentleman
who was passing the winter in the gay capital,
A pronpt diagnosis of gyphilis was made.
- Impossible ! rejoined the perturbed patient
*I have had nothing to do with any woman
except an inmate of a well known resort of
high character (he named the house and street),
who possesses a certificate of goud health. For
this security [ pay 100 francs.” * You could
purchase cqual security much cheaper on the
streets,” replied the French savant. Com-
munications of precisely the same tcnor bave
been made o me by intelligent men—iforeigners
as well as Americans—in Paris, Berlin, Rome,
and Stockholm. Schueider, an exceptionally
candid witness as to the well-to-do Cerman
vouth, declares: ‘' A very large proportion
of men who hunt out official prostitutes live
in the beliefl that sexual mtercourse with in-
serbied women is, in consequence of medioal
eontrol, practically without danger. In my
earlier years | myscll held to this view, and
only after [ had taken pains to study the subject
tharoughly, did 1 pereeive that there was no
safety at all.  Alas, too late! And the same
thing happens to thousands of others, who
are lulled into n false sense of security and
whose moral scruples are also weakened.”
If such is the state of mind among the intelligent,
is it not probable that the uwneducated make
the same assumnption™ Experienced physicians
can be guoted i support of this view.  The
public is focled. The laity is led to believe
that it is possible to distinguish diseased from
healthy prostitutes. As all the deceased ones
arc scnt to the hospital, relations with controlled
prostitutes are free from danger. This is the
popular conclusion.” The official rules them-
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selves practically conceded the peint. For the
pulice are nuw at pains to disavow the natural
consequence of their own policy. The Paris
regulations state in bold type that “ the card
delivered to inseribed women must not be
regarded as an incentive to debauch ” : and the
public 18 ecommonly wamed that the medical
examination is not to be interpreted as o
guarantee of safety. Regulation may thercfore
be regarded as calculated to increase the volume
of irregular intercourse : what does it accom-
plish by way of rendering such intercourse
harmless ?  Medical control is concerned chiefly
with two diseases, syphilis and gonorrheea. in
reference to both of which its object is not
primarily to heal the woman, but rather to
protect her patrons from infection. 1t s
therefore not essential, from the standpoint of
regulation, that prostitutes who have contracted
syphilis should be interned during the scveral
years during which the diseage runs its regular
course ; it is only essential that the women
be kept under lock and key during the infectious
stages of that tedivus process. And the same
is true, theorctically at least, of gonorrhoea.
The salient points in connection with these
diseases are, for our purposes, these: hoth
are oontracted early in the prostitute’s carcer.
Syphilis is & protracted affair, but the girl whoe
has run the entire gamut of a single infection is
subsequently immune; she does not herself
freely contract the disease. She may, of course,
at any time, act as a carrier, rvecciving the
germ from once patron and conveving it to
another, even while herself not becoming actively
infected. Having herself, however, contracted
the disease, she is highly infectioms during the
primary stage, caleulable in weeks, and during
the secondary stage, usually oceupying from two
to three years, but sometimes lasting from five
to ten. During this time, fresh manifestations,
indicative of danger, appear from time to time ;
but infection may also he communicated when
no signs of disease are visible,
A peint to be remembered—

[t is very important at the very outset to get
clear notions as to these points, Syphilis is
highly infectious during the entire duration of
the primary local lesion. in the secondary
gtage, it is highly infectious when florid ; prob--
ably not infectious when really latent; that
is, when the disease is active oaly in liver. brain,
and other internal organs or tissues. Dut the
difficulty is that syphilis is often regarded as
latent when it is actually Horid,—the signs
eseaping observation. At any time, infcction
may take place not only in sexual intercourse,
but also through the mouth, saliva, and other
secrctions and contacts. Relapses are also
very common.  Of 722 progtitutes with secondary
syphilis. 529 relapsed 1,601 times in the tirst
year, 204 relapsed 303 times in the second year,
90 relapsed 120 times in the third vear, 53 re-’
lapsed 73 times in the fourth vear. Often the
symptoms are almosi unnoticeable, at times
cseaping the vigilance of a careful chserver.
The clinical history of a syphilitic woman is
by no means a sufficient assurance that she is
no longer a source of peril to her patrons. Gon-
orrhoza is wholly incalculable. No matter how
frequent  its  attacks, no immunity results.
Prostitutes, i6 38 true. appear to contract acute
infections less often as they grow older; hut
this is probably duc, not to an acquired immunity,
but to toughenine of the tissues and decreased
exposure to infection through falling off in
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:business, Clinical appearances as to the pre-
sence or eure of the disease are entirely unrcliable.
Of the elements on which such judgments rest—
the colour, odor, and consistency of the secre-
tions—Guth declares: ** No eriterion could be
more arbiteary or deceptive, for, on the one hand,
the elinical character of the gonorrheeal excre-
tion varies so0 often and so suddenly, that a person
who appears suspicious to-day may be free of
secretion to-morrow, and subsequently again
show suspicious symptoms. An apparcntly
innocent vaginal sccretion may be infectious ;
& purulent discharge may be non-communicable.”
Whether cven a microscopical examination ie
competent to decide the question invelved is
open  to  grave doubt. Unquestionably the
microscope can note the decreage in the number
of gonococei; but it is not yet proved that
their virnlence diminishes in the same ratio,
Mocrover, a secretion relatively poor in gono-
cocei may still transmit infection, even though
the seerction is so poor in them that successive
slides fail to indicate their presence. FKinally,
gonococci of diminished virulence quicizly recover
their full virglenee when transferred to & favour-
ablc membrane. What docs regulation, as we
have described it, accomplish, nrst, with those
examined, mext, with respect to the general
situation * It neceds listle argnment to show
that the crude clinical proredures of which
Paris i typical achieve little in the way of isolat-
ing infected foci.  In the first place, the examina-
‘tion is so rapidly and carelessly conducted that
if the truth were known, it might well be found
t0 communicate more infection than it detects,
{as, for example, when a finger, used to scpurate
actively diseased parts, is applied uncleansed
‘to the same parts of others). In ascertaining
clinical conditions the commonest precautions
arc hy on means invariably employed. One
physician examined in my presence 3¢ girls, using
the speculum only three or four times ; all were
pronounced well ; his neighbour, who used the
speculum regularly, found a few infected cases
such as the former must have missed. The
examining physicians rcalise the slipshod nature
of their work. A suspicious sceretion having
been noted by & bystander in the case of a
woman pronounced ~* well,” the physician was
asked how he knew. Hcshrugged his shoulders :
I don't know ; but there’s no way to tell, If
we kept cases like that, we'd keep over half,”
Another of the examining physicians disposed
of a similar case in the same way: * We can't
keep them, we haven't space, though we aren’t
sure they are well.”  Still another : * Accurate
diagnosis is impossible: under these conditions,
gonorrhmea, unless virulent, is ignored ; our
teal effort is to detect syphilis.” [n another
cas¢, a woman pronounced ** well” was leaving
the chair when, on a bystander’'s sceptical re-
mark, the physician reversed his opinion and
sent the unfortunate to St. Lazare. The total
number of women incarcerated at any onc time
on the score of venereal infection is negligibly
small.  On the occasion of my visit to St. Lazare,
170t venereal women were confined there, and [
was informed by the chief clerk that this was
a fair average ; these are the scapegoats for the
venereal disease in circulation among the prosti-
tutes of the French capital! Assurcdly the
temporary withdrawal of 170 infected women
from the thousands with whom Paris teems is
utterly without influence in the long-run;
more especially as these woman are themselves
turped adrift before their infectiousness hasg

1231

passed. Rogulation of this type has less cffect
in reducing disease than a rainy night or a
spurt of policc activiby—both temporarily
diminishing the accessibility of supply to demand
and i's provocative character. The medical
cxamination at Geneva, Brussels, and Rome
is of the same general type and works in the same
way. The city physician of Geneva explained
to me that it required only * about an hour or
80 " to cxamine the 86 inscribed women of that
city. To my comment ‘* this is pretty quick
work ” he replied, *“ Yes, but I know them!”
I asked how often disease is found. ' Very, vory
rarely,” he candidly .eplied. Elsewlhere I
learncd that as a rule the hospital of Geneva
is free of women in so far as this source of supply
is concerned. The conditiops under which the
examinsations are made in Brusscls and Rome
preclude anything beyond primitive work., The
provincial health officer at Rome declared that
the official examinations by the police physicians
disclosed ** very little disease’ ; aubsenuently
one of the latter conceded that ** the examination
is gooud cnough fo detect primary syphilus ; it
is of little value otherwise. Of course violent
gonorrhaa would be observed. But it is ahsurd
to suppose the others safe; in so far as gon-
orrhmea is cuncerned, no public woman is ever
safo.” At DBrussels, during the two years
preceding my visit, a total of 26 prostitutes
had received hospital treatment,—inscribed and
non-inseribed, The  year hefore, 1910, nine
inscribed prostitutes and 27 clandestine were
promouncéd ¢ discased.”  “The real harmless-
ness of the registered prostitute.” says Dr.
Bagct, head of the hospital division at Brussels,
*‘ consists in this—-that she is practically non-
extstent. My clinic at Hospital St. Pierre con-
tains four beds for prestitutes, and even these
are almost always empty.”
1 do not want to weary hon. membors by reading
at further length, but as one proceeds the facts
become more conclusive in showing that the medical
examinations of those already diseased are no
guarantee to sosiety, and that these medical
examinations often result, in the granting of certi-
ficates of cleanliness to those who the very next
day are a means of spreading afresh the discase.
And that, too, even when the microscope has been
brought into requisition and when stili further
care has been taken by those in charge. The work
is done in a perfunctory manner and so long as that
is the case we cannot expect to cradicate the evil
merely by insisting that those who have the disease
shall go to treatment. Society is unsafe whilst
we make no further provigion than that, whilst
we stop there. The disease will exist and continue
so sproad unless we take it before it commonces
its ravages ; that is to say, unless we use the
prophylactics which arc recommended by the
learned physicians first of Clermany and then of
England and France. Rut it is more particularly
with regard to notilication of the disease that [
wish to speak. The Bill makes particular provision
for giving notifiecntion through a third party of a
person being suspected or belicved to have the
disease. On that point a work ealled ** The
Nation’s Health,” by Sir Malcolm Morris, has some
very pertinent remarks. The author heads a
chapter with these words, ** Should vencreal disease
he noti“able ? 7' which is the very question we
in this measurc are asking aunrsclves.
My. Harrison : What is the date of the work ?
Hon, T. WALKER : This work was published
only last year. It was first published in Januarv
of 1917, and was registered m February of 1917.
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Therefore it is quite up to date. In the chapter
entitled “ Should venereal disease be notifiable ?
the author says—

The question whether these diseases should be
made compulserily notifiable is one that demands
serious attention. The Royal Commission took
& great deal of evidence bearing upon it, and
gave it careful and even anxious consideration,
with the result that, subject to a gualification
to be mentioned presently, its members unanim-
-ously decided not to recommend any system
of notification, even of a confidential nature.
In some quarters this decision has caused acute
disappointment, and it is necessary, therefors,
to review the reasons that are to be urged for and
against notitication.

When we come in contact with the learned opiniona
and the experience and the view of the members of
that Royal Commission which inquired into this
very subject, I submit we are justified in listening
to the resulta of their careful consideration. I
continue the quotation—

Results of notification. Undoubtedly there
is & strong prima facie presumption in favour
of notification. This poliecy has been applied
$0 one infectious disease after another, with
great benchit to public health in not a few in-
stances, as is recognised by the Loecal Govern-
ntent Board. In mreasles and whooping-cough
the results have been inconsidersble, because
these diseases are infoctious in a high degree
hefore their nature can be determined. But
in typhus and typhoid fever, smallpox, scarlet
fever, and diphtheria notificetion has wiclded
excellent results, and it is proving to be of great
value in tuborculusis, to which it was fully
extended so recently as 1914, It is natural,
then, that many who feel strongly about the
prevalence of venereal discases  shounld desire
that a policy which has answered so well in
some other diseases should be cxtended to
themt. What notification does. Let us See
precisely how notification tends to check the
dissemination of infectious discase. When a
medical officer of health is notilied of a case
of acute infectious fever—say scarlet fever—
he is able not only tu carry out an investiga-
tion as to the channels of infection, such as
an infeeted water supply, and take steps for
stopping the infection at its origin, but to ar-
range for the isolation of the patient, either
in & fever hospital or in the patient’s own home,
and also, where necessary, for some measures

of iselation (quarantine) of those who have been

in contact with him. Further, he can ensure
that when the patient has been removed to
a hospital, or when he has recovered, if he re-
mains at home, measures of disinfection are
duly carricd out. Now let us ask whether isola-
tion and disinfection are appropriate in venecreal
diseases. Isolation surely is not nocessary.
These discases are not infectious in the sense
in which the cpidemic fevers are infectious ;
the infection is not diffusive, is neither air-borne
nur water-borne, ner does it attach itself to
things that have been in proximity to the
patient. They are contegious diseases, and
while it is necessary thet the patient in the
infective stuges should aveid certain kinds of
physical contact, and that articles centamin-
ated by him, such as drinking vessels, should
not he used by others, there is no need what-
ever for isolation. And in diseases such us
theee, which may run a course éxtending over

months or yecars, isolation is at least as im--

¥racticable as it is unnecessary. Disinfection ?

This is no more appropriate to vencreal diseasoa
than is isolation. Here it is the patient who
needs to be disinfected, not his surroundings,
and the only way of disinfecting him is to cure
him. And that 35 to0 be done not by notification,
but by rendering accessible to him, however
poor, the best means of treatnient, by bring-
ing him to see the grave and irremediable con-
sequences of noglecting them, and by ensuring
that he shall not be deterred from availing
himself of them by the fear that his secret will
not be kept.  Sonre of those who are agitating
for compulsory notifieation do not shrink from
coupling with it compulsory treatment. Their
logic is adnrirable but what of their sense of
the practicable? To believe that, hrought
face to face with this difficult and delicate prob-
lem, & nation so passionately resensful of official
invasions of personal liberty would, without a
long process of argument and persuasion,
tamely acquicsce in coercion such as this, is &
state of mind which 1 can only regard with
amazement. But .if compulsory treatment
under present conditions is out of the question,
it follows from our analysiz of notification that
from the extension of this system to vencreal
diseases no such advantages are to he expeeted
a8 have accrued in certain of the infectious
fevers and in tuberculosis, Little, indeed,
would he gained, except that it would furnish
statistica of the incidence of these diseases.
It is certainly very desirable that such statistics
should he available, but is that advantage to
be set against the effcet which notification
would alnost  cortainly have in  deterring
patients from seeking proper treatment r Lt
is notorious that alrcady the inclination of
meny patients to put themselves into the hands
of quacks is onc of the most serious obstacles
to the cradication of these discases, and nothing
could be more caleulated to reinforce that
inclination than to make themr notifiable. Sir
Wm, Osler in his evidence hefore the Royal
Commission, frankly admitted that this was
a strong argument against notification, and
though he was prepured to accept the disad-
vantage, U suggest that it is too great a price
to pay for any hcnefit that can rensonably be
expected fromr it. There are many medical
men, no doubt, who, like Sir Wm. Osler, would
weleume notification ;: but can it be doubted
that there are also many, who, when they had
to regard the question from the point of view
of the individual patient, would he uuable to
resist his urgent plea for secrecy ¥ The feeling
between doctor and patient is not unlike thot
between confessor and penitent, and the appeal
for strict conlidence would, in many oases,
not be urged in vain. If those in favour of
notification will study the ovidence given to
the Royal Commission on this point, they
cannot fail to perceive that the weight of ex-
pert opinion was deecidedly against the pro-
posal. They will sec that it was the official
witnesses, whose predilections might he ex-
pected to be on the side of notification, who
were most opposed to i6, not as being undesir-
able in itself, but because they are persuaded
that in the present situation it is impructicable.
Among these official witnesses were Dr.
Newsholme, and the late Dr. Johnstone, re-
spectively chicf medical officer and medical
inspector of the Local Clovernment Board of
Heslth for Glasgow, and Dr, Louis Tarkes,
medical officer of health for Chelsea, the two
latter the representatives of the Seciety of



[9 AP, 1918.]

~ Medical Officers of Health, Dr, Cox, the medi-
cal secretary of the British Medical Association,
wad on the same side, his opinion heing that
the sense of professional confidence would
prevent the system [rom being properly cat-
ried out.
“There urc one or twu points 1 ought to draw at-
tention to, particularly with regard to the mis-
leading nature of the statistics obtained by way
of notitieation. We are told that statistics are
misleading as they have been found to be in Den.
mark. The Honurary Minister in an interjection
when the member for Perth was speaking, mention-
ed Tenmurk. I may say that this Bill is not
new in eny particular. The experiment has bLeen
tried already in Denmark and from that country
the particular knowledge of it has percoluted to
our v local citizens : it is Depmark from whence
the idea hay heen borrowed, Let me continue
the quotatiom—

Thus Dr. Lomholt, of the municipal hospital
in. Copenhagen, came to the conclusion after
examining the figures for that eity that the
actual number of cases of venercal disease
there was only about half the number notified.
Moreover e¢ven with notification so imperfect
and unsatisfactory as this, the patient might
still fear that it was less sceret than it professed
to be. The conclusion of the Royal Com-
missioners to give it in their own words was
that at the present time any system of com-
pulsory personal notification would {fail to
sceure the advantages claimed.

As a number of inexperienced laymen pitting
our knowledge against the experts who came to
their conclusions after examining the most abie
men capable of speaking on the subject in England
it would be fallacy for us to pit our views against
theirs.”

We arc of opinion that better results may be
obtained by o policy of education regarding the
importance and scrious nature of venereal
discases and by adoption of the measure we
have already recommended for increasing
largely the faeilitics for diagnosis-and treatment.

Then follows the important qualification men-
tioned at the beginning of the chapter—

Tt is possible that the situation may he modified
when these facilities have been in operation for
some time, and the questions of notification
should then be further considered. It is also
possible that when the general public becomes
alive to the grave dangers arising from venercal
disease, notification in some formm will be de-
manded, There the Royal Commissioners leave
the question; there the National Council for
comhating venereal discases is content to let it
remain ; and the Government of the day in
adopting the scheme recommended by the
Royal Commission for providing gratuitous
facilities for diagnosis and treatment, made it
guite clear that under present conditions they
would have nothing te do with any system of
notitication. My own conviction, after hearmg
and dispassionately considering all the evidenee
on this point presented to the Royal Commission
ig that at present, with no power of preventing
unauthorised treatment. notification would
operate as a most formidahle obstacle to the
measures which are of immediate moment. Tf
the time comes, and possibly it may come
gooner than many expect, when notitication will
ceage to act in that way, and will have been
preceded hy the legal prohibition of quack
treatment of these diseases, then 1 for one shall
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be ready to work for and welcome it. Until
that time comes [ cannot but regard it as one of
the many instances in which the better is thke
enemy of the good. And those who attempt to
force it forward now, instead of waiting to see
the effect of making the means of diagnosis and
treatment accessible to all, will not, I submit,
be advancing the ohject which we all alike
have in view—that of applying to these discases
the most effective possible check with the least
possibte delay.
But we need not go to England or to the Royal
Gommission there. It was only the other day
we received some evidence of the danger we are
incuering if we allow the Bill to pass as suggested
by the Health Department. I have an extract
here which I will recad as the testimony of a
Victorian ex-Minister of the Crown. The extract
which is from the ‘' West Australian ™' of the 5th
inst. reads—

The oft-repeated contentions of that numerous
portion of the Jogal publie which is strongly
opposed to the vencreal sections of the Health
Eill now before Parliament that it offers Iacilities
to malicious and evilly-clisposed persons to cause
humiliation and anguish to innocent persons,
particularly women, finds strong Vietorian sup-
port. Speaking in the Victorian Assembly
on March G last, Mr. McLeod, who was Chief
Secretary and in charge of the Heaith Depart-
ment in the recent Peacock Government, said—
“ Cases were brought under my notice where
waitresses in some of the principal hotels wers
accuseil of having given the discase to men.
We have found here the same difticulty as
cxisted in the garrigon towns of the old ¢ountry
and interfered with the administration of the
law. Through malicc men reported innocent
women in those towns, and we have the same
here. Innocent, respcctable girls have been
accused by men.”

Tt would be absord to expect it to be other-
wise, We might as well expeet to suppress
this, the strongest of all the impulses, save
that of the appetite itself, as to change the
nature and character, the psycholegical and
pathological conditions of humanity., Tt is
impossible to expect that with measures of
this kind. No risks will be run in the accu-
sations of the innocent; no malice would be
exercised in the accusation of people to whom
some in the ecommunity felt a dislike or op-
position., We daily have accusations of inno-
cent people; slander is rife in every part of
the ecivilised globe, but there is this about
the ordinary slander, that we can get holl of
the slanderer; we can subdue the effects of
slander through the ageney of the Iaw courts,
But in these cases we have prepared am open
challenge for slander without the attachmnent
of any responsibility therete, apart from the
failure of regulation and notification as shown
bv up to date authorities, T hold this very
evil itself, if there were no other, would be
sufficient to make us pause before we give the
imprimatur of this Assembly to the propored
legislation. How easy it is to sncer at an-
other. There iz no man of the weorld in this
(‘hamber but has heard accusations against
both men and women, made in a sort of half
jest which might he overheard by a person
who takes them in earnest; and the message
js conveyed to the Commissioner of Public
Health, and the (ommissioner puts the law in
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motion, and the person accused is eompelled
to undergo an examination. And if that per-
son is perfectly clean, absolutely free from
the disease, that slander which in law is
looked upon as one of the most severe that
can he launched against a fellow mortal, goes
without punishment. No penalty can attach
to the false accusation. It is sufficient to saw
one helieves that so-and-so is contaminated
by the disease, and that same belief, without
the signing of one’s name, without the incur-
ring of any responsibility, iz sufficient to take
from her home or his home any member of
the community.

The Minister for Works: Cannot you safe-
guard that in Committee?

Hon, T. WALKER: We have it safe-
guarded now in a way. We practically pro-
vide for reporting the disease. In the law as
it now stands we provide for information
concerning disease. In the Act of 1915 we
provide for notification, and for reporting,
which goes farther than what is recommended
by the able authorities T have eited. In the
Act of 1915 we provide that if the Commis-
sioner has received a signed statement in
which shall be set forth the full name and
address of the informant, stating that any
person is suffering from venercal discase; and
whenever the Commissioner has reason to be-
lieve that such person is suffering from such
disease, he wmay give notice inm writing to
such person requiring him to consult a medi-
eal practitioner, and to produce to the satis-
faction of the Commissioner, within a time
to he specificd in the notice, a certificate of
such medical praetitioner that such person
is or is not saffering from the discase. And
if such certificate is not produced within the
time stated in sneh notice, or if the Commis-
sioner be not satisficd with sueh certificate,
he may by warrant under his hand authorise
anv medical officer or health officer, or anv
two anedienl practitioners to examine such
person, to ascertain whether such person is
suffering from such disease. And the said
officer or practitioners shall have power to
examine such person aeccordingly, and shall
report the result of his or their examination
to the Commissioner in writing; provided
that where the person to be examined is a
female and the examination is to be by two
medical practitioners, one of such practi-
tioners shall, if so desired by the person to
he examined, he n female practitioner, if able
and willing to act, and if within 21 miles of
the place where such examination is to be
made. That is all right. but the Act also
provides that if the examination discloses no
disease the person so examined has the right
to demand the name of the informant, the
one who reported to the Commissioner, so
that the proper penalties may he paid by the
accuser. That bas heen found te work un-
satisfactorily thev say, and now they pro-
pose to sweep all that away and to make it
competent for ome to make accusations

. against anvone for anv motive. And there
is no redress at Jaw, Can it be said that is in
the interests of the moral health of the com-
munitv?  First of all it will not get rid of
the dizease. It has not half the qualities, the
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good recommendations of the proposals read
by the member for Perth tonight. But apart
from that, it encowrages the spy syvstem, the
informer spirit. Tt puts a weapon in the
hands of every malictous person to get lome
on the man or woman he wishes to mark;
and that in the name of morality, in the
nuame of doing good to the community. If
even that would absolutely  for all  time
render this and coming generations free from
the awful ravages of these diceases, T would
support it for a time. But all the evidence
I have quoted—and I could guote more-——
shows that it does not get rid of them, that
it drives the diseases more and more into the
secret recesses of society and takes them out
of those channels where they can be best
examined anil soonest detecterd, That is the
evil it will do. Yt is not in the channels of
professional viee that we shall find the appli-
cation of the measure; it is not either in
those channels so grossly slandered by some
of our publiec men, hut it is in those guarters
we deem most zacred, in the courtship of
manhood and womanhnod, and even in the
sanctity of the marviage hed, Tt is there
where the danger and the evil, by experi-
ence is known to spread, when we take the
drastic measures proposed in the Bill.  In.
stend of freeing society; we are going to
spread the corruption into secret quarters. It
does not give anv guarantee af all that we
are going to get holl of the evil. It may be
that in one or two instances some outward
visibe sign has been detected, and some par-
tieular individual is reported. Buoi with mea-
sures like this en the board, human nature is
such that it will take more and more preean-
tions in the hiding of the disease from the
view of the passer-by or the intimate asso-
ciate ar the offirinl autharity, The object of
the supporters of the Bill will not he effected,
and the disedse will beeome all the more seri-
ous, and its eonsequence will be farther
reaching. Whilst this awful malady is con-
fined to the ordinary tracks of prostitutioa it
may be followed and attacked, but get it
driven out, get vour spies abroad and drive
your citiziens into absolute seecrcey, and ifs
pollntion will be in the marriage bed, and
you cannot keep it from it. That means that
the inngeent unborn will he brought into the
world degencrates, cripples, weak, infirm, or
with discases that will eut life short. or
with incapacities that will make them ob-
jects of infinite pity every moment of their
lives. That is what will be done by a mena-
sure of this kind. Natorally it is asked,
“What are we going to do if we do not do
thig?’? T say that enough is being done, as
T have reviewed the circumstances, since the
discussion of the question became acute. To
my mind the Bill of 1915 is too drastic. Tt
has not enough of the humanity spirit about
it, Tt still has the drippings of those old
sex superstitions to whieh T alluded at the
beginning of my speech. But it stands as
some safeguard to the public. Not nnly are
we by law compelled to report if we discover
disease upon ourselves, but there is a provi-
sion made, if we are prepared te take the
respongibility, for reporting our- neighbour.



What more does the House want? And, as
the member for North-Fast Fremantle
pointed out, it was not a lavman who got
that amendment into the Bill in the Couneil;
it was a medical man, a man who had given
the subjeet study, a man of the worll. one
whose brain and conscience had been diseip-
lined by contact with his fellow mortals for
years. As to the talk that has fiown across
the (‘hamber, and from another Chamber to
this, that we were willing to accept a worse
propostl than is in the Bill, the reply is that
since we accepted that amendment we were
capable then of thinking somewhat. hut at
that time we were just exactly where the
Government now are—more or less laymen in
the hands of medieal advisers. Such is the
deference paid to professional authority that
when it i3 a matter of professional
expression of view embodied in law, laymen sel-
dom eriticise; anid that Bill, T submit, was not
adeqnately econ:idered, either by the Govern-
ment or by this ('hamber, before it went to un-
other place, It was passed out of the desire to
see those evils diniinished. We were anxious to
take relief to those who were sufferine, and to
prevent the spread of sueh a ealamity in our
midst, especially as we knew how urgent mea-
sures of the kind are in times hike these, when
our ¢irizens are travelling round the world and
coming in contact with strange surroundings,
where contarion as well as infeetion is likely
to linger with them, and to be brought hack to
their homes. We accepted the Bill. Buf there
has heen vast controversy all over the world
since ‘hat time. The world has heen ringing
with disenssions upon this very question, Facts
have keen brought to light, experiments have
heen made and statisties registered. all of
which noint fo the evil of a measnre of this
kind, the eiving of a drastic power to one auth-
oritv, making him superior to the priests. to
the kings of olfd, piving unto his charge the life
happiress. so to speak, of our fellow citizens.
I say it is unprecedented. We already have all
the relief that is required, all that the Minister
for Works himself admits is desirable. YWhen
I suggested just now that these safegvards
were neeessary he said ‘*We ean put them in
in Committee,’’ They are already in the Bill,
printed in our statute-hooks. We do not need
to repeat them. They are strong as they are. If
this 13ill is the essential principle of the health
measures of the Government then T say the Bill
must go, if my vote will knoek it out on the
second reading. Tt is absolutely unnecessary. I
ask hon. members if they are going to vote for
this wholesale encouragement f the haser in-
stincts of human nature? We are not all an-
gels, and we are not all over-bearing ome with
another. But there are men and there are
women in this world who like to get ‘“home
on,’’ as they cali] it, their fellows. If they can-
not do it by strictly Fair means, there is a per-
centage, a small one I am glad to say, who will
do it by foul means. It is not possible to put
upon a woman a greater stain than to have a
notifieation from the Commissioner that she is
wanted for examination purposes on suspician
that she is sufferine from, as they put it, a
loathsome disease. We all know that the victim
has no redress, If hon. members have so lost
their sense of manly self-respect, their love of
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common human justice, as to make such a state
of things possible, then I am losing some degree
of faith in my fellow creatures. I ecannot think
that they realise what they are doing if they
pass this measure in these circumstances. All
that is needed, 1 repeat, is already inscrilied in
our law books. We have got it in this volume
for 1015, providing for report, medical exami-
narion and free examination, and providing for
treatment and for information as to third par-
ties, if people will take the responsibility of
signing their names to the allegation of belief
or suspicion. Tlow can we go one step further
than this, and rob the measure of every pos-
sible safeguard? Are we to place our girlhood
and loyhood and manhood at the disposal of
the vengeance and the malice and the whim of
the worthless section of the community? [ have
lived Jong enough in the world to have heard
inmocent men and innocent girls accnsed of he-
ing possessed of this disease. If T had believed,
aud earnestly thought, that it was my duty to
rerort this for the good of the community and
for the future of the race and had donc so, T
might myself have heen the innocent instru-
ment of a terrible wrong to a fellow creature.
Ttis is fo be universal, it is to be done in the
dark, it is to be a stab in the back, and it
is to be a slander with closed doors. It is to
blight, possibly, the earcer and the whole future
happiness of some innocent girl or some inno-
cent man, True, these charges against a man
do not last so long, neither have they such vio-
lence nor do they work such exclusion from
society as in the case of women. Even in the
case of men, however, they are bars to some
homes, Accuse a man of having the filthy dis-
ease to which T have ualluded to-night, and doors
are uot veadily opened to him. Arms of wel-
ecome will not readily be extended to him, and
respectable society will turn somewhat askanee
from him. Rut tabhoo a girl in that way, let
her eome into the hands of the Commissioner
for examination, and she i1s doomed either to
pitiful spinsterhood, neglected and despised, or
she is driven into the ranks of inchastity to 2
career of evil.

Mr. Teesdale: What about the women on the
board? Will they wot wateh her interest¢

Hon. T. WATLLKER: Whose interest?

Mr. T'eesdale: The interests of their sister,

Hon, T. WALKER: Let the hon. member
not get excited.

Mr. Teesdale: T am not excited.
mentioned that,

Hon. T. WALKER: What about the sisters?
The girl is notified that she is wanted for ex-
amination, She is innocent. She then comes be-
fore what are called her sisters. Ancther stupid
unnecessary wheel to this cumbersome coach of
tyranny! She comes before her sisters, and her
sigters acquit her, And what then?

Mr. Teesdale: That is the end of it.

Mr. Johnston: No.

Hen, T. WALKER: Tt is not the end of it.

Mr. Teesdale: Nohody else knows but the
Commissioner.

Hon, T. WALKER: XNobody else knows!
Where is my friend’s knowledge of human
natnre? The Council knows and the Commis-
sioner knows, and the messenger who takes the
message from the Commissioner to the Council
knows. The sisters know,

You never
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Mr, Jones: And that is enough.

Hon. T, WALKER: Whilst I am uot going
to say anything disparaging of women’s cap-
acity to keep a secret, it is not unknown to
human nature that women have blabbed out
secrets.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: And men, too.

Hon, T, WALKER: Yes, it is no special
safegnard beeaunse women are there. This con-
stitutes no special protection to the young girl.
Her parents would be indignant, and through
the parents possibly the relatives would be in-
dignant, The parents would speak to the rela-
tives about it. The thing would spread, and for
ever afterwards the girl is known as one who
has been before the Commissioner for examina-
tion for venereal disease,

Mr. Pickering: Give a dog a bad name.

Hon. T. WALKER: Undoubtedly. And so,
that girl i3 sent out to battle with life with
that handieap upon her.

Mr, Johmston: And she has no redress.

Hon. T. WALKER: There are all kinds of
gssurances that such and such things will not
be done. They are mere pions assurances.

Mr, Pickering: The Bill is to protect the in-
farmer.

Hon. T. WALKER: It leaves it open to the
vilest slanderer to make an accusation against
the most innocent virgin of the town. It
leaves the whole thing open. 'The fact that
the slanderer could slander in that way does
not indicate that she or he is a person eapable
of honourably keeping a secret. Their objeet
in’ sueh a case wonld he not to do the girl
any good at all, but to injure her. They know
that she has been up for examination, and so
it gpreads from one fo another. We know how
readily evil carries, and how disposed hnmanity
always is to believe bad rather than good of
another. The evil lives, spreads, carries, and
the good is not carried about. We are seek-
ing to pass this measure in the twentieth cen-
tury in the most democrativ country in the
world. It seems to me astounding when T
reflect upon it. Then comes the question as to
what measures we should take to deal with
the evil so as to combat it, hecause the disease
must be eombated. I submit that already we
have had it pointed out by perhaps the ablest
authority on the question of this disease—!
refer to Bloch, the German—who speaks of
the growth of societies all throngh Germany to
deal and cope with the evil there. His chief
recommendations are to treat the evil by meas-
nres of personal prophylactic against infec-
tion, by the proper medical treatment of all
cases of venereal diseases, by measures belong-
ing to the province of public hygiene, to that
of State action and to that of education. It
is only by that means that we ean ultimately
eradicate the disease. On that point also Forel
is instructive. He says —

An English woman, Mrs, JToseph Butler,
undertook in the name of liberty a campaign
against proxenetism, white slavery, and the
State regulation of -prostitution. She alse

. attacked the injustice of the code Napoleon
townrd women, especially the prohibition of
inquiry into paternity, which throws girls
who have been seduced into the armg of
prostitution. The abolitionists contest the
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right of police inseription of prostitutes
uncer the pretext of hygiene, of submitting
them against their will to medical inspe.-
tion, and of keeping them in brothels. They
claim severe laws against proxenetism and
oppose toleration, In medical eircles the
system of regulation has gencrally been de-
fended, Tt is urged that society has the right
to protect itself against dangerous infection,
and that, with this object, it has as much
right to treat infected prostitutes compul-
sorily, as those affected with smallpox or
cholera. Owing to their shameful trade, they
claim that these wommen have lost all claim
te special consideration. This argument ap-
pears very reasonable at first sight, but it
takes quite a different aspeet when the facts
are examined more thoroughly., Firat of all
the ecomparison with smallpox and cholera is
logiea), for these diseases endanger the inno-
cent public, while the man who makes use
of prestitution is guite aware of the danger
he rums, Society is under no obligation to
provide healthy prostitutes for the use of

Don Jnan.

Mr, SPEAKER: This Bill makes no provi-
sion for prostitution.

Hon. T. WALKER: No, I should be very
sorry if it did.
er. SPEAKER: It does not recognise it at
all.

Hon. T. WALKER: It recognises venereal
diseases, however.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member should
be discussing veneren] discases and not pros-
titutes.

Hon. T. WALKER: Yes, wherever the dis-
eases occur, even if they were found in any
hon, member of this Chamber, Venereal dis-
eases wherever they occur are the evil we
have to combat, whether in prostitutes or
clandestine people, sueh as were alluded to in
the evidenee before the seleet committee so
ungenerously, so falsely, and so recklessly.

Mr, SPEAKER: Yes: but the hon. mem-
ber’s arguments arve dealing with prostitu-
tion.

Hon. T. WALKER: No; with regulation
with a view of destroying the discase; and
[ am dealing now particularly with those at-
tempts which have been made to get rid of
venereial diseases., Of course, we first of all
try to de that where the diseases are most
conspicuous, where we presume they origin-
ate, where at all events we think—

My, BPEAKER: All that evidenece is based
on legislation whieh was dealing enly with
prostitution.

Hon. T. WALKER: Tt is based on legisla-
tion dealing with venereal diseases. This
book is on the sexual question.

Mr. SPEAKER: But that portion which
the hon, member is quoting:

Hon. T. WALKER: The portion T
quoting denla with these diseases.

Mr. SPEAKER: In prosptitutes,

Hon. T. WALKFER: No; in all.

WMr. SPEAKER: T{ that is so, the hon.
member is in order,

Hon. T. WALKER: Tn all, however they
may possess the diseases.

am
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Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member has not
yet reached that point.

Hon. T. WALKER: I think T have, Mr.
Bpeaker, I got as far as the comparison with
small-pox.

Society is under no obligation to provide
healthy prostiztes for the use of Don Juan.
Apainst this it is stated that innoeent
wives are often infected and made to suffer
for the sins of their hushands. But such
an extensive blending of the State with
family life does not appear to be admis-
sible, and would lead to crying abuses.
Society has neither the right ner the duty
to facilitate the dangerous or injurious
acts of certain individuals at the expense
of others, by rendering them less dangerous,
so that certanin third parties may be less
liable to suffer. This is an absurd sophism.
The duty of society is to make responsible
the one who has committed the dangerous
or injurious act, and to punish him if he
has done harm. Here, on the contrary,
only one of the eulprits (the prostitute)
is compelled to keep to her vile trade,
while the man who makes use of her, and
often infects her, is free from any respon-
sibility.

Mr. SPEAKER: This Bill does
with prostitutes.

Hon. T, WALKER: Tt is not a Bill to pro-
vide for prostitutes. But it is a Bill to get
rid of the evil whieh prostitutes disseminate.
That is what it is.

Moreover, the State has no right to act
against respongible persons under the pre-
text that their future sentiments or actions
wonld have dangerous consequences for
others: this would lead to arbitrary abuse
of power. The insane, and habitual erim-
tnals make the only exceptions, for their
abrormal and irresponsible cerebral organi-
sation is a perpetual danger to socicty.
There is one question, however, which
arises: Can prostitution in itself be re-
garded as a misdemeanour punishable by
law? TIf this were the case, the client
would have to be punished as well as the
prostitute; or both of them bhe sent to re-
formatories. This is the only logieal con-
sequence, for in such cases the two c¢on-
tractors are equally guilty, and also equally
dangerous as regards infection. How,
therefore, can the svstem be justified which
brands and ingeribes the prostitute ornly;
which is not content with tolerating her
vile trade instead of punishing it, but gives
it official sanctien, causing her to fall
lower and lower?

Mr. SPEAKER: That is the point T raised
with the hon. member. The legislation of
those davs dealt only with prostitutes.

Hon, T, WALKER: The legislation of this
day deals with diseases generated by prosti-
tutes; and prostitutes are included amongst
the people.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I would like to
point out to the hon. member that the Bill
under disenssion knows no gex, no individnal
of anv kind. Tt deals with the commuynity as
a whole. Consequently, when the hon. member
cites legislation and arguments supporting an
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Act that only deals with prostitutes, and did
not deal with the male sex, as the hon. mem-
ber has just quoted. making only one sex
punishable, ihere is no analogy with the Bill
under discussion.

Hon. T. WALKER: This Bill deals with
the vommunity as a whele, as you have just
put it, Mr. Speaker. Of the commuaity as a
whole, prostitutes form a part. One eannot
have the whole community unlegs one includes
the class of prostitutes. One cannot aveid
dealing with the origin, with the main source
of contamination, of the spread of the dis-
ease. One caunot aveid that. It must be dealt
with if we are to treat the subject in anything
like a comprehensive manner, I shali refrain
from reading at the length I had intended;
not kecause T do not believe that 1 should not
he absolutely within my rights in deing so
on this Rill, but because I wish to shorteu the

debate, or at all events my speech, I shall
eoutinve from page 317—
But the results of honestly interpreted

stutisties contradict the apparent justifica-
tion of the regulatiod of prestitution, in
the name of hygiene. It is intended to fur-
nish men with a means of coitus free from
danger; but the facts prove that venereal
disease has not been diminished by this
nmeans.  The false security given to men
officially by regulation makes them all the
more careless.  The multiplication of the
sexual connections of each prostitute in-
creases the danger of infection at least as
much as the elimination of a few diseased
persons diminishes it. The corruption of the
Siate and its offieials, especially the police
and the medieal inspectors of brothels, the
gencral depravity which results from offieial
toleration, and the perversion of ideas of
morality among the publie, increase habits of
prostitution, and with it the danger of in-
fection. Assured of impunity, the pimps and
their acolytes become more and more auda-
cipus and extend their business, while the
prostitutes, whose number is inereased by
this system, seek to escape the police and
practise their trade clandestinely. It is no
wonder that the swamp to be purified be-
comes more and more infectious.

My, SPEAKER: I must draw the hon mem-
ber’s attention to the fact that he is purely
dealing with prostitution. The lion. member
is not dealing with venereal diseases.

Hon. T. WALKER: They are identical, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: They are not identical
under this Bill.

Hon. T. WALEKER: Mr. Speaker, you do
not see the relative connection.

Me. SPEBAKER: Can the hon. member point
out where the Bill deals with prostitution, or
with the regulation of prostitution?

Hon. T. WALKER: Yes, Sir. The whole
Bill.

Mr. Pickering: Page 12.

Hon, T. WALKER: The Rill says—

Whenever the Commissioner has reason to
belisve that any person is suffering from
any venereal disease——

Mr. SPEAKER: What clause iz that$

Hon. T. WALKER: Clause 4§,

Mr. Pickering: Also Clause 43,
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Hon. T. WALKER: Yes; Clause 43, too.
Clanse 43 is more emphatie. ‘‘Any person’’
includes all persons; that is to say, any oune
of all.

Mr. SPEAKER: Ol no, no!

Hon, T. WALKER: Oh yes, yes!
45 -reads—

The following new section is hereby in-
serted in the prineipal Aet after Section
242g: ‘‘242gg. No person shall knowingly
give to any woman or girt who iz a prosti-
tute or who oceupies, resides in, or habitually
visits any brothel or any house or place used
for the purpose of prostitution, any certifi-
cate of enre or any certificate signifying or
implying that she is free from venereal dis-
ease or not liable to convey infection of any
such disease’”
Mr. SPEAKER: Most decidedly the hon.

member’s arguments are all in favour of that
sort of thing having heen done in the past and
having failed; and this Bill prevents it.

Hon, T. WALKER: T do not argue in fav-
our of its having been done in the past. I
want it abolished. T regret to see my poverty
of language is such that I cannot convey my
meaning. 1 most certainly am arguing now,
and quoting medica! authority to show, that
these certificates, these examinations of any
person being a prostitutz or inhabiting any
brothel, are of no value,

Mr. SPEAKEE: This Bill Joes not provide
for that. .

Hon. T. WALKER: This Bill goes on to
provide for the granting of certificates. Clanse
46 refers to ‘“wherever the Commissioner has
reason to helieve that any person is soffering
from any venereal disease.’’ Then there is
the subclause providing for examination, hut
also providing that in the case of females—
who may be prostitutes, mark you—

the Commissioner shall, hefore taking any

action under this section, submit to an Ad-

visory Committes, constituted as herein-
after mentioned, the evidence on which he
proposes to take such action, but without
revealing the name of the person against
whom such aetion is contemplated, and the

Clanse

sai? Committee shall decide on the action,

if any, to be taken by him.

Theu, once that has heen done, the provisions
of the principal Act as to the granting of
glean certificates fallow.

Mr, SPEAKER: To anhy person at all, The
Commissioner would give a certificate of clean-
Iiness to any person.

Hon. T. WALKER: That is right.

AMr. SPEAKER: Not particalarly to one
section.

Hon. T. WALEKER: T am not dealing with
any particular section.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member i3 quite
in order in discussing the point generally, but
not in picking out prostitutes alone,

Hon. T. WALKER: At page 320 the au-
thor states—

In order to snecessfully combat prostitn-
tion and venereal disease, ' fundamental
social reforms are necessary. (1) First of
all the system of exploitation of the poor by
the rich should he put an end to, the work
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of the poor Leing remunerated at its true
svalve. This requiregs a social transforma-
tion of the relations hetween capital and
labounr. (2) The use of narcotics, and es-
pecially alcohol, should be suppressed. (3)
The falre miodesty concerning sexual inter-
conrre should he done away with. (4) The
publie should be instrueted in the dangers
of venereal discase and in the means of
preventing  contamination.  The only cer-
tain means of curing them eonsists in not
contracting then,  (3) Cleanliness shonld
he universally encouraged, especially in
sexual intercourse. (6) Preventive measures
fhould he employed in every coitug the ob-
ject of which is not precreation. (7) The
trecatment of venereal ciceases in hospitals
should be carried out in a decent and hm-
mane ntanner, so as not to shoek the med-
esty of cither sex, especially women, and so
that patients nced not he ashamed of sub-
mitting to medieal treatment. Nowadays
the venereal ilivisions of hospitals often
more resemble brothels.  This state of
things makes it impossible for any woman
with a particle of modesty to stay in these
places, It is evident that wemen who are
more or less virtuous, and even the better
clags of prostitutes, will aveid sueh hos-
pital freatment as muoech as postible, and
will thereby hecome the worst sources of
infection.
Those are the paths in which reform shonll
travel in my opinion, not by drastic legisla-
tion of this deseription. We should start free,
start frankly, manly and wemanly. We should
give instruction to our children whe are past
the age of puberty and are capable of un-
derstanding.  We should everlastingly warn
them of the dangers of contaet with the im-
pure and we should alse provide them with
remedies. We tell our children of the dangers
of a cold and we do not fail to keep a little
medicine against the possibility of a chill, and
where there are chances of sexual complaints
we should let our children know what is to be
done, if such an unhappy event should occur,
Those are the methods we should adept in
order to safeguard the community, and to
eradieate the discases. We should get rid of
that scornful, spiteful contempt for the un-
fortunate. I Ao not care how foul they are,
they are of the same flesh and blood as our-
selves and we should treat them as we do the
more fortunate, No person desires to earn
the contempt and contumely of the world. It
goes by the force of circumstances, the driv-
ing powers of internment. It takes them be-
vond their control and they go down, The
stronger onght to take c¢are of them, There is
an allegation that we are to have some kind
of hospital for our women.
Mr. Pickering: That is not in the Bill.
Hon. T. WALKER: Therc is no provision,
but there is a sort of promise that there is to
be sueh a place.
Mr. SPEAKER: We will diseuss that when
the Bill comes forwar.
Hon. T. WALKER: The Bill is now for-
ward.,
Mr, SPEAKER: The Bill dealing with such
places is not.
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Houn, T. WALKER: That is part of the prom-
ise made by the Minister who moved the second
reading. If this measure—and T am entitled
to make note of his arguments—is passed, we
believe these places are to be established, and
indeed how are we to treat patients if there
are to be any number, if the alarm has been
created by the committee and there is to be a
number, how is the disease to be met? One doe-
tor here and there cannot do it. We shall
require an institution.

Mr. SPEAKER: When the Bill for the in-
stitution is before the Chair——

Hon. T. WALKER: T will discuss it then,
too. In this instance it is suggested as part
of the machinery for eradicating the disease.
The whaole discase is subject for discussion,
The whole of its methods, of its treatment;
-one method is proposed here, other methods
may be held up for.ceomparison, without that
manner of debating we ecannot arrive at a
decision.

Mr. SPEAKER: Quite so.

Hon. T. WALKER: We eannot, withont
having some kind of institution where frec
‘treatment is provided for those who are suf-
fering, we cannot ask for the power to go
forward.

Mr. SPEAKER: What T drew the hon.
‘member’s attention to was that this Bill dees
not make provision for a hospital.

Hon. T. WALKER: Suppose I say it ought
to do.

Mr. SPEAKER: I can tell the hon. member
that such provision has already been made.

Hon. T. WALKER: Tt is made and this
Bill takes for granted that it is there. I am
drawing attention to the particular remarks
of the mover on the second reading, who told
us that for women particularly, men it did
not matter so much abeut such an institu-
tion should be provided. T have not much
faith in promises of that nature; we have
had promises in the past and remedial struc-
tures have not arisen, they will be ignored in
the future. The measure itself is a symbol
of the wishes for tyranny on the part of a
department of the State, to gain a power
that the police would never be entrusted
with, however respectable in form and dis.
cipline the pelice may be-—to obtain a power
that no profession wonld abrogate to itself
outside the medical profession. It is to prae-
tically take command of the private lives of
the community, to examine them as to their
private viees or viriues. Tt is scandalous,
and to do so in secrecy, without any chance
of correction or respensibility heing affixed,
te my mind is an outrage on a civilised com-
munity. T it were probable that it would
do good, ther it wonld deserve support, but
the evidence T have read from the authorities
quoted show to the contrary. The evil will
exist. If we get this Bill through to-morrow
there is no guarantee that they would not
seek the right to come and live in owr houses
and se¢ what we do there.

Hon. W, (", Angwin: They do now.

Hon. T. WALKER: They do now. There
is scarcely a chance of escaping the everlast-
ing vigilance  of an irritating charaeter of
this elass. Talk zhout the terrors of the old
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continent, where the police are at every
corner, where strangers and citizens are ac-
costed at every perambulation from their
doorstep—we put ourselves under a sort of
surveillance of that kind if we pass this mea-
sure. Tt would not matter if it were not for
the fact that we shall tarnigh some lives, ruin
some lives, ruin the careers of some girls and
some men. A measure of thig class is re-
pulsive. The suggestions made by the mem-
ber for Perth and the member for XNorth-
East Fremantlec are far more preferable. We
have on the statute-book a measure sufficient,
which gives all the power ¢laimed by the
most avaricious department, which to ~ my
mind goes too far, Tt is strong enough for
any purpose. But before the ink is really
dry on the paper on which the Act is printed,
before the Act is tested, this medical nabob
comes forward and sayvs, ‘T want stronger
powers and | want to have the citizens in my
hands.’*

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J. George—Murray-Wellington) [9.40]): T do
not propose to follow the ecriticism of the
member who has just resumed his seat. or
even the e¢riticism of the member for Perth.
T reeognise, and the Government recognise,
that in a matter of this sort, affecting all
classes of the community here, and really
shocking all eommunities throughout the
world, what we should do is to try to get
some means to deal with this eurse. That
being so, I am not cavilling with members
in their desire to speak on the Bill, althongh
some members gave utterance to their opin-
ions on this matter a conple of years ago.
This Bill is intreduced by the Government
not as a Government measure but hecause we
appreciate that in our midst there are dis-
eagses that require to be coped with in such
a fashion so that we may cradicate them to
he able to make the conditions of health bet-
ter than they are to-day. Having that con-
vietion, we bhave taken the proper and only
course that a Government can take, to ac-
copt the responsibility, to come .before the
Chamber and lay before members a Bill for
their c¢onsideration, for them to argue and
deal with, as guided by honest conviction,
It can be fairly discussed, probably amended,
but if accepted will help to produce a remedy
snch as we require to-day. We recognise that
we should not deal with the disease by half
measures. [f there is anything of doubt as
to the need for such aetion in the minds of
members, the two speeches to which T have
referred will supply enough argpument to con-
vinece the most seceptical. So far as members
sitting on the Government side are concerned,
they are ag is well known, perfeetly free on
this oceasion to deal with the measure as thev
think fit. The Government do not propose
to do otherwise than 1o let members vate as
they like. Tt is a matter on whicl there ds
no partz. Tt is a matter on which anyvone
who intreduces party tactics, deserves to he
ostracised by the community. We sayv to
every member of the House, whichever side
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he sits on, ‘*We want from you the hest you
can give us to deal theroughly with the ques-
tion now before ws.’’ It may be argued
that this is really not a Bill on which there
should he a full dress second reading debate,
for the reason, principally, that the question
with which the Bill deals has already been
diseussed in this House. It has been thrashed
out and there is a measure on the statute-
book dealing with this principle, and seeing
that that is so, the Committee stage of the
Bill would give to members a hetter oppor-
tunity of acquiring intimate knowledge of the
provisions of the measure. Each of the
amendinents proposed can be dealt with bet-
ter in Committee than by long second reading
speeches, however scholarly they may be. I
do not wish it to be taken that there is any
desire to curtail the sccond reading debate,
but I ask members to consider whether the
object to be attained cannot be more fully
attained and more quickly attained in Com-
mittee than in sccond reading speoethes, Feor
this reasen, when the clauses come to be dis-

cussed then will the defects be poinied
out by one or another of hon. mem- .
bers, and it will he then that it will he

possible for hon. members to argue the pros
and cons and they will he able to form a cor-
rect judgment as to whether amendments
should be ecarried or rejected. The hon. mem-
ber who has just spoken made one of his
usual appeals to the Honse that they should
vote against the Bill on the second reading,
and he expressed his intention of doing so
himself. T would peint out that hon. mem-
bers ean defeat this Bill if they think it
necessary to do so when it is in Committee,
and if it is permitted to reach that stage they
will have their opportunity of voting in the
direction of earrving out their views. T
hope that a majority of hon, members will
realise that the Bill is one which is worthy
of their consideration, and of being passed
through the second reading stage. This fer-
rible business we are dealing with has Dbeen
with us doring all the ages, but it has come
before ws more prominently during the past
few vears while we have been pagsing through
the stages of the war, and we are getiing day
by dax instances which.show without any
doubt, and no sophistry ean put them on one
side, that any community which will he blind
to its responsibility in dealing with a matter
of this kind is not worthy of belonging to
a nation or even existing. Tt seems to me
that we have to satisfy ourselves as to whe-
ther the disease exists. There is no doubt
about that. Ts it harmful and dangerons?
There can he no question about that, Our
own kuewledge and experience and the in-
stances given in this Chamber are sufficient
to show to us that the discase is most harm-
ful and troubiesome. We have to consider
next its present condition, and we have to go
further and consider what its future is
likely to he. We ecannot as men be blind to
the fact, that unless the disease is coped with,
it is going to bring abont nothing less than
race suicide, nothing less than the destruetion
of the nobility of human life. And when that
comes about there will be the disintegration
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of the race. The next question we bave to con.
sider is whether the present law is adequate.
It has been suggested that the existing law
needs to be altered. The operation of it dur-
ing the time it has been in existence bas shown
that portions of it, according to those who
have been administering it, require to be-
amended, and it is for hon. members to discuss
the amendments without any idea of prejudice
or the consequences, however intolerable they
may be to the individnal in the community,
in the hope of eventually affording the greatest
security to the whole of the community, I am
arguing that the Committee stage will afford
to every hon. member the chance of doing that,
and it will be at that stage where, I think,
valuable aetion ean be taken. With regard to
the speeches which have been made on the
seecond reading, I have no cause to grumble.
The speech of the member for Perth (Mr, Pil-
kington) was a eredit to his ability, and the
erudition displayed by the member for Kan-
owna (Hon. T. Walker) was great indeed. I-
look upon his utterance as an informative lec-
ture, a lecture which, T think, might have heen
delivered to greater advantage before a larger
awdience. But when we cote to the practieal
facts of legisiation, we admit that we have
an Act here which was passed some years ago.
It is adinitted alse that alterations are desir-
able, and the means of making those altera-
tions are not ouly afforded in the Bill hut are
also afforded to all hon. meémbers, who have
a perfact right to give notice of any amendment
which they, in their wisdom, think will bring
about the effect they desire.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That applies to any
Bill,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have only
a few more words to say. I think it is new
about 22 years since, in the old Chamber, T
introduced a subject somewhat similar to this
one. Hon. members know that in matters of
this kind T feel strongly. I have no need to
repeat what T have often said in this Chamber
about the knowledge that one has gained from
passing throngh life. This subject to me is
vast; it touches the foundation of our life as
a nation, and unless we can cope with the dis-
ease and deal with it properly, I can say that
within a eomparatively short time our com-
munity will be diseased and our nation will
have vanished. At the time to which I referred
just now—and I had ne particular desire to
acquite it—T gained a reputation of having
cleared the galleries of ladies, though it is true
there were only two present, I hope that any
of the ladies who are here to-night will not
take the remarks I intend to make as amiss,
My reverence for women is such that if T had
it in my power I wounld not allow them to be
present when any of these discussions such as
we have had tonight are taking place. T do
not say that they have no right to be present;
in fact, T would give them greater rights pos-
sibly than they would ask for themsclves in
other directions. But I have noticed in the
gallery here to-night young girls in their teens,
listening to the details quoted by the member
for Kanowna, and the only thing-I can say is
that I regret their home life influence has
evidently becn such as not to make them feel
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ashamed, and so withdraw from these pre-
tincts.

Mr, Johnston: That is a shocking statement
to make.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: At any rate
that is my feeling, and T have the greatest
reverence for women,

Ar. Draper: You do not show it,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Whether
I show it or not, I do not like to see women
present when these matters are being dis-
cussed, and I do not think young girls in
their teens shonld flaunt themselves in the pub-
lic gallery when they should be at home and
in bed.

Mr. Jones: You would kecp them in the kit-
chen, would you?

Mr. Draper: You are afraid of discussion.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member perhaps would be a little calmer if he
were in the law courts, .

Mr. Jones: How can you expeet anyone to
be calm when a Minister talks this sort of
stuff?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I  have
stated that T belong to an older generation, ansl
T have the right to express my feelings. The
member for Kanowna was not reproved when
he discussed details of the disgusting disease.
No one raised his voice against him.

Mr. Jones: You ought to be back in the
nursery.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: T might be
tempted to say that it is a matter of great re-
gret that the hon. member ever left the nur-
sery. I have nothing further to add, until we
get to the Committee stage. T hope the Bill will
pass the second reading to-night. The intention
of the Government is that the Bilt shall pass
that stage this evening, and of course we are
wot burking discassion, But if we succeed, it is
our intention to consider the Bill in Committee
on Thursday. Hon. members will then have
ample opportunity of discussing the amend-
ments and they will not be able to accuse us of
endeavouring to force the matter to an early
close.

Mr. DRAPER (West Perth) [9.55]: After
the remarks by the Minister for Works it is
somewhat difficult to speak dispassionately or
calmly upon the suhject, especially after the
gratuitous insult he offered to the women of
the community, an insult offered without any
provoeation whatever. The Minister for Works
is the last man in this House who is fit to
landle a measure of thig kind.

The Minister for Works: That may be your
opinion.

My, DRAPER: The Minister for Works has
shown it by the last few remarks which he
made, He has shown that he does neot want the
women of this commupity to understand the
necessity for passing this Bill, to understand
what remedies will be effectual to do away with
the discase which he professes a desire to elimi-
nate. He does not understand that the very first
essential to deal suecessfully with venereal dis-
cases is to invoke the assistance of the whole of
the community, of both sezes, to make every-
hody thoeroughly acquainted with the conse-
quences of venercal disease. When he under-
standg that he will have some hope of providing
a remedy. Until full publicity is given in that

1241

respect, I venture to say that the Minister for
Works has not the slightest chanee by any legis-
lation he may think fit to try to pass, of doing
what be professes he has a desire to do. There
is no doubt that this Bill is one of importance,
and it is unfortunate that the linister for
Worka should have created in this Chamber an
atmosphere which does not lead to the ecalm dis-
cussion of a topie which is most difficult to de-
hate, difficult to provide a remedy for, and one
on whieh the memhers of this House hold vari-
ous opinions. It is unfortunate that at an early
stage of this Bill—it may have been on the
first reading—it was snggested that if the Gov-
ernment desired to pass it they would find that
it would be at least Christmas or certainly un-
til the next session of TParliament hefore it
would he possible to get it through, That was a
threat of stonewulling which was unfortunately
made. No doubt remarks are made in that respeet
on the spur of the moment, remarks which on
ealm reflection wonld he regretted. But T am not
going to blame the suggestion of stonewalling
which was made withont also saying something

upon what has undonbtedly been given onf,
either in this Chamber or elsewhere, We all

know that at the earlier stage, no matter what
arguments were to e urged in this Chamber,
no matter what was bronght forward, those who
sit on this side of the Ilouse, irrespeective of
argument or merit, were expected to sit here
night and day until the Bill was forced through,
‘We all know that was the original intention of
the Government,

Hon. R. H. Underwaod (Honorary Minis-
ter): You know nothing of the sort.

Mr. DRAPER: We all know that was the
orisrinal intention of the Government,

The Colonial Treasurer: And I say that the
hon, member is not correct.

Mr., DRAPER: Hon. members knew that
that was so.

The Colonial Treasurer: You do not attend
the sittings of the Tlouse, and you do not know
what takes place.

Mr. DRATER: T de¢ not attend the cauens
meetings, and T do not sit up all night. If in
consequence of stonewalling and threats to
bluster the Bill through an atmosphere is cre-
ated which does not tend to ealm diseussion of
the Bill it is a pity that, after what the Minis-
ter for Works has said. namely, that memhers
on this side are at liberty to vote as they like,
the Minister had not said farther that he wonld
not endeavour to force the Bill throngh the
Committee stage by all night sittings. There
would then have heen some force in his remarks
when he asked members to refrain from mak-
ing second reading speeches. But we all know
what will happen unless at the eleventh hour
the Government think the matter is really
worthy of further information being ohtained.
Tf the Govermment adept that attitude there
ean be no reason why full diseussion and calm
consideration should not be given to the Bill
now: and if, after calm consideration and dis-
cussion, it seems advisable to leave the conten-
tious clauses until next session, whieh cannot he
far away, when we shall be in a better position
to jndge, it will be a wise and prudent course
to adopt. It is admitted here that the power
which the Government seek to obtain is very
drastic. No one counll suggest that it is not. Tt
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is also admitted that there is a possibility—1
do not say probability—of some women in the
State having to submit to humiliation, insult,
and indignity if the measure is passed as it
stands at present. Surely in face of those ad-
missions-—nuo one really denies them—we ought
to consider carefully what is the power that the
Minister seeks to obtain. Under the Bill the
Minister secks to amend the original Act so as
to make it read that if the Commissioner has
reason to believe that any person is suffering
from a venereal disease he may give notice in
writing to such person, requiring him to conm-
sult a medical practitioner and so forth. The
amendment does away with the signed state-
ment, and says that whenever the Commissioner
has renson to believe. 1f Ministers will only
think for a moment they will realise that when
we gay the Commissioner, if he has reason to
believe, may do a certain thing, it practically
amounts to this, that he can do it when he likes.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is the point.

Mr. DRAPER: Who is to be the judge as
to whether he has reason to helieve? He is
sole judge of his own actions.

Hon. R. H. Underwood {Honorary Minis.
ter): So is a magistrate,

Mr. DRAPER; It is suggested that his posi-
tion is analagous to that of a magistrate. A
magistrate desides in open court upon evi-
dence and after trial. The Commissioner would
not have it in his power to set up these eondi-
tions.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): The magistrate has power to order
arrest.

Mr. DRAPER: If the Bill is passed, it will
really mean that the Commissioner can, when-
ever he likes, no matter what the facts are,
order an examination to take place.

Hon. R. H. Underwood {Honorary Minis-
ter}: Just the same as a magistrate.

Mr, DRAFPER: Tn anything I say I am not
reflecting in the slighiest degree on Dr, Atkin-
son. 1 do not think it is fair to drag Dr.
Atkinson’s name into the Bill. The Commis-
sioner should be regarded strictly impersonally.
He is simply the Commissioner of Tublie
Health; he is not Dr. Atkinson or any other
doctor. We ought to regard the Bill as if any
medical man might be appointed Commissioner
of Health. As a safeguard it was suggested
that there shonld be an advisory committee,
Doeg anybody really think that advisory com-
mittee is going to be any safeguard whatever?
What is its constitution? Tt is true the Com-
missioner has no vote on that committee; but
he is the only person who can come forward
and make a statement to the advisory commit-
tee, which is to consist of a man, a lady doctor,
and another lady. And what will they have
before them to guide them? Absolutely nothing
except what the Commissioner says. A tribunal
of that kind is absolutely useless. It simply
means that whatever the Commissioner chooses
to recommend must of necessity be adopted.

The Attorney General: He has to submit
the evidence to that body.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But it is his own evi-
dence.

The Attorney General: They are the judges
of it,
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Mr. DRAPER: The Attorney General must
know that an ex parte statement made to a
judge is of no value whatever. And what
facility is there for giving any woman the.
right to appear before that advisory commit-
tee and place her case before them? Can any-
one really regard that as a satisfactory com-
mittee which can afford any real protection
to any person who has the right to object? I
would not give to any man in the world the
right to order a woman to be examined merely
because he personally thinks he has reasonable
grounds to believe that that woman is suffering
from venereal disease, 1 de not require to
have it proved to me that venereal disease has
increased to a very large extent since the war
broke cut. We do not require proof upon that
point. We know it. We constantly come across-
ingtances which lead to that belief. After all,
it is onily the natural result of war. It is a
matter of history that whenever we have wars:
on a large scale, partieularly modern wars,
we always have a large inerease of venereal
disease. Therefore, it can be taken as a fact
that there is a large increase of venereal dis-
ease. But the mere fact of there Leing that
large increase does net justify the proposed
remedy. It has heen suggested that Decause
the existing provision for a signed statement
has proved ineffectual, therefore the Commis-
sioner must have power to order an examina-
tien. In my opinion, as a layman—I speak
solely from the point of view of human
nature—the mere fact of any statement
whether signed or not, would have a
bad effeet upon the community and would de-
feat its object. But I need not discuss that.
Having failed because a person has to make
a signed statement, the Commissioner recom-
mends that further power be given to him,
He does not recognise that the existing Act
wag foredoomed to failure and wonld fail in
any event. IBecause it has failed he does not
go back and seek some other remedy, but he
says rather, **Give me further powers based
on the same system.,’’ No one who has
read the evidence bhefore the select commit-
tee can say that there is in it one word which
would lead one to believe that the proposed
remedy would be in any way effective. There
is no snggestion that the proposed remedy is
to be in any way effective. It is a pure ex-
periment, nothing more nor less. Except we
are certain that this remedy 18 going to prove
effectual, we have no right to permit of the
possibility of any woman having to submit to
the degradation and humiliation which the
Rill would impose. Tt is true that evils may
require the strongest remedies. But hefore
we apply those remedies we ought to be rea-
sonably certain that they will be effectual.
There is nothing whatever to show this. On
the contrary, if we look at what other people
have told us, if we refer to the reports of
Roval Commissions, we can only come to the
conclusion that if the measure is earried it
will simply have the effect of sending persons
suffering from venereal discase to the quacks
instead of to the medical profession. Let me
give a verv simple instance, Suppose a mar-
ried man has contracted a venereal disease.
Ts it to be sapposed for & moment that that
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mairied man, untess he is of superior intelli-
gence, is goiug to a medical practitioner who
will immediately report the matter to the
Commissioner of Public Health, and thereby
prebahly expose some innocent woman to the
indignity which the Bill contemplates? That
is a perfectly simple instance and hon. mem-
bers other than the Minister in charge of the
Bill will appreciate it.

Hon. R, H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): It is not according to fact. The name
would not be given.

Mr. DRATER: Anybody who has had any-
thing to do with the Government in matters
of this kind knows that the whole thing will
be known.

Afr. Tecsdale: No names are mentioned at
all,
Mr. DRAPER: These cases are reported to
the Commissioner.

Hon. R. H. Underwvod (Honorary Minis-
ter): XNot the name.

Mr. DRATER: Undoubtedly the Commis-
sioner would be able to finil put the name,
and we know what woulld happen.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: If the patient missed
going for three wecks for treatment his name
would he disclosed.

Mr, DRAPER: Let me take nnother point,
First it appears to me the Bill would have
the effect of sending persons sunffering from
venereal diseases to quacks, Again, medical
men declare that examination is no certain
test. 1In the case of syphilis they also say
that the only certain test that is known—
and T have no doubi the Commissioner for
Public Health knows it too—is the llood test.
The hlood test can he carried out by obtain.
ing a drop of blood from any portion of the
human body. There is nothing objectionable
in that. Tt, however, has not even been sug-
gested. Tn the face of that certain test we
have it suggested what practieally amounts
to foreible examination. If lon. members
will refer to the report of the evidence taken
before the British Royal Commission, on the
question of the notification of venereal dis-
ease, they will find in paragraph 163 of page
49 the following:—

The majority of medical witnesses were
of opinion that there would be reluctance
on the part of practitioners to notify cases
of venereal disease which came to their
knowledge, and that if they vrere compelled
by law to notify, the result would be an
even greater resort to wnqualified persons.
Hon. R. H. Uniderwood (Honorary Minis-

ter): That is not so. We have proof of that
in our Act.

Mr. DRAPER: The Act proves nothing.
Again let me refer hon, members to this,
which appears on the next page—

We have come to the conclusion that at
the present time any system of compulsory
personal notification would fail to secure
the advantages elaimed, and we are of opin-
ion that betier results may he obtained by
a policy of education regarding the import-
ance and serious nature of venereal dis-
eases, and by adoption of the measures
we have already rccommended for increas-
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ing largely the facilities for diagnosis and

treatment,

That is the recommendation of the British
Uommission, and clearly shows I think that
gentleman of high authority—I do not know
whether they are recognised by the Minister
in charge or not—

Hon. R. H. Underwood {Honorary Minis.
ter): [ can refer you to the recommendations
that have bheen made in Australia.

Mr. DRAPER: Are at any rate of opinion
that notification will simply tend to send peo-
ple to quacks instead of doctors, If hon
members, before this Bill ia passed, will care-
fully consider the matter and read the article
to which the member for Perth (Mr, Pilking.
ton) referred in the *‘XNineteenth Century,’’
they will see that if the measures which are
suggested there are adopted they will lead to
a decrease in the discase of as great a per-
centage as from 70 to 80. What makes me
think that this is reliable is that other medi-
cal men in the State have told me that it is
cffectual. One said that it was the only
effectnal remedy. Further than that Sir
Francis Channing, who opposed Sir Bryan
Doukin aml replied to his article two months

Jater in the ‘‘ Nineteenth Century,”” although

opposing the former article strongly, on re-
ligious grounds, does not in any way endea-
vour to eontradict the effectiveness of the re-
medies. He accepts the figures which are
given by Sir Bryan. There can be no doubt
whatever that as regards heing effective the
remedy which is there suggested is the one
which e¢an be relied upon, and in my opinion
is preferable to the mere experiment which
it is now sought to get this House to sane-
tion.

Mre. Teesdale: What
cases already in cxistence?

Mr. DRAPER: These can he treated. If

in future the disease is reduced by from 70
to 80 per cent, we will very soon eradicate it.
T have becn referred by the Honorary Minis-
ter to the reeommendations which have been
made in Australia. T ask him to get informa-
tion from New South Wales and to find out
what they are doing there, whether they have
thought it necessary to introduce notification,
and whether they are combating the disease
effeciually by pgiving publicity to the facis
connected with the disease, and also provid-
ing for eurative medicines. Tf the honorary
Minister will do that—

Hon. R. H., Underwood (Honorary Minis-
terd: T have doune it

Mr. DRAPER: I venture to say that if he
gets a correct statement he will find that I am
right in what T have said. He is apparently
not desirons of getting any information, but
intends to ask the House to decide on this Bill
on his own intelligence.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
tery: No, T do not.

Mr, DRAPER: It i3 not a gquestion of
whetber the Honorary Minister desires it, or
the Commissioner for Public Health or the
Colonial Secretary desire it. I only regret
that the Colonial Secretary is not in this
Chamber. We have to face & plain statement
of fact. We know the disease is inereasing.

ahout the present



1244

We desire to provide some remedy, and the
remedy 1 suggest is that which has already
been suggested by the member for Perth (Mr.
Pilkington). That meets with no favour, al-
though I have no hesitation in saying that as
a layman

Hon. R. H. Underweod (Honorary Minis-
ter): Draw np a clause and T will aecept it in
the Bill.

Hon. W, C. Angwin:
clause for that.

Hon. R. H. Underwood {Honorary Minia-
ter): Of course you do not. You want the
Rill. We are already dealing with it.

Mr. DRAPER: Tt is true that in dealing
with a question of this kind whatever remedy
is adopted will probably De unpleasant and
objections will he raised to it. To the pro-
phylactic measures no doubt objections will
be raised by some people, whe, I think, take
a mistaken view, perbaps from religious
sernples, I see nothing wrong in adopting
any measure which will present the ilisease.
"It seems to me that to argue upon these lines
is to argue uwpon a false hasis and to deceive
onrselves. We have to face the fact that the
diseuse is here. 1t is not a question of
whether we are encounraging a sin or immor-
ality. 1t is purely a question of advising a
method -which we know to be effective and of
applying it to the disease. T am sure it is of
no use asking the Government to detay this
matter, but I would really ask them to con-
sider—what iz the effect of forcing the Bill
through by all-night sittings, contrary to the
will of many members of the House, some of
whom will vote for the measure in obedience
to the Government Whip. What will Le the
effect upon the country? Ts it to be supposed
that the country will be satisfied with this?

Mr. Teesdale: That is superfluous.

Afr. DRAPER: I swould remind hon. mem-
bers who were in the House at the time as to
the effect of the passing of the Redistribution
of Seats Bill six or reven years ago.

Hon. R. H. Underwoodl (Honorary Minis-
tery: It put yon ont for six or reven years,
which was good.

Ar, DRAPER: Tt did not put me out. The
Honorary Minister is slightly mistaken. T do
not desire the Honorary Minister’s permission
to sit in this House. If the Honorary Minis-
ter will consider that and postpone the matter
for a short time until we ean get further in-
formation, and until we are in a hetter posi-
tion to judge, it will be a wise plan. There
can be nothing gained by foreing the measure
through now when the publie is all at vari-
anee, and not very properly informed. Tf the
Government would do that there should he no
reason why early next session the matter
shoulll not he again hronght forward, and
this. in my opinion, would be the hest course
to adopt at the present juncture.

Ar. PICKERIXNG (Sussex) [10.23]: Tt is
not my purpose to go over the ground which
has already bheen covered by other hon. mem-
bers in dealing with this question, but [ do
desire to state the views of a country member
as to how it applies to hig particular portion
of Western Australia. T should like to pre-
face my remarks hy a short extraet from Dr.

You do not want a
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Banger’s work on the ‘‘History of Prostitu-
tion.”?

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
ter): Can I show you Dr, Cumpston’s?

Mr. PICKERING: 1 can see that later.
The extract 1o which 1 refer is as follows:—
It has been shown elsewhere that the
public are responsible for prostitution, be-
canre they persist in excluding women from
many kindg of employment for which they
are fitted; while for work in those oceupa-
tions which are open to them they receive
an entirely inadequate remuneration. Tt
has also been shown that the community are
cqually responsible on account of their non-
interfercnce with known and acknowledged
evils. Another reason why accountability
cannot be evaded may Dhe desipgnated;
namely the carelessness, or, more properly,
heartlessness, with which the character of
woman is treated. Let there be but a breath
of suspicion against her fair name, no mat-
ter from what vile source it may emanate,
and the cpergies of man seem directed
toward her iestruction,

Minis-

The member for Roebourne (Mr. Teeslale),
who | desire should hear this exeerpt and who
cannot give it his attention, rather derided
the idea that a woman’s reputation can he
ruined. In dealing with the clanse of - the
Bill which does away with the signed state-
ment—anl that is the omly portion of it to
which T desire to refer—I wonld remark that
the whole trend of the arguments seems to he
that we are protecting the informer against
the person informed against. We dhave a safe-
guard in the committee, who are not there for
the purpose of protecting the aceused, bnt
rather to hide the informer. This seems to me
to make the point with regard to this guestion.
What is the nature of the evidence to he sub-
mitted to this committee, and what kind of evi-
dence is going to be aceeptable to it? There is
nothing in the recommendations of the select
committee to show of what nature that cvidence
shall partake, and what is to be sufficient to
cause any woman or girl to be brought up for
examination. In the City this committee may to
some extent be effective, but T shonld like to
know what the position will be in remote ennn-
try towns. Js it the intention of the (Cominis-
sioner that the acensed persens shall be hrought
to Perth to be examined, or is it intended that
they should he examined hy their own local
doctors? [ contend that for an innocent woman
it would he an appalling thing to have to sub-
mit herself for examination at the hands of any
doctor. No woman wouid willingly submit her-
self to such an examination, except perhaps if
she were in a state of dire ill-health. This Bill
places it in the power of the Commissioner to
order the exminination of any girl, providing
the evidence tendered is such as to satisfv that
committee. Ts that committee to judage of the
true weight of the evidence that is sulunitted
for its consideration? From the remarks of
the member for Perth (Mr. Pilkington) we
have an illnstration of how difficult it is to ar-
rive at the true merits or worth of evidence
tendered, even for the consideration of a court
of law. Yet we find that the committee who are
to decide wpon the reliability of the cvidence
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will consist of two doctors and one other
woman and one other man. They are to decide
50 important & matter of evidence, evidence
which may perbaps result in an innocent woman
being placed in a position of extreme degrada-
tion. Next, as to the nature of the examina-
tion. That point was touched on by the mem-
ber for West Perth (Mr. Draper), who said it
is generally aceepted that by an expermient ¢n
the blood the presence of venereal disease can
be ascertained. But such an examination, I un-
derstand, is wot suggested either by this Bill or
by the report of the select committee. The or-
dinary examination, I gather, is one of consid-
erable difliculty and of some duration; and I
think we must all admit that the exposure of
girls or women to such an examination of such
duration is not likely to be of benefit to them
in any way. [t would familiarise them with the
possibility of exposing their persons, which
should not be encouraged in the slightest de-
gree. I cousider there is grave danger to the
womanhood of this community if such a thing is
encouraged even in the smallest measnre. With
regard to the contrel of persons known to he
affected with venercal disease, I have no hesi-
tation whatever in saying that I would support
any legislation introduced towards that end.
But T am decidedly against the amendment of
the existing Act in the direction of abolition of
the signed statement. Any person prepared to
make such g damaging and ineriminating
charge should at least have the courage to sign
the statement making the charge. The least that
ig due to women wiho may be subjected to so
distressing an examination is that, in the event
of their proving their innocence, they should
have redress in a court of law, To make it pos-
sible for even one woman to be placed in such
a position, without the possibility of redress, is
absolutely wicked.

The Attorney General: Women have redress,

Hon, W. (. Angwin: They have not, under
this Bill.

Mr. PIOKERING: How have they redress?
If they have, what is the object of abolishing
the signer statement?

The Attorney Geneval: The right of redress
is not taken away from them. They have re-
dress in a court of law.

Honr. W. €, Angwin: But they will not he
able to ask for a verified copy of the statement.
TUnder this Bill, that is taken away.

My, PICKERIXNG: That is qnite true. The
Honorary Minister in introdoeing the Bill
stated that the Government intend to provide
accommoddation for aifected women. The work
from which I have quoted lays it down that it
hus been proved that outside treatment is of no
avail; amd therefore I sincerely hope that, be-
fore any cifeet is given to this measure, ade-
quate provision will be made for sufferers
from vencreal disease, especially aufferers of
the feminine sex. 1 do not wish to prolong the
debate, but T desire to record my opinion that
the Honorary Minister's suggestion to amend
the Aet by abolishing the signed statement is
inimiexl to the hest interests of the country,
and is not likely to have the desired effect, but
will result in driving people to a greater degree
of secrecy. Indeed, I believe it will have the
effect of placing both wmarried and single
women in a position in which we should hesitate
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to place them; and thercfore T consider we
woald be ill-advised in agreeing to the abeli-
tion of the signed statement.

Mr. ROCKE ({South Fremantle) {10-35]: I
approach with some degrec of irepidation the
extremely grave questions which are involved in
this measure, I realise the high importance of the
subject, not only to this State but to humanity at
large, by reason of the fact that vensrea! disease
is fo a considorable extent responsible for many of
the troubles that afflict mankind. On the other
hand, however, I feel that the Bill in its present
form will not achieve what it aims at. but that,
by reason of the element of injustice which it con-
tains. it will defeat its own object. The Honorary
Minister, in the course of his second reading speech,
made two statements diametrically opposed to cach
other. 1In opening he said that the Bill was not
of very much importance and did not require
lengthy debate, but in cloging he said that the
measure was of the greatest importance to the
nation. I do not know which of these two atate-
ments the House is expected to accept, but 1 for
my part shall accept the latter. Several of the
carlier clauses of the Bill, although of consideralle
importance, may, I' think, be left over until the
Committee stage is reached ; but T desire brictly
to refer to the clause dealing with the practice of
midwifery. In this regard I hope the House will
take into consideration the women in the back
blocks, who are unable to secure the services of
qualifed midwives, and are scldom able to obtain
the servieces of a doctor. Tt is often asserted, and
perhaps mistakenly thought, that midwives are
the principal medium of infection as regarda
geptic poisoning. We rarely hear of doctors being
condemned for conveying that infection. However,
there was & minot epidemic of septic poisoning
in Fremantle some time ago, and the cascs—ab
least one of which, I regret to say, proved fatal—
were clearly traced to a doctor. but for which fact
the midwives would again have reccived the blame
The ciauses with which the House is chiefly con-
cerned to-night are those relating to notification
of vencreal disease and to the unsigned statement.
The unsigned statement opens up the prospect
of a system of blackmail being practised upon the
people of this State, and probably upon innocent
persons.  In that respeet this Bill s devoid of
that first principle upon which all legislation should
he based, the principle of justice. In a democratic
community, no law should be allowed to stand
unless it rests upon the foundation of justice, Mr.
Speaker to-night indicated that members would
bhe out of order in discussing, on this Bill, the
broad guestion of prostitution. But how the
question of venercal disease can he discussed apart
from that, [ am not quite able to sce, because
venereal discase, of itself, is a part of prostitution.
1t is the effect of prostitution.

Mr. Teesdale: Not necessarily, It does not
follow. That is & nice statement to make,

Mr. Jones: Of course it follows.

Mr. ROCKE : I think it is wise, and even neces-
sary, for us to get down to bedrock and ascertain
what actually is the cause of the spread of venereal
discases in Western Australin. A witness before
the select connittee said that ene factor, and not
by any means the least factor, was the unhappiness
to he found in so many of the homes of our girls,
The witness said that parental responsibility was
unknown in some homes, and that drink was the
cause of the irresponsibility, and the cause of homes
being, to a great extent, broken up, 1f parents
will not exercise that responsibility which they
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should excreise over their children, it stands to
reason that the children cannot have the same
reverence for life, for their own bodies, and for
the bodics of others, as they would if they had been
properly taught, One cannot blame the children,
They grow up to manhood or womanhood with
quite an indifierent or incorrect view of life. It
is necessary, then, to deal with the children, first
and foremost, to teach the boys the sacredness of
life and the great principle of chivalry towards all
members of that sex whose protectors they should
be, and likewise to teach the girls the very high
place in which Nature has put them. Legislators
also must recognise the equality of the sexes. [t
has been said to-night, and 1 repeat it, that this
measure is aimed principally against women.
There is any amount of evidence to prove that,
The Bill docs not attempt, to my mind, to deal
with the scourge of veneral disease. It simply
tries to prevent the infeetion of men. Legislators
somechow or other seem to have & peculiar idea of
the value of human life, Property really seema
ta take a higher place with the average man who
i entrusted with the legislation of & country. JFor
instance, a couple of weeks ago, in reply to a ques-
tion asked by myself, the Attorney General ad-
mitted that a girl aged 144 yoars and one aged 15
had infeeted men with venereal disease, according
to the evidenece given before the select committee,
The Attorney General said that no action had been
taken apainst these men to bring them to book
on account of having had unlawful carnal know-
ledge becnuse no evidence had been given against
any person. I venture to say, however, that had
-an offence been committed against property, the
wheels of the law would have been put in motion
and every attempt made to bring the offenders
to hook. I recognise the prevalence of this discase,
but I cannot close my eves to the fact that com-
pulsion, where it has been tried in other countries,
has heen a failure. I am going to pin my faith upon
proper cdueational faeilities, absolutely private
and free treatment, regardless of the position in
life to the unfortunate patient, There has been
some controversy as to what iz the main sourco
of infection.  Most thinkers are agrecd that it does
ot come from the professional prostitnte, but that
it comes frem the clandestine conduct of females.
So we want to find out what is the cause of so much
clandestine prostitution ¢ We have been told
that it is very much in evidence in our midst.
Whether that is so, I do not know. But there must
be some cause which is operating to drive girls
on to the streets, and that caunse, I venture to say,
is economic. If a girl is not in receipt of a wage
sufficient to enable her to live, it stands to reason
that she will become an casier vietim to tempta-
tion.

Hon. I, H. Underwood (Honorary Minister):
Do you assert that poor people are more liable
to this than rich people ?

Mr. ROCKE: T did not say that. The Colonial
Sceretary when speaking in favour of this measure
in another place, admitted that it was the military
authorities who were urging the passage of the Bill,
We find that the naval and military authorities
all over the world have heen responsible for mea-
sures of this deseription, and wherever they have
heen introduced, according to the men who have
been able to make a study f the matter, they
have proved failures.

The Colonial Treasurer: Do you consider a
partial success a failure, or anything which has
not wholly succeeded *
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Mr. ROCKE : [ a thing only partially succeeds
it is better than no success at all, according to
Fiexner— —

Mr. Teesdale: He is & German ; he cannot he
any good.

{The Speaker resumed the Chair.}

Mr. ROCKE : Hec is an American, and he gave
to this matter two years of study, and for a layman
to pit his knowledge against that of such & man
is poor taste, to say the least of it. I can uite
understand the Commissioner asking for more
power, but with all due respect to him, I fec! that
the request which he makes for further power is
to cnahble his department to make a greater show.
If the department gets compulsory notification, to
my mind it will be less ¢ffective than the course
I have suggested of providing cducational facilitics,
I am always on the look-out for authoritics on
whom we can place rcliance, to guide us in matters
of this kind. [ have one here, a very good cne,
Hon, members will not quibble at the standard of
the ** Lancet,” and in writing of the Australian
measures, it observes the danger of the measure
when it commoents thus—

The Act bristles with penalties and from tho
time a patient goes to his first doctor for advice
to the time a certificate of cure is issued, he has
to run the gauntlet of potentiel fines and im-
prisonment.  There is o risk lest a certain pro-
portion may so dread this compulsory pilgrimage
to health that they will refuse to seek medical
help, or seek it at too late a stage of the discase,
This is & risk which it is absolutely nccessary
should be avoided in the working of the new
legislation in this country.

Fram the tenor of the speeches to.night, and
especially some of the interjections, it would
appear that women are the principal source of
infection, but we must not lose sight of the fact
that every woman is infected by some man, ex-
cept, perhaps, in the case where the means of
infeetion were other than direct intercourse. In
reading the evidence which was given before the
select committee, I notice that both Sub-
Inspecter O'Halloran and police woman Dugdalo
stated that a large number of young girls who
were under treatment at the Perth Public Hos
pital and who were not allowed to enter their
usual employment because of their condition,
were forced into prostitution in order to live,
ond they thus spread the discase while under
treatment. If we arc to combat the disease
effectively, it is of no use attempting to (o so by
half measures. 1f a person must go uncer treat-
ment, that person, whether man or woman, and
particularly in the casc of a woman, must be free
from all the anxictics and cares of obtaining a
livelihood : otherwise, there is no option, in many
cases, to that person returing to a life of vice.
andl again becoming a source of danger to the
community. Neither the Colonial Seerctarv nor
the Commissioner of Public Health has been able
to give any idee of the number of eases at present
untreated and which may be reached by the Biil
if it becomes law. T think we have a rizht to
expect that infermation from those responsible
for the measure and whe say the Bill is essential.
If they cannnt give that information, does it not
go to prove that the information is not olbtain.
able * I question very much whether the disease
is 80 rampant in this Stale ag we have been led
to believe., The member for Menzies {Mr.
Mullany) to-night quoted the number of aotifi
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cations made since the Act has been in operation
The member for Perth {Mr. Pilkington) seemed
to think those figures indicated that the Act was
not reaching s aufficient number of people. I
think otherwise. [ helieve they prove that the
present Act is operating very satisfactorily. As
this question is not thoroughly understood by
laymen, we have to rely to & large extent upon
men able to make a thorough study of it.  So we
find from several authors who have been quoted
to-night that regulation and notification have
proved [ailures. Italy, and Italy alone, has tried
the secret and free method of combating the
disease. From the evidence we heve it scems that
a great deal of success is being met with in Italy,
in fact, guite a different kind of snecess from that
met with in other countrics of Europe which
Flexner had the privilege of visiting. He writes
definitely about the free system and also ahout
the matter of denunciation, which the House
is very much concerned in at pregent.  As I helieve
no reference has been made here to-night to what
Flexner has to say on the ltalinn system T erove
indulgence while | read his summing up.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minister):
Take it as read.

Mr. ROCKE : The Minister cannot put me off
the track.

Hon. R. H. Cnderwood (Honorary Minister):
I do not think you were ever on it.

Mr. ROCKE : This is what Flexner says of
the Italian system :—

The ltalian scheme is wholly and uncon-
ditionally ~oluntary and hygenic; it lacks
altogether compulsory features, addressing it-
self unreservediy o health, without regard
to cither order or morals. A ministerial cir-
cular, interpreting its scope and purpose de-
clares :—"* Any construction of the law aining
to ascertain the presence of discase is unlawful
and in opposition to its purport. beoause the
police spirit leads to the conecalment of discase
and avoidance of cure. Cumpulsory action
is offensive to the liberty and dignity of human
perzonality.  The prophylaxis  of  venereal
disease is to be kept entirely distinet from the
protection of morals and the measures of the
pelice. The two services differ in object. the
one having a hvgienic end, the other aiming to
proteet . public order. (‘onfusion is dangerous
and constitutes an abuse”” As contrasted,
with this thoroughgoing acceptance of the
voluntary peint of view, the Danish policy
retains certain vestiges of police complicity. [t
includes, for example, the right of cempulsory
examination in case of women arrested for
offences indicative of professional prostitution ;
it continues to relate the police to venereal
disease, through the compulsory proviso above
cited and through the provisions encouraging
the disclosure of the supposed source of the
infection. As to the wisdom of the above
mentioned provisions, grave doubt exists. They
are unquestionnbly in conflict with the spimt
snimating the statute as o whole. Dr. Santoli-
quido, the author and administrator of the
unquelified Italian scheme, is strongly of the
opinion that the slightest taint of pelce com-
plicity or the slighteat suggestion of publicity
seriously impedes the utilisation of the facili-
ties offered. The Danish lawmakers were evi-
dently afraid to be thoroughgoing. On the
one hand they were entirely clear that regu-
lation failed, not only because it reached no
men and relatively few women, but because
the association of disease with crime tanded

to drivy disease into hiding. They sav that
to entice it out, to ensure more general, more
skilful, more thorough trestment the intcrest
and the intelligence of the patients had to be
appealed to; they must be taught to be cured
for their own aakes and that of others; and in
order that every obstacle theleto might be
removed. treatment affered in o scientific spirie
must be made free anit accessible.  They fearerd
however. to leave the matter at this peint:
they felt that some provision had to he marde
for backsliders : and to keep these under treat-
ment, even against their own inclination, the
intervention of the police was made pnssible.
Undoubtedly the individvals coneerncd may
thus gain. for they may be helped. But the
danger is that unfortunate indircet effects may
mive than outweigh the direet favourable
cffects.  The vestige of the police spirit may
hinder the very transformation in the attitude
of those afflicted that the legislation hoped
to bring about. Thus incidental compulsion
ma:- tend to tear down what the lnw as s whole
endeavours to .build up. As opposzed then -
to the lalian policy of leaving the matter
whnlly to individuals and -endeavouring to
edueste them to take advantage of abundent
farilities, the Danish plan leaves the matter to
individuals, if the individual is willing to act
intelligently : but it endeavours to coerce the
rest. There is, however, some doubt ns to
whether the seeond part of the Danish arrange-
ment does not tend to defeat the firat, Kven
under police regulation we observed that most
was athicved where force was most completely
dissembled ; and, wherever. as at Paris, police
regulation and  voluntary hospital facilities
arc both provided, the latter are far more effec-
tive than the former. Morcover, the remnant
of police compulsion is alwavs in danger of
relapsing  into  regulation, applicable mainly,
perhaps  altogether. to women--a policy to
which we have discovered insurmountable ob-
jections. From the standpoint of the theory
of the law, then—that abundent facilities for
treatment coupled with an unqualified appeal
te the intelligenee and  self-interest of the
patient is likely to reach, on the whole. the
largest number of the aflicted---grave ques-
tion may also l'e raised regarding ¢enunciation
of o source of a particular venereal infection.
On its face, the transaction appears reasonable
cnough ; a sufferer, after interrogation by his
physician or of his own notion, mav report his
belief that he was contaminated by this woman
or that. The information communicated by
the doctor to the pulice is held in strict con-
fidence, and the person invelved may be re-
quested to call at police headquarters ; where,
heing informed of the nature of the accusation.
it is suggestell that he (or she) consult &
physician-—a municipal physician or a physcian
of the individuals own chuosing ; should he (or
she) be teported as ill, treatment may Le etn-
pelled if the individual declines otherwise to
submit. On its face, [ sar. this looks like &
not unrcasonable method of attmcking infec-
tion at its source in the case of persons who lack
the eonscience or the intelligence to act of their
own aceord : for clearly the foei thus reached
might, if et alone. have continued. ignorantly
or malevolently, to breed further contamin-
ation. Denunciation aims to bring these con-
cealed sources to light : offers them treatment,
if they are intelligent enough to take advan.
tage of such opportunity : and adds the state’s
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right and power to compel a proper course of
action, if, for any reason whatsoever, they
are differently minded. As a matter of fact,
the thing is by no means so simple. In the fivsy
place, with the Lest intention, the paticnt may
bo mistaken as to the source of his or her in-
fection. Prostitution is promiscuous on both
sides. The women notoriously consort in
quick suecession with many men; men often
congort with different women, The periods of
incubation are more or less indefinite and vari-
able, so that & mere reckoning back to a par-
ticular act of intcreourse iz not conclusive.
In one set of cases, carcfully studied from this
standpoint, over half of those questioned were
unable to throw any light on the subject. The
very difficulty in yuestion opens the way to
error  snd abuse. Despite the confidential
fashion in which the subject is handled. the
humilistion involved in & mistaken or false
secusation is no trile. The same principle
holMs here as in respect to arrest for alleged
solicitations—a single error is worse than a
hundred omissions. 1t is a totally different
thing from a mistaken alegation that some
other infeetious disease exisis in a given houge
or person—diphtheria, for evample, or scarlet
fever. The manner in which venereal disease
is usually contracted, the implications attend-
ing its presence, set it off in a class by itself,
and open the door to abuses for which other
contagious diseases give no opportunity. A
procedure that might, therefore, be safely cm-
ployed in reference to searlet fever, if feasible
or necessaly, may be totally inapplicable to
syphilis. The experience of Copenhagen has
quite fully justiticd these doubts. Denunciation
i8 an invitation to blackmail ; it can bo and has
been employed by men simply to rid them-
selves of women of whom they have tired;
for, while in theory equally applicable to both
sexes, under existing conditions women have
most to fear from it.
If there was ro other evidence to prove that
the provisions of this Bill are entirely opposed
to all sense of fairness, I should accepr this
authority as sufficient to justify me in oppos-
ing cerlain clanses of it. Since passing the 1915
Act we have evidenve of the notification of
infected persons having come before the Medi-
eal Department in such numbers that, if we are
‘to 1ake into consideration the size of our popu-
lation, which is very weagre after all, arc
sofficient to ) rove that the Act is working satis-
factorily, and | would plead with members to
give it a further trial hefore interfering as it
i suggeste | now, an interference which T
consider that no section of the British com-
munity can or will tolerate.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R, T.
Robinson—Canning) [115}: Members of the
Government, from the FPremier downwards, have
declared when sjeaking to the House, that
‘this is a measure which hon. members may have
the fullest opportunity for diseussing. The
House has been informed that it is not a party
measure, and ihat everyone is free to express
his views and vote according to his desires. It
i1l becomes the learned member for West Perth
(Mr. Draper) to accuse the Government of try-
ing to force this Bill through the House, of
trying to burke discussion, and of lending them-
gelves to whipping un the party to carry the
Bill through. There has never been any sug-
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gestion of the kind from any member of the
party whick sits behind the present Govern-
ment. He would be a deapicable man who would
use a measure of this kind so vital to the
health and well being of the nation, for a
party purpose. 1t ill becomes any member of
the House to make aceusations of that ground-
less character against the Government.

Mr. Teesdale: Only one man did it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The opinion
of the man who will do that either on the law
or on the facts or on the merits of the case,
cannot be worth listening to, becanse he puta
himself cut of the court before he starts. On
the other hand, it has given me great jersonal
pleasure, altheugh it is a subject which one
does not like talking about, to listen to the
discussions of other hon. geatlemen on hoth
sides of the House, men who have studied the
question and eome forward dispassionately
and endeavoured to give information to
the House which will enable members
to arrive at a satisfactory conclusion.
On the subject of haste, is it not well
known to hon. members that this Bill
was introduced in the Legislative Council and
that it was not only very fullr dis-
cussed there, but was referred to a select
commitiee, the evidence placed before which has
been published in the Press and is also
i the hands of every hon. member?
Furthermore, is it not well lnown that this
Bili eventually passed through another place
without a division? Surely in view of the
lengthy digeussion in another place and the
lack of any divigion there——

The Colonial Treagurer: The newspapers
have discussed this question for the past six
weeka,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: And secing
that the newspapers have freely opened their
columns to any person who wishes to discusy
this, both in the morning and evening papers
and in the Sunday Press, it cannot he sail
that hon, members have not had an oppor-
tunity of knowing the contents of the Bill.
If hou. members wish to disenss it further it
is the wish of the Government that thev shall
have as mueh time as they want in order to
do ro.

Hon. T. Walker: Will you agree to an ad-
journment?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: But after
hon. members have fully discussed the matter
they must arrive at a eonclusion and not
burke the question. Upon that the Goveru-
ment are determined. Hon. members have
the faets placed before them, and they must
arrive at their own conclusions.

Mr. Griffiths: The Bill has been here since
the 30th March.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is so.
The member for Perth (AMr. Pilkington) ani
the member for Kanowna (Hon., T. Walker)
seem to agree on the point, that preveantion is
hetter than cure. No one disputes that for
a moment. No one will contend that mea-
sures of that deseription may not go hand
in hand with this Bill or any other Bill. The
Bill itself is simply a desire on the part of
the Government to ¢heck the disease amongst
those whe have it and to prevent its spread.
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The measures tuggested by the hon, geotle-
nen [ have referred to will probably prevent
the spread of the disease amongst others, but
they make no attempt to show what shall
be done to cure those many persons who have
the disease to-day. The Bill says that those
persons shall, at all events, be made to at-
tend before medical authorities and have the
best means that seienee of to-day knows in
order to facilitate their cure.

Mr, Smith: D¢ you think this Hill will
help to that end?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Bill

will certainly give a better chanee of doing
that than is afforded by leaving the matter
to the free will of persons affected, beeause
there are so many people in this warld who
are too far senk in ignorance and foolishness
to take the opportunity of obfaining medical
advice. The learned memher for West Perth
{Mr., Draper) gave thé illnstration of a hus-
Land who contrarts this discase, and the hon.
membher referred to  the Adifficulties  which
wonld arise in the houschold of such a hus-
band and in the community by reason of this,
Section 242¢ of the existing Aet provides
that when suel a husbanil takes counsel of
his own medical adviser, no one in the wide
world, other than that medical alviser treat-
ing him, need know of the case. 'The notice
which the medical practitioner has to send to
the Commissioner of Publie Health under the
Act will merely state the age and sex of the
patient and the nature of the disease, but
must omit the patient’s name and address.
Bo that there will enfer into the matter no
Government departinent, no file, no Commis-
stoner of Public Health, no clerk; in fact,
no person other than the medieal practitioner
will know of the husband being affected,
Some confngion appears to have arisen in the
minds of hon. members with regard to what
is required under this Bill. The main clause
of the Bill is No. 46, and it substituges for
portion of the existing Act these words—
Whenever the Cominissioner has reason
to believe that any person is suffering from
venereal disease.
In those circumstances the Commissioner is,
under this Bill, te have certain powers,
Just here T wonid draw the attention of hon.
members to the c¢lause of the Bill of 1913,
which clavse passed this Chamber without a
division.
Hon.
eussed.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That clause
proposed to give the Commissioner power, when
he suspeeted, or had reason to believe, that a
person was suffering from venereal disease, to
Ao certaiu things. The words are, ‘* Suspects or
hag reacons to helieve.’”” T venture to say that
nine-tenths of the discussion which has gone on
in the Press has been conducted under the im-
pression, and certainly on the argument, that
that word *‘suspects’’ ia retained in this Bill.
But that word f‘suspects’’ is gone. The words
used hr Clanse 46 are ‘‘has reason to believe.?’
Mr. Jones: What is the difference? T do not
know,
The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
hoi. member loes not know,

T. Watker: Tt was not adequately dis-

Exactly. The
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Mr. Jones: No; | do not.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: [ will te'l the

hon. member.
Mr, Jones: Thank yon.
Hon. W. (. Angwin: One does not ‘‘sns-

pect’’ until one has ‘‘reasom to helieve.”’

The ATTORXEY GENERAL: Many a man
may suspeet wrongly. Fle may have no evidence
at all, and vet sugpect. His suspicions may be
groundless, When challenged, a man who sus-
pects, as lawyers know, has, as a rule, no evi-
dence to support his smspicions.

Mr, Jones: We do not want to kuow
lawvers know,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The member
for Fremantle surely knows that in his own life
he has suspected certain things,

Mr. Jounes: T have had reason to suspect in
such eases,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: But the hon.
member had no reasons to gwe for his sugpie-
ions. Snrely there is not a man in whose ex-
perience that case has not arisen. T will not say
that snspicions ave always groundless, but that
manv times they are groundless. But who can
say that that critivism -1pphes to the words
used in this Bill. which renuire that the Com-
missioner fust have reason to believe? And
who is the Commissioner? Not an ordinary lay-
man hut an edneated., highly trained medical
man. a rar who holds the lighest medical posi-
tion in thiz Stafe, that of Principal Medical
Officer and Commissioner of Public Health. It
s prartlr"llh in a judicial ca]:acit.y that he has
to exercise his renson and judgment in these
matters. and he himself is to have reason to be-
licve, Sreh ffreason to  Dbelieve’' must be
fornded on tangible and real evidence, and T
will show that it is so. The learned mem-
ber for West Perth (8fr. Draper) drew
my attention to a subsequent pari of the
same clause, under which the advisery committee
constibute themselves, as it were. on advisory
hoard. to hear what the Commissioner has to
gay. And what does the Bill provide that the
Commissioner shall place hefore the committee ?
He has to submit to the advisory committee the
evidence on which he propeses te take action ;
evidence, real and tangible statenients— evidence
which satisfies him ns a tmined experienced medical
man thot & person has vencreal disease.

Hon. W. . Angwin: Look herc; will vou telf

us——

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : If hon. members
will let me finish my srgument, [ will then answer
questions. What is the opinion on this point of
another authority in our medical world, a gentle-
man who, although holding no official position,
prebably enjoys the highest consideration in the
land a3 a physician 7 [ refer to Dr. Trethowan,
What does he say on this subject ?

Mr. Kairn: But he is very hysterical ;
not help us much in this Bill.

Ho... W. C. Angwin: He ought to be ashamed
of himself.

Mr. Jones: He is a high class surgeon, but he
knows nothing about general practice.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: How does the
member for Fremantle know that Dr. Trethowan
knows nothing sbout general practico* [ say
without fear or hesitation that there are few
medical men in Weatern Australin who can stand
alongside Dr, Trethowan. Dr, Trethowan is a
man who has gone to the Front. He is a man who

what

he avill
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has given hig services to the hospitals for years.
He is & man at the head of his profession. He is
a man whom everyone respects. The member for
Fremantle is the first person I ever heard cast a
slur on an honourable man like Dr. Trethowan.

Mr. Jones : I have cast no slur on Dr, Trethowan,
I meroly commented on the weight of his evidence.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T wish to touch
on Dr. Trethowan's evidence because it deals
with thig very point, as to having reason to helieve.
I quote from question 526 onwards—-

I gather you are not in favour of the provision
in regard to signed statements and you think
these would act as a deterrent *—Everyone
will not give signed statements. I have had
experience of several persons who will not do
so. There is a natural repugnance in some men
against giving information about women.

They will tell you where they got the discase ?
~—Yes.

There is an objection more sentimental than
real to the Commissioncr acting on the word of
anyone *—It is more sentimental than real,

Do you think it would mect the case if the
possible informant would limit his information
to the person who had actually been infested 7—
Yes. . .

1f that were specified in the Bill >—The in-
formant should not be other than®the person
infected. T would not let the thivd party inform,
or act upon his information.

There have heen cases in which persons have
admitted that they are suffering to the Public
Health Commissioner, but will not aliow them-
selves to he treated *—He has no .power to
compulsorily examine them, but should -have the
power. .

Either on the word of a person who has heen
infected or on the admission of the person who
is infected »—That is on the word of & person
who has been infeeted.  1f B is infected she says
I got it from A.” That ought to he allowable,
It should not be allowable, however, for C to say
1 know that B waa infected from A.”

Interposing, I say that is what is called hearsay
-evidence, 1t might be founded on suspicion,
but we should never get a trained man to take any-
thing like that.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: If it is not done that way,
very few would be intorfered with, because very
few come in gontact with the Commissioner.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The cvidence
goes on as follows :—-

It has always been held up as a bogoy that a
person would inform the Commissioner that so
and so wag infected *—1 would not take that as
ovidence.

I venture to say neither would the Commissioner ;
neither would any qualified practitioner. Hon.
members must therefore read reason into these
words, and when they read that reason into the
words, half the terrors that members have been
talking about, the degradation, the humiliation,
vanish. The cvidence goes on—

[n order to satisfy the public it would he well
to include that in the Bill *—Yegs,

1 interpose here ; it is in the Bill. Tt cannot be
interpreted in any other way, The Commissioner
has the evidence that satislicd medical men that
the person has vencreal discase. Words cannot
be stronger or more guarded to the public.

At present it is not there ?—I sce no harm in
it. The Commissioner should not act upon the
evidente of an irresponsible third party, but he
should aet on cither one of the principal, namely,
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the man who has been infected, or & woman
who says she is suffering from the discase. If
a woman says she is suffering from the disease
it ought to be possible to have her compulsory
examined by a woman doctor, if she objects to
s male noctor, and if she is suffering she ought
te come under the Act.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I agrec with you there,
if she admits it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T do not proposes
after the very full discussion the measurc has had
in the House, and in view of the Committee stage,
when every clause will be trepted soparately, to
add any words other than those particular words.
I do desire that members should read carefully
those words, and not talk so airily about mere
suspicion and the damage that may be done to
this, that, or thc other person. If I thought
for a moment that a trained mind such as the person
oceupying the position of Commissioner would he
s0 foolish as to humiliate or degrade any woman
in the community, I would oppose the Bill. But
if the Commissivner cxercises his judgment and
reason, and his traimed mind, there is humanly
no possibility of a mistake, and womankind is
protectod and mankind i5 protected. One word
in conelusion. Some members have said that this
is a Bill aimed at the women. I repudiate that
cntirely,

Hon. W, C. Angwin : I say it ig, and I say it now.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The hon. member
con say it till tomorrow, The Bill is aimed at the
two, the man and the woman ; at the person who
has venercal disease. The object of the Rill is to
scotch venereal discase, to stamp it out of the com-
munity from man and from woman, And although
it is called a drastic measure, when we are up against
one of the greatest evils of the day, nothing but
o drastic measure is going to turn it down, Mem-
bers do not think, by airily talking, by conciliation,
by voluntary work, we are going to get rid of
venereal disease. 1 do not believe for a moment
it is so, and T was going to say if hon. members
have contrasted the evidence that has been given
on citfer gide of the guostion, and will come to o
sober judgment, if they kcep thomselves free from
all sentiment and the pressurc that comes to the
public man from every side and judge these things
on their merits, as men giving their deeision on
their conscienee and to the best of their ability,
then there cap be no other decision than that this
is & just and proper Bill, a proper attempt on the
part of the Government to stamp out this scourge
from the community.

Mr. JONES {Fremaatle) [ 11-29]: [ move—
** That the debato be adjourned.”

Motion put and a division taken with the fol-
lowing result :—

Ayes ... 13
Noes ... 25
Majority against ... 12
AYES.
t
Mr. Angwin Mr. Lutey
Mr, Chesson Mr. Rocke
Mr. Draper Mr. Smith
Mr. Green Mpr, Walker
Mr. Johnston Mr. Wllleock
Mr Jones Mr. Munsie

Mr. Lambert ! (Teller.)
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Noks
Mr. Angelo b Mr. Money
Mr. Broun \ Mr. Mullan}
.Mr, Brown Mr. Pickering
JAlr. Durack Mr, H. Robinson
Mr. Foley Mr. R. T. Robinsan
Mz, Gardiner Mr. Stiubbs
Mr. GGeorge Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Gilfilhs Mr. Thomson
Mr. Harrisen Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hickmott Mr, Veryard
Mr. Hudson - Mr. Willmott
Mr. Maley Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Mitchell {(Telier.)

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. JONES {(Fremantle) [11-33]: T am sorry
‘that the House hns not seen fit to agree to an ad-
Jjournment of this <debate. 1 realise that it I

sgmowhat of a tax upon the mental capacity of

the majority of us to consider and debate a subjeet

-of such great importance in the small hours of
the moming. Novertheless since it is the wish
of the House that the debate be continued, 1 do
not propose to unduly take up the time of hon.
members. The Attormecy Cencral during the
course of his remarks aceused me of endeavouring
to cast a slur upon an honourable member of the
medical trades union. It was one of those curious
twists which prebably only a legal mind is able
to give to any statement which is made by a
persons or persons. [ do not allude to all legal
minds, thenk geodness. There are some legal
minds in this House which would not be guilty
of endeavouring to misconstrue any remark which
a member moy happen to make in the course of
‘interjecting. I stated by way of interjection that
Dr. Trethowan was an eminent surgeon, but not
being a general practitioner he did not necessarily
have the amount of information which a general
practitioner who might be a lodge doctor charging
5a. or 7a. Gd., when dealing with the general publie,
would have. That is what I meant in referring
to Dr. Trethowan’s evidence. T did so more with
the object: of comparing it with the evidence which
might have been given by a gencral practitioner.
We have been informed by no less ag authority
than the Honorary Minister that we are dealing
with the most important subject which has ever
occupied the attention of this Assembly. Right
here I want te express my personal thanks to the
member for North-East Fremantle (Hon. \W. C.
Angwin) for having been the means of bringing
about an adjournment of the debate at the last
gitting of the House. That adjoumment enabled
members to consider the authorities which the
Honorary Minister quoted in his second reading
speech. The Honorary Minister quoted in one
particular instance from the = Nineteenth Century "
article of September last, when he endeavoured
to construe what had been written by Sir Bryan
Donkin to his own particular purpose.

Hon. R. H. Underwood {Honorary Minister):
1 did not construe it at all.

Mr. JONES: The Honorary Minister made
some similar remark during an extremely eloquent
and instructive specch which the mcmber for
Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker) favoured the House
with this cvening. So far ag the misconstruction
of that article went, it consisted of merely quoting
a part of it. That is to say he left unread a part
which supported the particular phase of the
question which has been under discussion to-night,
:and we find that that particular part of the article
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was directly opposed to the views of the Honorary
Minister.

Hor. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minister):
1 quoted it to show the prevalence of the disease
only and I told members it was a preventive
article. That will be found in my speech.

Mr. JUXES: 1 am the one sheep in the fold
who really took it that the Honorary Minister
was endeavouring to make us beliove that Bryan
Donkin was supporting his contention.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minister):
I said Donkin wanted prevention.

Mr. JONES: XNow we have the assurance of
the Honorary Minister that-he was not trying
to deceive hon. members. I admit I am casy
to deceive, and if the Honorary Minister can get
any consolation from knowing he deceived me, he
can have all the comfort he liked from that, but
when he interjected when the member for Kanowna
was speaking and asked him to get along with
the Bill or somcthing of that sort, [ would point
out that when the Honorary Minister was giving
information te the Housc as to the circumstances
which led to the Bill being introdueed it filled me
with an amount of sorrow, because if there ever
was & Bill intreduced in a House which showed
a blind ignoring of the forces of nature. of the
great dynamic forces which are sweeping on, and
of which this House and State are merely a fly
on the wheel, this Bill does that. Why, one of the
laws of nature, one of the great universal laws
which govern the animal kingdom is that the
hurt animal, the hurt human being, will naturally
fly towards the sources from which it can obtain
relicf;  just as the hungry bird or the thirsty
animal flies to its food or to the spring from which
it can drink, so the human being will gravitate
to the source from which it can gain relief from
itg pain.  And if there iy anything interfering with
the generous laws of nature, it is the duty of the
Governent to endeavour te find out where the
obstacles lie in the path of that natural law and to
attempt to remove them. How those obstacles
came to exist the member for Kanowna (Hon. T.
Walker) explained to-night. He teok us back
to the early days of prostitution, back to the
earlicst existence of vencreal disenses. The hon.
member gave us some information which we
needed in order to get at the obstacles which lie
between the sufferers from venereal disease and
the treatment they should receive. Truring the
whole course of the history of that disease it
always has been regarded by society as a dis-
graceful thing, as a thing which must not he
talked about ; and as pointed out to-night, it is
only in recent vears that onc has been able to
liscuss the subject in public and particularly before
a mixed audience. In view of that it comes some-
what as a surprise te find a Minister whose ideas
date back to somewhere about 1882, deploring
the fact that we have ladies in the gallery listening
to the debate.

The Minister for Works : [ said | would prefer
not to see them there. [ do not like to see young
girls there. Xo decent minded man would,

Mr. JONES: I do not know that the Minister
is the only judge of what comstitutes a decent
minded man. The man who holds the idea that
the only place for a woman is in the kitchen, her
only function the bearing of children, would pro-
bably have been considered decent minded in
1840 ; but to-day when the course of evolution is
bringing us so much nearer the time—

Hon. T. Walker called attention to the state of
the House : bells mung and a quorum formed.
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Mr. JONES: This reminds me of a time when
I addressed a gathering in a workhouse. That
was the only other compulsory audience I ever
had. However, I was not guilty of bringing
members in. I would not disturb members from
their supper or their smoka.

The Minister for Works : Am I not entitled to
draw attention to the fact that the hon, member
who called for the quorum has now left the
Chamber ? Indeed therc is not now a guorum
present.

Mr. SPEAKER : I am satisfied that there is
8 quorum within the precincts of the House.

Mr. Lutey: As there is no longer a quorum
present, is the hon. member in order in proceeding
with his speech ?

Mr. SPEAKER : 1 am satisfied that there is a
quorum within the precinets of the House. The
hon. member may proceed.

Mr. JONXES: The attitude of the Minister for
Works towards women is an attitude which I
thought had died out in the carly cighties. Yot
that same attitude is shown right through the
Bill. T do not wish to deal with any other phase
of the Bill except perhaps to point out that it
containg a rather peeuliar clause which I trust the
Minister will explain more fully in his reply. This
clause declares that any.house which has even
one lodger shall be declared a lodging house and
be registered under the Bill. It scems curious
that if T or the Minister should happen to have
our respective mothers-in-law come to stay ona
prolonged visit we would be required to register
our respective houscs as lodging houses becanse
of that not altogether peculiar circumstance.
I trust that country mombers in particular will
give attention to this question, which means that
if a friend from Perth happened to visit those
members. the visit would immediately convert the
farm house into a lodging house. This requires
a little more explanation hefore it can be accepted.
In regard to the food question and the queation
of the more stringent examination of matemity
nurses. 1 think the member for North.East
Fremantie (Hon. W. C. Angwin) on Thursday
evening dealt at sufficient length with these
subjects. However [ intend to have a few
words to say on them when the Bill is in Commibtee.
The Attorney General tells us the private medical
man, to whom o patient was applving for treat-
ment for vencreal disease, would in notifying
the Commissioner for Public Health to that effoct
omit his neme from the form or statement that
ke sent into the department. That may be one of
the peculiar explanations which only a legal mind
can think out and only a legal man can give, but
it has occurred to me that this explanation. in
view of the new phases of this legislation which
bave been brought before us, would not satisfy
& jury of his countrymen, or any court of com.
petent jurisdiction in the world, that the idea of
the Bill was seerecy. He did not say what there
was to prevent s man's neighbour, or any person
who happened for the tinte being to have a spite
against another, from putting him away to the
Commissioner.  8ince the Commissioner was not
in possession of the man's nmamoe—-he did not ro-
ceive it from the doctor and therefore, had no
means of ascertaining his name—what is there
to prevent that official from sending for him and
foreing him to submit himself to a second medical
examination ? If, as the Attorney Ceneral with
that legal formuls of which he is such a master
explained, the object of the Bill is to prevent
the names of respectable mactried men, who

[ASSEMBLY.]

happen to be suffering from the disease, from
being made public it would wppear. from the
failure of the doctor to send in the name when
making his report to the ('ommissioner. as if that
ohject was almost circurnvented, and that it will
he possible for that person who has a spite against
another to give svch information as would cause
him to be arrested.

The Minister for Works: T should call him a
disreputable married man, not a respectable
married man.

Mr. JONES: This is o point which has been
debated hy the Minister for Works in a regrettable
manner. ]

The Minister for Works: I want decency for
men and women.

Mr., JONES: Until the ridiculons and absurd
shame which is attached to this discase is removed
we shall have very little hope of emdicating it
from smongst the people.  There is a broad
impeding line hetween the suffering human being.
and those things which will relicve him from his
pain. This iz the main obstacle in the way of
any ottempt to deal with this important matter
of venercal discase. e gee it tight through the
pieve. True, as pointed out 80 comprehensively
by the member for Kanowna (Hon. 1. Walker),
the scourge of syphilis extended over the whole
of Europe during the latc fiftecnth and the early
sixteenth century. At that time it was consider-
ed the proper thing when » man was placed in one
of the hospitals that were erected by bumane-
Governments to flog him when he went in, and
flog him again when he went out as n punishment
for daring to contract thc disease, That seemts
to be the attitude that is being adopted by the
Minister for Works in regard to the discase to-
night. It is heeause of the obstacles which exist
between & man in psin and that which would
relicve him of his pain that so much difficulty
has arisen in administering the original Act. [
submit to the Minister that if due publicity was
given, in simple and eoncise language which would
be inteligible to wn ordinary layan. or an ordin-
sty laywoman, langusge which was not tied up
in" long technical terms, which make it practically
impossible for the average man in the street to
grasp, to mstructions as to the treatment of the
disease and the use of preventatives with regard
to this disease, and these instructions were
scattercd broadeast throughout the country and
posted up in public places, wore placed in the
gshops, in the workrooms. in the factories, in the
mines, and on the railway stations, and if it were
shown to mentbers of the community that this
disease was not the fearful crinie, and not the
horrible misdeed that the Minister would have
us believe it was—after all, it is a thing which is
liable to happen to any of us, and it is no use
having this false prudery. end no use wrapping
up the flth which underlies our very sotiety in
more filthy rags than the filth of the disease—
something tangible utight result. We must look
the matter squarcly in the face, and must ac-
knowledge that any member of the community
is liable to contmot this disease, unless some
degree of preesution is taken in order to eradicate
it.

The Minister for Works : That is an established
fact. We need not nrgue sbout that, We all
agree on that point.

Mr. JONES: Knowing thet, snd having this
acknowledgement of the Minister, I submit that
it is more humane and more rational for the Gov-
emment to boldly look the facts in the face and
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to say bravely and courageously—and 1 bhave
Teason to believe the Honorary Minister has the
necessary cournge—" We will educate the public ;
we will let them know ; we will place instructions
in simple language in public places which they
can read and from which they can learn how to
treat this diseasse”” It should be shown that the
disease is no longer to be looked upon a8 o dis-
grace which is punishable by tlogging, as it was
in the middle ages. As a matter of fact, how-
ever, in these daye it is punishable by even worse
than Hogging, for it is punishable by social tabeo.
It is time that it was pointed out that this disease
no Jonger constitutes s disgrace.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Hunorary Minister):
Such instructions as you indicate have been dis-
seminated already ; 20,000 copics of this pamphlet
have been sent out.

Mr. JONES: I am satisfiel that, in spite of
his courage and his sincerity, the hon. member
lacks a publicity agent. He should know from
his uwn electioncering experience that the aver-
age man and woman will not read pamphiets of
thar kimd, The; want the information in con-
cise forni, pusted up on the walls. It is to the
want of information conveyed in this manner
that the terrided attitude of the public towards
weasures of this sort is due.

AMr, Lutey: | draw aitention to the want of
a fquorini,

Mr. SPEAKER: I am satisfied there is a
guorutn within the precinets of the Honse, amd
T am not going to allow hon. members to in-
terin) t the debate by bringing members in. The
mentler for Fremantle may proceed.

Mr. Lutey: Aw 1 within my rights in draw-
ing attention to the want of a quorum?

Mr, SPEARER: The hon. member is within
his rights, but we had the quorum bells rung
two minntes ago. 1 am satisfied there i1s a
quorum within the preeinets of the MHoure, and
I do not consider an hon. member is in order in
jnterrupting the debate by calling for a
quorun,
proceed.

Mr, Green: It is a lisadvantage to a mem-
ber to be speaking to a very thin House.

Mp, JOXNES: XNo doubt my disadvantayge is
the swlvantage of hon. wembers, so Heaven for-
hid that | should object. 1 was endeawuring
‘to poimt ot the need for greater publicity on
‘this important subject. In iny opinion it would
not be amiss if publie speakers, and wmemhberg
of Parliament in particular, were to deliver lee-
‘tures on the subject of venereal disease, upon
the subject as it affects the publie, and wpon
the treatmeut of these diseases anl the means
ot eradicating them from society. The scheme
put forwarl to-pight by the member for Perth
(Mr. Pilkington) is a good and rational one,
namely, the adoption of preventives. It has
been asserted by the Honorary Minister, among
others, that these means of idealing with the
‘trouble already exist. That being so, the
Honorary Minister would remove all reason-
-able ohjection and opposition to the Bi!l if he
made the medieal examination a universal one,
if he had a blood test of the whole of the com-
munity without exeeption.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Homorary Minis-
ter}: The hlood test will not diselose all the
€ases.

The hon, member for Fremuntle may
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Mr, JONES: But 1 think the blood test
would get hold of those suffering hereditarily.

Hon. R, H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): Umy as regards syphilis,

Mr. JONES: As regards gounorrheea, it bas
heen pointed out by the member for Kanowna
(Hon. T. Walker) that the ordinary medical
test is not entirely satisfactory. I think the
eminent authorities quoted Ly the hon. member
on that point hear me out in thai contentivn.

Hon. R, H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): What the member for RKanowna pointed
out was that if the tests were not properly
made they were not satisfactory,

Mr, JONES: | am not quoting from any
authority, other than what | regard as per-
ha;s the greatest in the world, and that is the
authority of the member for Fremautle. I
llave Lad experience of the subjeet nf venereal
disease, in u garrison town, it is true, 1u which
women who were living in brothels were sul-
jected to a military medical examination. That
examination, | have reason to lelieve, was as
searching and as thovough as any examination
under this measure would be. 1I'or the sake
of the tender scruples of the Minister for
Works, | may state that the women to whom
I refer were Japanese. | have, however, known
of 1 case in which an examination, a thorough
exanination by the medieal officers of the gar-
risen, oceurred at eight o’cloek in the morning,
aml between that time and two o’clock no less
than five men were infected with gonorrhea
by one of those women who had reeeived a
elean bill, That being so, and speaking from
absnlute knowledge—though I woulil point out
that it is the knowledge of observation only—
1 ¢un bear ont the statement of the member
for Kanowna that an examination for gonor-
rhoea is not altogether satistartory. But |
subwmit that the blood test could be applied to
disrover at any rate cases of syphilis. [ have
now before me a constructive stheme forwarded
to me by a broad-minded lady resident in this
State, which scheme I should like to bring to
the attention of the Honorary Minister, in ease
he has not yet seen it. T am not aware that
the-¢ are other copies of this scheme in exist-
ence.

Hon., R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
tery: Why did you not send it along to me?

Mr. JONES: Because I only received it
yesterday morning; otherwise I would have done
so. Judging from the refusal of an adjourn-
ment of this debate, however, T was not in-
elined to think that the llonorary JMinister
wag anxions to receive sugpestions from this
gide. -T do not propose to read the whole of
the scheme, because I o not desire to take
up the time of the House, and particnlarly that
of hon. members on the cross benches.

Mr. SPEAKER: Does the scheme <eal with
the Bill?

Mr. JONES: The matter of the scheme deals
with the Bill. Tn order to show that, T may
say that the writer begins as follovs:—

Realising the pressing need of eradicating
this loathsome disease, but being unable to
eoneur in the methods suggested in  the

Health Bill, nader which no man, woman, or

girl—be they ever so pure—would be safe

from the possibility of arrest and compul-
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sy examination, and from the stigma which
the mere fact of being a *‘suspect’’ would
east upon them, in the first place T would
suggest that the prezent free treatment be
allowed to continue for from three to six
nontns. according to the time required to

s.tecegsfolly treat the minor venereal dis-
eases.
Mr, SPEAKER: That suggestion has been

mude by most of the members who have spoken
on the recond reading, T desire to inform the
hor. member,

Mr. JONES: There iz something more, some-
thing that has not heen suggested. The oppor-
tunity will be lost unless I venture te trespass
on vour generosity, Mr. Speaker, by reading
the whole of the statement.

The Minister for Works: Can you give uvs
the name of the lady, so that we may judge as
to what weight her suggestions should carry?

Mr, JONES: T do not think T would care
to mention the lady’s nawe at this stage with-
out having consulted her.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1f that be so, the hon.
member would be vise to bring this scheme
forward in Committee rather than now.

The Minister for Works: At any rate we
sbould know what the scheme is.

Mr. SPEAKER: As it is an alternative
scheme, T think the better time to bring it
forward would he in Committee, when that
clause is under consideration.

Mr., JONES: [ was horing, Mr. Speaker,
that ¥ou wonld allow mec to read it for the
edification of hon. memhers generally, and par-
ticu'arly of members on the cross bhenches.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is it very long? T
there are three sheets of it.

Mr, TONES: | intend to read only three
paragraphs.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member may pro-
ceed.

Mr. JOXES: The writer continues—

No time shonld be lost in imoredsing nnon
thie mothers and fathers of young ehildren
their responsibiltv in raporting to a medical
man (or the Health’ Department if they pre-
for it) any suspicious symptoms in their
Kttle ones who mav have been g ite inno-
cently contaminated.

The Minister for Works:
power to do that.

Mre, JONES: T have no doubt there is much
of this which will rot commend itsclf to the
course of practical legislation but T woull re-
mind the Minister that T am giving it for
what it is worth.

The modern method of treating this dis-
ease, which T anderstand somewhat te-
sembles vaceination—I refer to the ‘‘blood
test’ ‘—should he applied free to all mem-
bers of the community who cannot bring a
certificate frem their own doctor stating
that they are free from syphilis, A heavy
penalty shouldl hang over the head of any
medical man whe gave a false or misteading
certificnte.

Then there is mueh more iealing with farm
colomies. Tt says—

A farming colony for each rsex or some
industrial home, might meet the case—men
and women should have the same fate set

see

We have not the
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before them—but I do not include in the-
term f‘elandestine’’ the unfortunate first
offender, who has been led astray by somne-
ouscrupulons lover, and deserted in  her
trouble and has not sinned again. Such
shonld be tenderly mothered, and led back
to virtue, even though their trust in man-
kind is for cver shattered—when freed from
disease in its active form the ‘' Alexandra.
Home'’ could receive them, for it exists to-
help thase poor vietims of wmen's fiendish
viee,

The suggestions with regard to the blood tests
may possibly be of some service to the Hon-
orary Minister in his endeavour to thoroughly
deul with this scourge, and 1 submit that side
by side with the scheme for preventives which
would stop the spread of the disease, it should
he possible with the introduction of the bleod
test to practieally cradieate the disease. We-
come ouce again to the great point arowml
which most of the debate has hinged, not only
in this House, but thronghout the country,.
sinee the Bill was presented to Parliament.
‘Ihat is the question of the abolition of the-
signed statement. The Honorary Minister has
assured hou. members that even though the-
Bill should go through, there are fears about
the police having anything to do with this
administration, Suppose for the sake of argu-
ment someone had a particular spite on me—
and such is not altogether impossible—and
endeavoured to vent his spleen upon me-
throngh the medium of my wife by giving:
information to the department that my wife-
hapjened to be suffering from veneral ilis-
ense, the Commissioner wonld send along and
request her to snbmit herself for examination.
The lady whom™ | have introdueed into this-.
question for the sake of argument-—of course
! may not ke married—Dheing an advanced
woman, refuses, and with my full concurrence,.
to sulmit to the indignity of cxamination,
Nov ! want the Honorary Minister to tell me-
what is the next step that the department will'
take to have the law earriaidl into effect. Will
the departm:int semd a police officer along? [
want to know exaetly what that next step
will he,

Hon., &, H, Uwlerwood {(Honorary Minis-
ter}: If anybedy fails to obey the request of”
the Commissioner the police will be sent along.

Mr. JONES: Do hon. members realise what
will then be the next step? [ wonld knock the
head off the policeman who came along, and
that will te the inevitable result of placing
n mensure of this sort on the Statute-hook, a
megsure which will inflict an indignity vpon
the women of this country. The member for-
North-East Tremantle referred to the fact
that a Minister of the Crown might bhe con-
sulerably apset through. his  daughter being
aceused.  Of course, that was only mentioncid
a8 a supposititions case.

The Minister for Mines: Do not be peraonal,.
there are plenty of suppositious cases which
can ke cited witho+t heing personal.

Mr, JONES: I am not dealing now with:
anv Minister in Weatern Australia. T am

dealing with an imaginary kingdom called’
“Ruritania’’ in which under similar eondi-
tions # similar Bill has been introduced. A
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member of the ¢‘Ruritania’’ Diet, Reichstag,
or call it what you will, has made a statement
that the Jdaughter of the hon. the Prime Min-
ister of that kingdom or the Grand Vizier has
been accused of being infected with disease.

AMr. SPEAKER: [s the hon, member repeat-
ing the arguments used by the member for
XNorth-East Fremantle?

Mr. JONES: 1 esired to refer to a sup-
posititious case, but unfortunately I fouml
that [ was trespaszing on the gentle anid deli-
cate teelings of hon. members opposite, so [
am frying now to smooth over the error T
made and 1 am quoting what might have oe-
curred in the kingdom of *‘Ruritania.” In
this kingdom a mewmber may have made the
stutement soch as that to which [ have just
referretl, but hon. members opposite know that
it would not be the dauwghter of th2 Prime
winister of “* Ruritania,”’ nor the danghter of
tite Gorernor or any member of the judiciary,
or hiz manufacturers, or men holding respon-
sible pocitions there, who would be aecused,
but it vou!d bhe the wives and the daughters
and the sisters of the workers in that king-
dom.

The .ttorney General: Your supposititions
country mmust be an cuemy eountry.

Mr. JONES: There are workers in any
country or there would not be any Govern
ment or any nobility,

Mr, SPEAKER: | o not think this Bill
applies to that country.

Mr. JOXES: The Minister in charge of the
Bill has assared me that the police would be
ealled in if the person notificd had not re-
ported as suggested. [ was emdeavouring to
point out that the wnotification would not hit
upen the uppor strata of society, would not
even hit the relatives of those men who say
they can judge the suspect by the eves, but
would hit the wives and daughters and sisters
of the workers.

Mr. Johnston: Could you not send this Bill
to ‘*Ruritania’’?

Ar. JONES: T know where | wonld jike to
send it.

The Attorney General:
yourself to ‘‘Ruritania'"?

AMr. JONES: T am informed that the Bill
afTeets everybody. let us have u look at some
of the evidence on which the Bill was founded.
We have the report of the select committee.
I fear hon, membhers are not in a proper frame
of min! to give weighty consideration to this
matter. Yet it is the most important subject
ever introduced into the House.

My, SPEAKER: 1 think if the hon. member
hal kept away from ‘‘Ruritania'’ he would
have secured greater attention.

Mr. JONES: T was merely attempting to
spara the feelings of hon. members opposite.
The se'ect committee in its report.informs us
as follows ;—

Your committee wishes to impress upon
your honourable House its firm convietion
that hut few people realige the vital im-
portance to the individual, the State and
the Empire of this awful peril in our midst
—the more perhaps to be dreaded because,
gecording to the evidence of those best
qualified to judge, the prineipal centres of

Could not you ge
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infection are no longer now as in former

days, to be found more or less easily

amongst the ranks of prefessional prosti-
tutes, but amongst those unfortunate clan-
destine traftickers who, through lack of
parental control or love of pleasure or both,
pursue the paths of vice in our streets and
parks to the imminent danger of the un-
wary.

1t does not say who is best qualified to judue,

whether they are to tell by looking in the

eves of the suspect.

The Attorney General: 1t says ‘‘according
to the evidence.'’

Mr. JONES: 1t does not say whether it
ineans the evidence of those who ecan tell by
looking in suspect’s eyes or merely the evi-
dence of medical witnesses. Then we have
the evidence of Dr, Trethowan, for whom |
have the highest respect, and in regard to
whom, if T ever nceded a surgeon and could
afford lis fees [ wonld endeavour to avail
myself of Ws highly qualified services. Dr.
Trethownn said—

The professional prostitute has her re-
putation to conserve; a reputation for
cleanliness and freedom from disease. The
amateur progtitute, the street loiterer, the
shop girl from 15 to 18, have not that feel-
ing in mind at all. They are often ignor-
ant of the consequences of what they do,
but they contract disease and spread it in
a way we cannot get at unless compulsion
i3 provided.

If that points to anything—T am not going
to deal with the attitude taken up by some
members that Dr. Trethowau has wilfully en-
deavoured to traduce the honour of the shop
girls—if the whole of the evidence it is pos-
sible to collect upon this jmportant subjeet
points to anything, it points to the fact that
the coses of prostitution are not confined to
the profussionnl prostitute. When I refer to
prostitution T am taking a very wide view
of the matier, T am taking the view that it
relates to any woman who may trade herself
for monev or for pleasure. T am taking the
word ¢‘prostitute’’ as covering the whole
range of that unfortunate eclass of woten.
Side by side with the evidence of Dr. Treth-
owan, from which undoubtedly the conelud-
ing paragraph of the sclect committee’s re-
port was lra*va up, T have here the words of
Gascoyne 1lartley, one of the most prominent
feminists in Great Rritain, in dealing with the
question of*the lowness of remuneration paid
to women.

Mr, SPEAKER;: The hon. member is not in
order in discussing this under the Bill. The
Bill does not control prostitutes at all.

Mr. JONES: I am not dealing with prosti-
tutes in the narrow sense, as those dwelling
in brothels. T am using the term in its broad.
est interpretation. Dr. Trethowan spoke of
the amateur prostitute. Perhaps if T use the
term ‘‘clandestine trafficker’’ T might conveyr
exactly what T mean. T have here the defini-
tion of prostitute as taken from Murray's
dictionary. TFlexner, defining the term pros-
titute, says—

Different conceptions

are posshle from
different oints of view.

The Continental
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Police define prostitution from the stand-

point of registration or inscription.
From the police point of view a prostitute is
a registered or inseribed woman. Prostitu-
tion ix characterised by three conditions,
namely, larter, promiscuity, and emotional in-
difference. |

Mr” SPEAKER: The Bill does not pro-
vide for protecting prostitwtes more thun
anybody else. Tt provides that no medical
practitioner shall give a prostitute a clean
bill of health exeept after examination. Se
the Rill is quite different from the aunthorities
quoted by the hon. member.

Mr, JONES: 1In giving this definition I
gave it briefly as I did not desire to take up
nwore time than was necessary, but [ was ob-
liged to show that the term implied any
woman who has received even gifts or plea-
surg in return for the sale of her sex. That
was what [ was endeavouring to prove. Un-
fortunately, it must be recognised, and that
is really the vital point that the Honorary
Minister has failed to recognise in introdue-
ing this Bill, that because of promiscuous
intercourse, because of the sale of her sex, of
prostitution, the degradation of woman gen-
erally, as the result of these proceedings, is
the dircet and absolutely inevitable result
of our edonemic circumstances, That is the
real canse of low remuneration being offered
te women for work as compared with men.
Women possess a marketable valne attached
to their person which a man has not got.
Woman's sex is a saleable thing. Owing to
that fact we find that right throughout the
working clars of society, and wherever women
are engaged, it is signalised and emphasised
by the lowness of the wages that are paid to
them. When we find Dr. Trethowan tradue-
ing partienlarly the shop girls in DPerih, we
can have no doubt that he realised fuliy the
economic significance of the evidence he was
giving. He realised fully that if there was
any class which was forced to sell its sex it
wasg not the class to which the big manufac-
turer, or the Cabinet Minister of some far-
off kingdom belonged, but it was the daugh-
ters and the wives of the working elasses.
To go back to Flexner again, we find that of
the women prisoners incarcerated during
several vears in Millbank, 10,000 were the
daughters of working men, 5400 of shop-
keepers, only 128 of professional men, 80
of small officials, and 13 of gentlemen. The
statistics whirh Flexner so assideously col-
leeted with regard to women who had been
forced by economie circumstances on fo the
streets in the various towns prove conclu-
aively that it is for cconomiec reasons, and
those reasons alone, that women have Dheen
forced to take om promiscuous intercourse
offered for money, in order to live and to
have those comforts which should be the
natural part of their existence. Every young
girl has a right to be happy, and a right to
all the pleasures that the world and society
ecan offer her. Tf a corrupt system, a system
under which the flesh of girls is cheaper than
the rose, and boys’ souls are not worth the
saving, and the devil is king, if under a sys-
tem Jike that the taste for pleasure, for heau-
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tiful pictures, for musie, drama, literature, is
supplanted by the Hickergraph, and walking
in the park, one cannot bBlame the individual
but must blame the svstem, the environment
and bheredity which have given them that
taste.

AMr. Smith: What are you going to do about
it?

Mr. JONES: T am going to endeavour to
eduvate the publie, the working class portion
of the public, to realise that until they wake
up to their position, so long will their daugh-
ters be foreed upon the sireets, and so long
will venereal diseases be riampant thronghont
the length and breadth of the world., Right
back from the carliest ages and through the
history of all times. which the member for
Kanowna (Hou. T, Walker) has traversed to-
night, we find the same torces working. The
wonien whom the Honorary Minister says he
is anxigus to protect have simply been foreed
into the position that they now oceupy by the
economic conditions under whieli thev have
bheen born, and under which they have been
raised.  What sort of conditions have they
been living in?  What kind of habitation
have they had? What kind of chance have
they had in their lives to cultivate any of
those graces which are found in the daugh-
ters of, sayv, the Prime Minister of Ruritania?
The rteal underlying principle of this Rill
should be an ecconomic principle instead of
being a mere regulation of a disease under a
eorrupt system which has been created,

The Colonial Yreasurer: Do you think if
vou had the most perfect economic conditions
in the world that vice would not be there?

Mr. JONES: T am sure it would he there.

The Colonial Treasnrer: So long as human
nature exists, so long will it be there.

AMr. Muollany: Ts the disease not prevalent
amongst the wealthy classes to-day?

Mr. JONES: T have not the hon. member 'y
experience of the wealthy eclasses. Even in
Western Australia, how many houses are there
in which three or four families are living under
the same roof, in one or at the most two rooms?
What chances have the daughters of these
families of acting right or living straight and
decent lives, when we see the manner in which
they are living? They want pleasure, and they
have a right te the enjoyment of the good
things of the world. If they canmnot get these
pleasures out of their wages, and those friends
of the hon. member opposite, the employers,
see that they do not get the wages from which
they ean get these vleasures, they are forced,
if not actually on the streets——-

Mr. Smith: Are you opposed to the Bill?

Mr, JONES: I am opposed to the claunses
of the Bill which endeavour to set up this kind
of position. What chance have those girls got?
‘What chance would thev have when they are
sharing the same rooms, the same sanitary con-
veniences, and when all their ideas of morals
are shattered, if it were not for the faet that
many of them have that parental control which
certain portions of the Bill indicate that they
have not? What chance have they of going
stratght if the femptation to take pleasnre
eomes in their way? They will go wrong, even
if they do not actually take to the streets as
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a profession. No doubt to many of them the
life of the streets will come as a welcome relicf
to what life would he if they continued along
the drab road marked out for them. They re-
quire amusements, and they will take them wiih
young fellows whe, no doubt, are as many of
us were when we were young. A young man
takes a girl to the pictures and to the various
amusements and entertainments available
throughout the City. So one thing leads to
another. The first step results from the fact
that the hoy has to pay for al! the amusements,
the wages which the employer pavs to the girl
bteing insufficient to enable her to take her
tira at shoutine. Then the inevitable hap-
pens.

The Colonial Treasurer: Why should the in-
evitable thing happen with any good-principled
boy?

Mr, JONES: The hoy may have all the
gool gifts of heaven; he may be a stainedl
glass angel; bt if he is youne, as the hon.
vember inferjecting once was, he wi'l find the
cal' of sex a practically irresistible temptation.

The Colonial Treasurer: There are calls of
pleaty ol other thinzs that one does not give
way to.

Mr., TJOXNES: As the Treasurer knows. there
ig no call like the particular call to whieh T
have referred.

The Colorial Treasurer: What are you dis-
cussing in reference to the Bill?

Mr. JONES: The first step having been
taken, it is easy to imagine the steps which
nagiarally follow, until finally the contagion
with which this Bill deals comes to pass. Thus,
we get again to the guesfion of venereal dis-
ease. So much for the nssertion that it is the
elanrlestine traffic which is spreading the dis-
ense amongst us, We have to admit that the
disease is spreading, but, at the same time, if
we are honest we will admit that the eause of
the spread is an economic cause.

My, SPEAKER: [ am not going to allow
the hon. member to discuss the economie eauvses
of this Bill or of the necessity for this Bill. The
howi. mrmbar inust deal with the Bill as it is. T
have allowed the hon. member very, very mueh
latit-d..

Mr. JONES: T thank you for that, Mr.
Bpeaker. T have nearly finished. Tn conclusion,
perbars, 1 wigh ngain to emphasise the fact
that if information is to he given it should be
given in a signed statement. Tf, on account of
the obstacles which have been placed in the way
of treatment, the patient has not taken the
straightest road to the doctor who ean give ro-
lief: if. on aeceount of the ignerance in which
the public have been allowed to remain in these
matters, sufferers have not obtained the treat-
ment: anid if, therefore, it is necessary that in-
formation should be given to the Commissioner
of Public Heaith, then such information could
just ag well be conveved by a signed statement
as by an unsigned statement. If a man is so
little alive to the duties of citizenship, if he so
little realises what he owes to the Empire and
society, as to be afraid to sign his name, then
his word is not good enough to be taken in an
unsigned statement. The man who is afraid to
sign his name to any statement which he makes
censes to be a man and becomes a thing, a cur,
a creature whose word should not he aecepted
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and for whom, consequently, it is not necessary
to legislate in a Rill of this kind.

Alr. GRIFIITHS (York) [12.44]: The mem-
ber for Leonoia (Mr. Foley} has all the auth-
oritics, and consequently T shall be preciniled
from quoting them. One word on this matter,
however, may he as good as forty, and [ do not
intend to detain hon. members for more than a
minute or two. This evening we have had the
whole history of venmereal (isease from before
Adam up to dale, and therefore T do not think
any rood pirpoese would be served by retailing
the history afresh. One point which was made,
however, was that the debate shonld be ad.
jonrned in order that hon. members might have
time to consider the Bill more fully. Buot we
have had this Bill on the Table since the 13th
Mareh, If hon. members have not made them-
selves acquainted with it in the meantime, that
ig their own fault.

Mr. Munsic: But we did not have on the
13th AMarch the Honorary Minister’s speech
giving the reasons for the introdvwetion of the
measure,

Mr, GRIFFITHS: But we have had the re-
port of the sclect committee, TF that does not
give enough information T o not think one can
learn much from what has been said here to-
night. The academic or historical aspect of the
question has really but little hearing on the
maiter. The whole of the discussion to-night
has really eontred on whether there shall be
signed statements or unsigned statements. On
that point T am right up against handing to
the Commissioner of Publie Tealth the drastic
power asked for. Al the other Australian
States. T find, are retaining the signed state-
ment.  Even Queenstaml, which has been the
most go-ahead of all the Btates as regarnls the
treatment of venereal disense, is reverting to
what may be termed more conservative methods.
Mr. MeLeod, in a debate in the Vicetorian Par-
liament, stated the following—

Cases were brought under my notice where
waitresses in some of the prineipal hotels
were acensed of giving disease to men, We
have found here the same dificulty as existed
in the garrison towns of the Old Country and
interfered with administration of the law.
Through malice men reported women in these
towns, and we have the same thing here—in-
nocent respectable girls have been accused
by men.

Hon. R. H. Undérwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): That pceurred under an old Act; not
under the present Victorian Act.

Mr. GRIFFTTHS: We are told that our ex-
isting Aet has had a fair trial. Let me ask how
many women were treated at the night clinie
before Octoher of 1917, and how many times
wng the clinie open to them during the week,
and at what hours? Let me ask, has the public
been wiilely informed that night clinies are
available? Not until October last was treat-
ment made free to all patients.

Hon. R. M. TUnderwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): Youn are wrong.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: [ should like the Hon-
orary Minister to prove me wrong. It has been
stated that women have not availed themselves
of the facilities. But have the facilities heen
known to them? Have the Medieal Department
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advertised the fact that free treatment was ob-
tainahle?

Hon, W, ¢ Angwin: Tt was made known
through the Press in 1912,

Hen. R, H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): Yes, in 1912, -
Mr. GRIFFITHS: It is the duty of the

Heaith Perariment to make that fact known.

Mr. Folev: Did you try to make it known?
If so, rou have not succeeded very well.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Was it my duty? It
was the duty of the Ilealth Department to do
it. A letter which T have had placed in front
of me fram Mr. George Black, Seeretary of the
Health Devartment of New South Wales, ex-
presses surprise that the Western Australian
Government are asking for more drastie power
than they have in the present Aet, Mr, Black
gtates that when in Perth some time ago he con-
sulted Dr. Atkinson who gave him figures prov-
ing that the Act was an absolute failure up to
date. T have heard the Minister gay to-might
that the treatment in New South Wales has
been a suecess. [ say in New Sonth Wales the
system of free dispensaries with compulsory
notifieation has had wmore than a satisfactory
result. On the question of signed or uusigned
statements, the cffest of free treatment has
been a success in New Sonth Wales and might
well be Ffollowed in this State.

Hon. R. 1L TUnderwood (Honorary Minis-
tery: We are doing it.

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) [12.53]: First of
all let me say T am pleased at the way in
which the Bill has heen introduced, if it is
only for the discussion that has been brought
about through the Press” and by the publie
generally, hecause it will have a tendency to do
a considerable amonnt of good. It is my in-
tention to vote for the second reading. There
are many clauses in the Bill with which T agree
but there are other ¢launses with which I can-
not agree.

Hon. R, H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): There are some clauses in the Bill with
which I do not agree.

Mr. MUXNSIE: Before d(ealing with the
principles of the Bill let me say I am sorry
that some leading people of this State have
taken upon themselves to publicly condemn
certain sections of the community. 1T quite
agree with the member for Menzies (Mr. Mul-
lany) when he stated that this disesse is preva-
lent, and T helieve it is, Wit it is no more preva-
lent in any one class of the community than in
another. T am sorry that anyone should make
reference to any one class of the community.
Here again T wish to say I believe people are
trying to make the publie believe that this dis-
ease is more prevalent than it is,

Hen. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): We are not.

Mr. MUNSIE: | am not saying the hon.
member is, but there are many who would like
the public to helieve the disease is more preva-
lent than it really is. As to the clauses of the
Bill that have caused nearly the whole of the
argument, if I thonwght by stopping in this
Chamber and debating the Bill it would pre-
vent these clavses going through with a com-
mititee attached to it, I wonid stop here and
do that. T will not have the snggestion of the
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appointment of a committee to discuss whether
people shall he examined or not.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honeorary Minis-
ter}: You aceept my original elause.

Mr. MUNSIE: This committee is to con-
sist of various people. There are to be two
wonlen on the conumittee, and without saying
a word derogatory to women there is an oll
saying and a fairly true one that the three
quickest ways of distributing news is hy the
telegra' h, by the telephone, and then tell a
woman, I believe that is pretty “npeeurate.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary linis-
ter): There are some things yon cannot teil a
womail.

Mr, MUNSIE: As far as the Bill submitted
to the Committee is converned, there is a pro-
vigion for a committee, and I will not have that
committee under any consideration. 1 do not
altogether agree to giving the principal medi-
eal officer—no matter whoin he may he—the
power that he asks for, but I would much pre-
fer giving the Commissioner of Public Health
the power without a committee, than have a
committee as is proposed by the Bill. Even if
the signed statement is to be done away with
I would prefer to get some other amendment
which wonld e a little more reasonable than
wiping the signed statement out. 1Lf the Bill
goes through even without the comnnittee, and
the Connnissioner has the power asked for, he
can take the word of any individual who comes
along.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): He need not take it, though.

Mr., MUXSIE: T am aware of that, but the
power is given and he has the right to take
the word of anyone who comes along whom he
judges is of sufficient importance to warrant
him taking action. Unfortunately there are
persons of both sex in the community who
would, ont of pure vindictiveness, spite or cus-
sedness, give mformation kwowing it to be
wrong.

Hon, R. H. Underwood- (Honorary Minis-
tery: Suppose yan put it up to a magistrate
and want a warrant for arrest.

Mr. MUXNSIE: What?

Hon, R. H. Underweod (Hounoerary Minis-
ter): A malicious statement, .

Hon. W. €, Angwin: You would have to
stgn an information.

Mr. MUNSTE: Tt is  all very well
for the Dinister to eay you can do
certain things with a magistrate. T am not

advocating that all the laws on the statute-
hook are right. Probably some regnire amend-
ment but I will not agree to make another
law which is worse than any on the statute-
book to-day. Even if I cannot sueceed in
getting the signed statement adhered to. T am
going to wipe out the committee if T can. T
prefer that the principal medical officer should
have the power. Tf T cannot get that, then T
would sooner do away with it, and if it is
necessary to alter the Aet T would say the
Commissioner should only be empowered to
art on a statement provided it i% not to be a
signed one, if the statement is given by a
person who is infected.

Mr. Foley: What about a guardian or a
parent? :
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Mr. MUNSIE: 1f a parent or guardian
goes to the Commissioner and makes a state.
ment and is not prepared to sign that state-
ment, that person is not worthy to he called a
parent or a guardian. I bave had other cases
put to me. Probably a person may know of
someone, and has absclute proof that some-
one is infected and is working in an occupa-
tion where the mere fact of his being em.
ployed is detrimental to the bealth of a con-
siderable pumber of persons in the community,
but the evidence has to be that of ‘an infected
person, how are we going to get at that per-
son? Would it not be the duty of anyone,
although not having been infected, to give in-
formation to the Commissioner? I contend
that would e my attitude and if T knew of
such a person I wounld give evidence and sign
a statement too.

Hon. R. H. TUnderwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): You would be liable to get six months
if you were wroug.

Mr, MUNSIE: T would not go if there were
a possibility of my being wrong.

Hon. R. H. TUnderwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): How would you get the information?

Mr. MUNSIE: It is quite possible to get
the information. In wmy opinion, however,
the Bill does not go far enmough in that direc-
tion. When it ean be proved that any indi-
videal is working in any capacity for the
benefit of the people of this or any other State,
the Health Department should have power to
prohibit infected people working in any par-
ticular employment. The Bill should make
provision for that on absolute proof being
provided that a person is infected,

Hon, R. H. TUnderwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): How will you get the proof?

Mr. MUXNSTE: Suoppose the Bill goes
through as it has been submitted to this
House, how will it be possible then to get any
further proof?

Hon. R. H. TUnderwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): By examination.

Mr. MUXSIE: How will it be possible to
get information that the examination is de-
sirable! It will be got as the Health Depart-
ment is getting it now, by other people
affected being reported. The Commissioner
of Health in his evidenee hefore the select
committee stated that there were any number
of people actually infected who would not
sign a statement and he eonld not take action
becaunse they refused to sign statements. Sup-
pose the Bill goes through, and those people
who are infected go to the Commissioner and
tell him where in their opinion they eontracted
the disease, and if the Commissioner aets on
that information without a signed statement
being obtained, T am positive it will be found
that at least 90 per cent. of such reports were
made out of pure vindietiveness. T believe
that a man or a woman infected with this
diseare will go to the Health anthorities and
admit that they are infected, but they are not
always prepared to tell the Commissioner
where they contracted the disease and they
are not prepared to sign their names to any
statement. T would give no one the power to
accept the word of any person who may eare
4o eome along and cay that so and so, in his

ies9

opinion, is suffering from venercal disease if
the Commissziouer will then have the power to
write and take action.

The Attorney General: He could not do it.

Mr. MUNSIE: I hope that when the Bill
is in Committee the Attorney Ceneral will
point out te hon. members the clause which
probibits the Commissioner from taking ae:
tion on the word of anyoue who likes to come
along. With regard to the present Aect, I
with many others, bhelieve that it has not had
a fair trial. It was only passed in 1915.
¢an point out where mistakes have been made
in connection with the administration of the
existing Act. Take, for instance, the provi-
sion which is made even at the Puahlie Hos-
pital for the treatment of vencreal patients,
T am told on reliabie authority that the condi-
tions prevailing tiere are that any person who
may go along for treatment is sent to a room
apart from that where the ordinary patients
who go to the hospital collect, and the indi-
viduals suffering from venereal disease ure
called out of that room when their turn for
treatment arrives. That in my opinion is not
the 'way in whieh secrecy can he ohserved.

Hen. J. Mitchell: You cannot have a room
for each person.

Mr. MUXNSIE: I wnderstand that there has
to be separate treatment at the hospital but
what is taking place now will prevent many
people, particularly young people, from going
to the hosgpital for treatment. If when they
ge to a room which is set aside for venereal
cases, they find there are 10 or 12 others
there, there is not muech secrecy about the
treatment. T would suggest that the venereal
patients should be allowed to enter the wait
ing room where the ordinary hospital patient:
meet to await treatment.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (}onorary Minis
ter): That is a detail whiech has nothing to
do with the Bill,

AMr, MUXNSIE: But it is a detail which has
a great bearing on this question.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis
ter}: Everything under the exsiting Act ic
supposed to be beneficial, but it is not.

Mr. MUXNSIE: _ Actual tresutment at the
hospital is not secret. The Bill amends cer-
tain sections of the Act in a direction whick
i3 not necessary. There has heen a good deal

‘'of argmment aml mueh has been said with re-

gan! to the publicity given in one instance, ai
all events, to the ¢ases which have come before
the Children's Court. The present Act pro
vides that these proceedings have to he ahso-
lutely secret, no publicity is to be given. The
Bill iz amending that state of affairs, and
gives the Commissioner power umler his sig
nature to say what evidence the TPress may
publish. T object strongly to that provision.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: The Children’s Courl
ought not to be in the Bill at all.

Mr. MUNSIE: Tn anything pertaining tc
the Bill the question of what i3 te be pulr
lished is left entirely at the fliscretion of the
Commissioner. TIn Commitiee T will endeav
our to amend that in such a way as to place
it at the discretion of the court itseif. Tt &
an unfair provision. Take the ease that hap
pened in Ralpoorlie under the existing Act
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Iu that instance the Commissioner, in my
opinion, acted unwisely., All evidence in con-
nection with the prosccution of the Kalgoorlie
chemists was withheld from publication, al-
thouglh, as a matter of faet, most of it got
out subsequently, Under the Bill one would
have to get the permission of the Commis-
sioner to publish anything at all. Qf course
if he had made a mistake he would be the last
to consent to the publication. There can be
no hetter authority as to the wisdom of pub-
lication than the court which hears the ecase.
The court alone shoull have the power to per-
mit of publieation. Other minor matters dealt
with in the Bill, T contend, are of sufficient
importance to warrant me voting for the see-
oad reading, while, on the other hand, there
are certain provisions which T will try to have
ameided when in Committee. T will vote for
the seccond reading, but on no aceount will T
support the provision doing away with the
signed statement.

Mr. GREEXN (RKalgoorlie) [1.14 am.): T
cannot let the opportunity puss of showing
how I stand in regard to the measwure. I am
entirely in favour of the second reading. I
regret there has been a general chorus of dis-
approval of the Bill from this side of the
Chamber. 1 think that if this party stands
for anything at all, it s that the general
health of the community should be given into
the charge of the State, As a matter of fact,
that is the whole tendency of modern pro-
gressive legislation, T do not wish to pose as
a scaremonger, but from my personal know-
ledge, from the knowledge we gain as men of
the world, the existing Act has  entirely
failed. For the year 1917 the total number
of new eases was 1,536,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: There is not much fail-
ure about that.

Mr. GREEN: Tt is a failure, hecause I am
cenvinced that there arve scores of voung
girls—— )

Mr, Jones: How do you know?

Mr. GREEN: As men of the world we all
know it

Mr. Jonex: You ean tell them by their eves,
I suppose, »

Mr. GREEXN: Tt is all very well fo put it
that way. The hon. member has been quot-
ing Flexner. T sec that Flexner’s work has
an introduction written by John D, Rock-
feller. Why we, the hon. member and T, he-
ing both speialists, put in half our time caras-
ing that fellow from the platform. T do not
wish to pose as a scaremonger, but we have
to consider that only a sixth of those new
cases were females. Comparatively few fe.
males c¢an disseminate a lot of poison through-
ont the community. As for the wonen whe
are poing to be harassed—well, as the father
of a daughter aged 15, T say this very mea-
sitre i5 going to preveat my daughter, and the
daughters of others, getting as a husband a
man infected with disease. That is why T
am anxions to try to stamp it out by every
possible method. Tndeed, T think that in this
very disease the whole question of our race
is involved. We have seen how it has made
headway by leaps and bounds sinee the war
broke ont, and after the war, if we are going
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to trade at all, we are going to trade with the
Orient. | am aware of a vessel which came
here from the Far East. She made only two.
trips. On the first trip she had 23 men in-
fected out of 28, and on the second trip she
had 24 men infected out of 28, Without the-
Bill we shall continne to allow those seamen
to ecome here and spread the disease, but
under the Bill we shall be able to say to those
fellows, ““You ecanmot go abread wnntil you
have been treated. It

is a crime for you
to know any woman until you are cuored.'”
What has bhappened in  other eountries
¢an  happen to the white race. When

Captain Cook, with his British sailers, visited
the Hawaiian [rlands there were in those is-
lands a populaton of some 500,000 persons.
To-dny the population is 50,000, Why? Be.
cause of the syphilis introduced by Captain
Cook's snilors. This red plague is the one
great curse more  dreadful even than the
white pingue. We have been told that the
Bill is going to affect the decent woman. I
have a preat deal of respeet for the educated
medical man, and T say that a man like Dr.
Atkinson will not exereise his powers harshiy..

.I am not afraid@ of his exercising any harsh

methods on information given to him. His
position depends upon his acting with adis-
erction.

Hon, R. H. Underwood (Hemorary Minis-
ter): 8o, too, in the case of any other man
who can attain to that position,

Mr, GREEN: Absolutely. Tt is tommy rot
to suy that we would be prepared to grant
these powers providing we were always to
have Dr. Atkinson there, but that an indis-
ereet man might eome along. Any man who
can attain to that position must be a man of
discretion.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: Not long ago in Perth
we had a medical man examining prostitutes
without autherity.

Mr, GREEN: Tf there were a danger of a
notice heing sent to a clean woman, is it not
reasonable to assume that the unfortunate in-
cident would be cleared up without publicity?
Yo respect of legislation of this kind, the
great difficulty is the anticipation of the Aet.
T aw satisfied that when the Bill is put inte
operation it will work amoothly and there will
be no hardship entailed on any person, T
would be prepared to bet £10 that as the re-
sult of the first 12 months’ operations of this
measure, there wonld not be one case in
which any woman was injured. Tn respeet of
fwo or three men, of course, T would not
mind. No man ought to mind being brought
np before Dr. Atkinson. Tf T were wrongly
brought up before him T could quickly satisfy
him that there was nothing the matter with
me. Tt would not be a hardship so far as
the average man was eoncerned. Capital has
heen made out of the fact that one or two
cases only have been quoted in the evidence
before the select committec. T know of three
cases myself of this kind, and T daresay
other hon, members have eases in mind as
well, where there are infected women wander-
ing at large disseminating this dreaded dis-
pace amongst scores of men. It has been
shown that there are six times as many in-



fected men who bhave been brought uwp as
there are infected women. And so it appears
that the hardship falling npon deeent women
is redured to & minimum. Tn fact, it will not
exist, in my opinion. A few monihs ago, to
quote ap instanee which ¢ame under my per-
sonal observation, we wanted a girl to assist
in the house work at home. We went {o the
lady who was appoeinted by the Government
to control the Labour Bureau, and who is a
personal friend of ours. We asked her to re-
commend a girl of about 16 years of age, and
one wasg re¢ommended to us. My wife said
to her, ‘“Yon can have so mauvy nights =
week out and Sunday afterncons off.’” That
girl went out every night, We had no eon-
trol over her. T used to notice that a fresh
soldier would bring her home every night.
We also noticed that she had peculiar ways
of disappearing at times. Inside of a week
I found that she had gonorrhoea of the worst
kind. She was meeting a different soldier
every night.

Mr. Teesdale: And not reporting,

Mr. GREEN: T have seen her in the streets
recentir running ahout leoking for soldiers,
There is also another ease T have in mind. A
lady in my constitueney came up to me and
wanted me to do some Parliamentary work
ag she was in trouble over something. Every
member of Parliament has, T presume,
had certain suggestions made to
him., We are usnally very careful because
we often think it involves blackmail. Needless
to say T did not commit myself in any way. 1
allowed it to make no difference so far as my
acknowledgment of the woman in the street was
concerned. Subsequently, T saw her with a sol-
dier one night, and T have also seen her with
other soldiers. She is wandering about the town
now. One of the soldiers came up to me and
said, ‘*You saw me with that woman the other
night; do you know her?’’ T replied that I
knew her, and he told me that he had a disorder
and she had given this to half a dozen of his
mates. There are scores of those cases. In the
hotels, particularly on the outskirts of the ¢ity,
there are women swhom the police would catch
if they plied their trade along the streets, Those
women lnow a trick worth two of that. They go
into the back bar of these hotels and wait there
nntil the soldiers come in. I know of a case of
this sort close to the Y.M.C.A, where four
women have been seen waiting for soldiers. One
of the soldiers who had contaet with one of
these women contracted gonorrhea from her.
The time is ripe for us to deal with this rotten
and filthy diseasé. We have to think of our
danghters whe have to marry and bear the
future children of the country. And we have to
gee that the hushands they get are free from
taint or suspicion of ever having had this loath-
some disease. So far as the signed statement is
concerned, let hon. members put themselves in
Gallaghan’s place. Suppose that any of us, as
soung fellows, had bad something to do with a
girl and we found we had contracted the dis-
ease. Would we give her away by means of a
gigned statement? Ts it reasonable to suppose
that we would do sof There is no doubt that
we wonld not do so. In the words of the sol-
diers, we wonld be mongrels if we did so. It is
true they will report a case by word of mouth.
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: What is the difference?

Mr. GREEX: There is a vast Jifference.

Hun, W, €, Angwin: Yon would not sign
your name to something that you would wil-
lingly speak about?

Mr. GREEN: As a matter of faet I would
think more of a man who did report a case hy
word of mouth than by means of a signed state-
menti. If they prive a sigmed statement, they are
rrobably afraid that they are going to send a
woman to gaol, or something of the kind. If
they only mention the matter in a casnal way
that is a reasonahle proposition, and the girl
will be attended to; hut they would not put
their names to a paper so far as any statement
is eoncerned.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minig-
ter}: They might be punished: they might
possibly be wrong. There might be a hundred
to one chanee thiat they were wrong.

Mr. GREEN: There is certainly that possi-
nmlity. T am satisfied that in nine cases out of
ten the Commissioner, by making inquiries
without ever seeing the woman concerned, can
find out whether the allegations which have
heen made are justified or not. T am in favour
of the Bill. Tt is the best Bill we have had be-
fare us this session. When we bring it inte op-
eration and it has had a trial of some four
months, and if it hrings to light errors, cannot
we meet again and knock it out? T hope we
shall keep ahead of the rest of the world in
legislation of this kind, as we have done in the
past. T have much pleasure in supporting the
second reading of the Bill

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam) [1-27am.]: T
want to make myscll clenr before I exercise my
vote. If the only clauses in the Bill had been those
which have been discussed, I would vote sgainst
the sccond reading, and in Committee I shall vote
against those ciauscs. But there are some clauses
in the Bill which I would like to see passed, n,nd. for
that reason I will vote for the second reading.
1 certainly intend to vote against the clauses re.
fating to veneresl disease. I do not think the
House should pass these clauges containing the
powers that they do. T have not that firm respect
for the judgment of any medical officer that some
bhon. members seem to have. They appear to
think that, on the evidence of any informer, the
Principal Medical Officer will be able to determine
whether that information is worthy of eredence or
not, and whether he can act vpon it in safety or
not. Hon. members should look carefully at the
powers they are conferring upon the Commissioner,
and when they place legislation on the statute-book
they should place it there so that it can be given
effect to. Tf the House does confer this power
upon the Commissioner he must exercise it. The
member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Green) said that if we
did not like it we could change the law. I do not
agree with that principle. When passing a law
of this nature we must give the matter the most
gerious and eamest consideration.

Mr. Teesdale : Let everything slide ; do nothing.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Bunkum! Talk sense!

Hon. J. MITCHELL.: That i not a fair remark ;
because I do not agree with him, he says T would
do nothing. Perhaps # would propose to do far
more than he would do.  But will the hon. member
endeavour to convince me that this is the way to
stamp out venereal disease ? I am not convinced,
but I wish to asgure the hon. member that I am
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just as willing as he is to take any necessary steps
to stamp out discase.

Mr. Teeadale: You will not accept the sugges-
tions of experts.

Hon. .J. MITCHELL : That is not the point at
all. I would not grant the cxperts the powers
that are asked for, Nothing that has been sug-
gested in the discussion, would, [ consider, justify
me in veting for these vencrcal clauses, 1 think
the legisiation would be an experiment, and o
disastrous experiment. 1 do not see why even
two or three innocent persons should be made
to suffer when we can, by proper legislation, make
the guilty suffer, Surely there is some other way
of meeting the dift culty than the way offered by
these vencreal clauses. In 99 cases out of 100,
if a person gets these diseases it is his own fault.
The existing Act provides that vencreal cases must
be reported. Why is not the Act enforcee ¥
Moreover, the existing Act gives to any person
who gets the discase from another the right to
report that other person.  Certainly, the informant
has to take the responsibility of signing the state-
ment ; but why should not he take the risk of
signing ? If he is right, he in fact takes no risk.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minister) :
Why should he take a risk at all ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL : T eonsider that the in-
formant ought to take the risk.

- Hon. IR, H. Underwood (Honorary Minister):
Of course. let us have the discase here for all
time. .

Hon. J. MITCHELL: XNo doubt the Honorary
Minister has given the yuostion o great deal of
consideration, but 1 think his views on it are some-
what warped. T do not believe that these clauses
afford the only means of stamping out the disease.
The member for Perth (Mr. Pilkington) and other
speal.crs have told us that there are other methods.
At any rate, | wish to make my position clear.
I shall vote for the second reading, and unless 1
hear some strong arguments from the member for
Rocbourne (Mr. Tecsdale} or other members—
arguments much stronger than I have yet heard—
1 shall vote agninst the venereal elauses in Com-
mittee.

Mr. LUTEY (Brownhill-lvanhoe) [1-32 a.m.]:

Whilst 1 support the second reading of the
Bill, [ am right up against it as regards

deing away with the signed statement. [n
my ofinion, it is only fair that any person
reporting  another person should have suffi-
cient backbone to sign his name. As regards
the casc mentioned by the member for Kalgoorlie
(Mr. Green), [ consider he was lscking in his duty
when he did not report a case of that description.
That is my personal opinion. Whilst supporting
the second reading, I look upon the measure as
merely & palliative. All over the world people
arc straining and striving to abolish venercal
disease, but I do not thin% they will ever succeed
until the medical profission is nationalised. In spite
of the cfforts being made all aver the world, very
little improvement s being effected.

Mr. fircen: The medical profession will be
nationalised under this Bill so far as venereal
Tigease is concerned.

Mr. LUTEY : | think the hon. member knows
puite differently. Once the medical profession is
wdtionalised, it will be in the interests of the medical
ractitioner for a certain dispeict to see that-every
serson in that district is healthy. Take the oase of
nirers’ complaint. Sufferers arc under the doctors
n their districts for years recciving treatment.
dut what is the Lrst thing done when a syfferer
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from miner's complaint reaches Wooroloo ¥ The
tirst thing done at Wooroloo is to make an apaly-
tical test for syphilis. A large number of the
suiferors from miner's complaint arc found to be
suffering from syphilis os well. The first thing
necessary in such eircumstances is to get the syphilis
out of the blood. 1t has been stated that every
person has a certain amount of syphilis in the blood.
The teint may have come from generations back,
or perhaps for hundreds of years back, I
the medical profession were nationalised, cach
and every person woultl be tested for syvphilis.
As regards preventives, numerous letters are being
written to the Press in opposition to their use
My own view is that anything which can possibly
be done to prevent the discase from spreading
ought to be done. We know that in the case of
this war history has reprated itself in a wide spread
of venereal discase. 16 is only natural that large
numbers of men away from their ordinary sur-
roundings should be lisble to make mistakes and
contract diseases. [ hope the Government will
give scrious consideration to the suggestion of the
member for Perth (Mr. Pilkington), that preventives.
should be made so well known to the people that
they will make use of them and thus keep them-
gelves from falling under the scourge of venereal
discase,

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Minister)
—Pilbara—in reply) [1- 38 a.m.] : I do not intend to
attenipt to reply to the arguments, some of them
very lucid, some of them lcss so. which have been
put up during the debate. When introducing the
measure, [ said thab it was a Committee Bill ; and
T still maintain that it is a Committee Bill. The
particular clause on which discussion has centred
could have heen dealt with when reached in Com-
mittce. However, [ have nothing to complain
of as regards the discussion which hay taken place.
T am absolutely convinced that vencreal disease
has gained such a hold upon the people by reason
of the fact that we would not discuss it; and I
helieve that, without much egotism, I can say that
T have donc at least something to prove to the
English-speaking race that the question is one
which can be discussed openly before both sexes.
With regard to the suggestion of the member for
Perth (Mr. Pilkington), let me say that the use of
preventives is not new, Asa fact, these preventives
arc about L3 years old. [f the hon. member can
put up a clause which will result in preventives
being used more widely than ot present, 1 shall he
only toe pleased to insert that clause in the Bill.

Mr. Green: Hear, hear! A good scheme.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD{Honorary Minister)
I agree that preventives eon do a great deal.  Pre-
ventives are not at all antagonistic to what the
Government propose. Preventives and the pro-
posals of the Government can run in double har-
ness.

Mr. Green: The use of preventives is supple-
mentary to the purposes of this Bill.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Minister) :
Yes. If the member for Perth will bring forward
a clause embodying his suggestions, the Govern.
ment will be only too glad to accept it.  Further,
let me state that one of the strongest advocates
in this State of the use of preventives is Dr. Atkin.
gon, the Commissioner of Public Health. He
has aircady delivered scveral lecturcs advising
people to use those preventives. However, [
will go no further on that point ; it can be dealt
with when we are in Committee. I do, however,
desire to make it clear that if the member for-
Porth wants a clause of that nature inserted in
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the Bill, I am prepared to consider such a clause
if he puts it up. Of the subject of venercal dis-
ease 1 have had experience right from the time when
I was a youth. It is unfortunate for me—it is
not pleasant for me ; it is almost a misery—that

venereal disease hag been forced upon my notice;-

but T have seen venereal disease, and have seen
jts results. 1 know absolutely the danger of
venereal disease, and 1 am trying to remedy it.
I want every man in this Chamber to assist me
in the matter; not to fight me, or threaten to
stone-wall, or anything of that description, but to
give me his help in the eradication of wvenereal
disease. I know the danger of it, T have seon
the danger of it. [ did not look for it ; it came
to me; T supposc I was born to see it. I have
seen it from Collingwood, where I lived as a boy,
right to the North-West of this State, and T have
seen it here only a few months ago. T will not tell
hon. members all T know because if 1 did so, per-
haps they would not belicve me. But [ can tell
hon. members that it is the most dangerous that
human nature has to contend with. There has
been a good deal said about what we are going to
do by forcing the people to be treated, but | would
point out that all we are trying to do is to cure
those who have the disease. If there are people
who refuse to be ¢ured and there are people who
will not obey the request that they should submit
themselves for treatment, we will compel them to
undergo treatment. We will see that these people
do not contaminate the rest of the community.
We have submitted the Bill to the House with
the sincerc desire to wipe out this diseage. If any
hon. member knows some better method let
him state it, but the man who says that our pro-
1osal is sure to fail and at the same time will not
himself do anything, is no good to me. I will
listen to the man who desires to help to stamp
out the disease. I have studied this question ; in
fact the study of it has been foreed on me. The
member for Kanowna quoted from authorities
to-night, but he did not read -a sentence which
1 have not read over and over again. 1 have
studied all the literature [ have been able to get
hold of. and I have seon the disease. Now my
sole desire is to assist in eradicating it. Beforo
hon. members finally decide how they intend to
vote on the clauses, [ will ask them to wait until
they have heard me. :

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

House adjourned at 1-45 a.m (Wednesday).

1263

Legislative Councit,

IWedwesday, 10th April, 1918.

The PRESIDENT tgok the Chair at 430
pan., and read payers,

BILL—VERMIN BOARDS ACT AMEND-
MEXT.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Legislative Assembly.

RILT—RABBIT ACT AMENDMENXNT.
Recommittal, -
On motion by llon, 8ir K. H. Wittenoom,
Bill recommitted for the further consideration
of Clause 4 and the consideration of new

_elauses,

Hon. W. Kingsmill in the Chair; Hon C. P,
Irhxt-.'r (Honorary Minister} in charge of the
3il.

Clanse 4—Amemlment of Section 31:

Hon. Sir B. H., WITTENOOM: My inten-
tion is to make the term in this Bill eonsistent
with that provided for in the Vermin Bill.
There is no time mentioned here as to when an
inspector ean go to work afier giving notiee.
Section 30 of the principal Act provides that
whenever an inspector finds evidence of the ex-
istence of rabbits, he may give to the owner or
ocenpier of the land netiee in writing to take
certain ateps. The next seetion provides that if
the owner or occupier neglects or fails to com-
ply with any such notice, he may be summaoned,
I propose to provide that a period of seven days
shall he allowed after the serving of such notice.
The section wounld then read, ‘*If any ewner or
occnpier neglects or fails to comply with such
notice after seven days lie may be summoned.”’
That amendment will make the Bill consistent
with the Vermin Bill

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member might
move an amendment in the form of a new para-
praph, stating that Section 31 of the prineipal
Act is herchy amended by adding the words
‘fafter seven days’’ wherever the hon. member
desires to add those words. I would point out to
hon. members that T deprecate the drafting of
amendments on the spur of the moment in Com-
mittee, -

Hon. Sir K. II. Wittenoom: I thought it was
sueh a gimple one to nove.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The hon.
member may move it to stand as paragraph {(a)
of Seetion 31 of the Aet.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: That will
meet the ecase. T move an amendment—

““That tiic Ffollowing stand as paragraph

(a) of Secetion 31:—After the wonl

‘notice’ in line 2 of Section 31, the words

‘for a space of seven days’ be added.’ *?

- Amendment put and passed.

Hon. V. AAMERSLEY: T move an amend-
ment—

“That paragraph (b) be struck out,’’
The words in this paragraph refer to the origi-
nal Seetion 31. As we have amended the see-
tion by Clause 4 of this measure now hefore us,
it appears to me that onc of these inspectors



